By Margaux C. Ortiz. 


TWO DECADES AFTER HIS 
death, one of the brightest 
beacons during the dark days 
of martial law was finally 
paid homage. 

The tribute to former Sen. 
Jose W. "Pepe" Diokno—ac- 
tivist lawyer and national- 
istis in the form of a 4-kilo- 
meter boulevard that runs in 
frontof the SM Mall of Asia in 
Pasay City. 

“It took us 12 years to 
pass this bill,” former Sen. 
Sergio Osmefia Ш said of 
Republic Act No. 9468, the 
law that named the still un- 
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Not only can 
Chadleen smile, 
she can sing! 


By Julie M. Aurelio 


HER BRIGHT EYES AND BUBBLY 
smile hide the fact that the pretty girl 
used to be the object of ridicule be- 
cause of a deformed lip and palate. 

Growing up in Cebu, Chadleen Lac- 
do-o, 12, had long nursed the dream of 
becoming a singer. She would belt out 
a popular tune despite the cruel laugh- 
ter of playmates. 

Nearly seven years after a surgical 
procedure by Operation Smile (Op- 
Smile) Philippines, Chadleen can now 
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Spain's blogging 
granny a hit with 
young surfers 


SANXENXO, PONTEVEDRA—"TODAY 
its my birthday and my grandson, 
who is very stingy, gave me a blog." 
So read the first entry of one of the. 
world's oldest webloggers, Marla. 
Amelia Lopez, who, at the age of 95, 
SPAINSIAIS 


"inally, a boulevard 
named after ‘Ka Pepe’ 


Wednesday, November 7, 2007 
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CARMEN Diokno (third from right) inaugurates the boulevard named after 
include (from left) Sen. Joker Arroyo, former President Corazon Aquino, Ni 


Erap told to pay gov 


By Kristine L. Alave 


DEPOSED PRESIDENT JOSEPH 
Estrada yesterday vowed not to relin- 
quish his home in Greenhills and his 
sprawling estate in Tanay without a 
fight, as the Sandiganbayan threat- 
ened to seize these assets should he fail 
to pay the government more than P700 
million. 

A testy Estrada, who was convicted 
of plunder but later pardoned by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, faced the me- 
dia and Sandiganbayan Sheriff Ed Uri- 
eta, who served him the writ of execu- 
tion at about noon in his residence at 
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AYALA AVENUE sparkles with stars and Tivoli lights wrapped around trees—a sign that Ci 
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her late husband, Jose W. “Pepe” Diokno. Guests 
i Avancefia and other members of Diokno's family. 
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t P600M in 5 days 


Mitt 


FORMER President Joseph Estrada (right) faces the media as Sandiganbayan Sheriff Ed 


Urieta (left) serves him the writ of execution on Tuesday in San Juan City. 
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Ingrates, NPC execs call Angono artists 


By Jeannette I. Andrade, T] Burgonio, 
Fe Zamora and Jerome Aning 


ACCUSED OF CENSORING, BAS- 
tardizing and ruining the press free- 
dom mural it commissioned from a 
group of artists, the National Press 
Chib (NPC) yesterday turned the ta- 


bles on the painters, calling them in- 
grates. 

An NPC official even accused the 
Nec-Angono Artists Collective of sub- 
десіп the club to harassment unless it 
coughed up che full P915,000 for the 8 
x32-foot mural, which he described as 
overpriced. 


“We fed them for two months. We 
struggled to raise funds to make an 
honest-to-goodness, true-blue press 
freedom mural and they do this to us. 
They bit the hand that fed them,” NPC 
director Joel Sy Egco said. 

He pointed out that he had commis- 
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Kampi admits cash gifts 


GMA not 
involved, 
says solon 


By Christian V. Esguerra "m 


A TOP LEADER OF PRESI- 
dent — Macapagal-Arroyo's 
party has admitted that shé 
was the source of some of the 
cash gifts distributed to con- 
gressmen during a majority 
coalition meeting in Mala- 
cafiang on Oct. 11. 


Deputy Speaker Ma. Amelita 
“Girlie” Villarosa of the House of Rep- 
resentatives yesterday admitted that 
she was the one who gave Manila Rep. 
Bienvenido Abante Jr. P500,000 dur- 
ing that controversial gathering of ad- 
ministration lawmakers. 

In an interview with the INQUIRER, 
Villarosa said the money came frori 
the Kabalikat ng Malayang Pilipino 
(Kampi) as part of what she called 
“regular help” to coalition members. 

“There was no malice in our effort to 
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US aid to RP 
‘still a work 
in progress’ 


By Vincent Cabreza 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 
and Nikko Dizon 

and Christine О. Avendaño 
in Manila 


BAGUIO CITY—US AMBASSADOR 
Kristie Kenney yesterday said that 
while the US Senate had approved an 
increase in military assistance to the 
Philippines, the US House of Represen- 
tatives was still discussing its version 
ofthe aid bill. 

Kenney told reporters that like the 
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US envoy backs ‘accidental gas explosion’ theory 


By Vincent Cabreza 
and Desiree Caluza 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


BAGUIO CITY—THE PHILIPPINE NA- 
tional Police's "accidental gas explo- 
sion” theory has found another backer 
in US Ambassador Kristie Kenney, who 


said American experts had also con- 
cluded that'the Oct. 19 blast at the Glo- 
rietta 2 mall in Makati City was “a trag- 
icaccident.” 

Kenney, who was in Baguio for sev- 
eral engagements, said those saying 
otherwise should realize what a terror 
attack in Metro Manila would mean to 


a » 


the country as a whole. 

“Ап accident in the heart of a city] 
is nevera good thing ... but itis much 
better than having it [turn out] to be 
a bomb," the ambassador said yester- 
day. 

“If there was a bombing at a shop- 


ping mall in the middle of Metro Mani- 


v. 


Ja, I want you to think about the kind 
of travel advisory America would have 
to put out and the devastating impact 
that would have on business,” she said, 

adding: 
“Т don't think investors worry about 
an accident,” although the business 
USENVOY/AIa 


WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST: The provinces f locos Norte and locos Sur il have 
Tas and gusty winds and Пе coastal wars along thase res wil 
be moderate to rough The rast of Northern Luzon and һе western 
saan of Central Luzon wi be cloudy with scattered ranshowas 
and thunderstorms, The rest o the country wl nave perl cloudy to 
‘oudy skies wh Isolated rainshowers and thunderstorms. 
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House junks 2 impeach plaints 


Dismissals were swift — less than 24 hours after they were filed 


By Christian V. Esguerra and T] Burgonio 


WHAT'S INSIDE 


AS EXPECTED, THE ADMINISTRATION-DOMI- 


nated House of Representatives yesterday junked 


the two supplemental impeachment complaints 
against President Macapagal-Arroyo less than 24 
hours after they were filed. 


SUMMIT OF 4 
living Philippine 


s One of the complaints filed 
presidents by the group of lawyer Harry 
i Roque was rejected as early as 
beingpushed aaa 


lution of endorsement, accord- 
ing to House secretary general 
Roberto Nazareno. 

Roque said they received the 
retumed copy along with 
Nazareno's rejection letter at 
10:15 a.m. yesterday. 

The other supplemental com- 
plaint filed by the United Oppo- 
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PINOY SEAMEN 


take seized 
fishing boat back 
to Mauritius 


sition (UNO) was similarly re- 
jected by the committee on jus- 
tice headed by Quezon City 
Rep. Matias Defensor. 

Defensor yesterday said he 
had written the lone com- 
plaimant, UNO spokesperson 
Adel Tamano, to instead send 
the document to Nazareno. 

“If he can't do that, it will be- 
come a scrap of paper," he told 
the Inquirer, pointing out that 
the procedure was consistent 


with the impeachment rules of 
the 13th Congress. 

Roque said his group was not 
exactly surprised by the dis- 
missal of the supplemental 
complaint, but did not expect it 
to come so soon. 

“Politically, this means that 
the majority intends to dismiss 
all impeachment cases at the 
soonest time possible," he said 
ina press conference. 

The only impeachment com- 
plaint left was the one filed by 
lawyer Roel Pulido. 

Tamano had sought to sup- 
plement this supposedly "weak" 
complaint to include Ms Ar- 
royo's alleged involvement in 
the  $329-million National 
Broadband Network scandal. 

А separate network of cause- 


oriented groups is set to file 
within the week another “inde- 
pendent" impeachment com- 
plaint against the President, ac- 
cording to lawyer Neri Col- 
menares who is preparing the 
document. 

Roque warned that the im- 
mediate dismissal of his group's 
supplemental complaint spelled. 
trouble for Speaker Jose de 
Venecia. 

"This does not go well for 
Speaker De Venecia because our 
analysis is that as soon as the 
impeachment complaints are 
dismissed, he himself will be re- 
placed,” he said. 

Roque was apparently refer- 
ring to the supposed rift be- 
tween Ms Arroyo and De Vene- 
cia which stemmed from the 


revelations of the Speaker's son 
and namesake on the NBN pro- 
ject at the Senate. 

Jose “Joey” de Venecia IIT had 
told a Senate hearing that the 
President's Jose 
Miguel Arroyo, had ordered 
him to "back off" from the NBN 
deal. The younger De Venecia 
had also proposed to undertake 
the project, but lost out to Chi- 
na's ZTE Corp. 

In rejecting Roques com- 
plaint, Nazareno said it could 
not "supplement" the one filed 
earlier by Iloilo Vice Gov. Rolex 
Suplico against Benjamin Aba- 
los, the resigned chair of the 
Commission on Elections 

“Isa complaint against GMA 
(Ms Arroyo), so it should have 
been separate,” he said. 


husband, 


m Senate to resume NBN probe, but will Joey show up? 


By Gil Cabacungan Jr. 


Paa. ASIA INTERNATIONAL 


INT AS 
CUP. AUCTIONEERS, INC 


THE SENATE WILL RESUME ITS 
probe next week on the alleged 
bribery attempts in the $329-million 
National Broadband Network deal 


with ZTE Corp. of China, but sena- 
ERUCESIEEQUISMENIET: ear тас дысын Na NAO daig mara 
Gee eres BORN) | Joey” de Venecia Ш will show up. 


Sen. Alan Peter Cayetano, chair 
of the committee on accountability 
of public officers and investiga- 
tions, told reporters he was giving 
De Venecia the benefit of the doubt 
when he said he would return to the 
Senate after the well-publicized 
“truce” last week between his fa- 
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ther, Speaker Jose de Venecia, and 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

The younger De Venecia was 
abroad to watch a concert and had 
yet to confirm his return, said Sen. 
Francis Escudero. 

De Venecia earlier implicated the 
President and her husband, Jose 
Miguel Arroyo, in the NBN deal 
This triggered rumors that Speaker 
De Venecia would be ousted by the 
ruling coalition. 

The lawyer of the young De Vene- 
cia's company, Amsterdam Hold- 
ings Inc. (AHI), however, said Joey 
was willing to deliver on his 
promise to return to the Senate but 


he had not received a formal invita- 
tion to do so. 

"There is no turning back on 
that," said AHI lawyer Marinelle 
O'Santos, who confirmed that Joey 
was out of the country. 

On the other hand, Rep. Neptali 
Gonzalez П said the truce between 
President Macapagal-Arroyo and the 
Speaker depended on Joey refraining 
from firing any more charges against 
the President and her family. 

"If that happens, all bets are off,” 
Gonzalez told the Inquirer in а 
phone interview. "You can no longer 
blame the President's allies if they 
make an ouster move,” he added. 
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‘Kabayan’ leaves; another disturbance spotted" 


By Jerome Aning ters east-northeast of Borongan, Dagupan City tomorrow. Tough seas due to the surge of the 
Eastern Samar The disturbance 511] under storm signal No. 1 northeast monsoon. 


"Go only for thè most rusted neme in world-class fireworks". 


TROPICAL STORM “KABAYAN” will be named “Lando” if it be- аге Ilocos Norte and Ilocos Sur Pagasa is advising the pub- xem > E 
intensified into atyphoon, slowing comesa storm. All other storm signals elsewhere Нс and-the disaster coordinat- 39 D G © N 4 
downasitleftthePhiülppinesyes- | As of 4 pm. yesterday "Ka- have been lowered. ing councils concerned to take Е < a 
ferday the weather bureau said. bayan” was placed at230 km west — Residents in coastal areas un- appropriate actions and to іі 


The Philippine Atmospheric of Laoag City packing maximum der public storm signal No. 1 watch out for the next weath- 
Geophysical and Astronomical Sustained winds of 120 kph in the have been alerted against possi- er bulletin. 
беору аа боп (Pagasa) center and gustiness of up to 150 ble big waves generated by this The provinces of Ilocos Norte 
said in its 5 p.m. advisory the ty- kph, Pagasa said. typhoon. Those living in low- and Ilocos Sur will have rains and 
Phoon remained almost station- The typhoon has been moving lying areas and near mountain gusty winds and coastal waters 
Tryin the last six hours, bringing westward at 9 kph and is expect- slopes are advised to take neces- along these areas will be moder- 
ay toon rains to western parts edto be 450km west of Laoag by sary measures against possible ate to rough. 
ofthe country. * thisafternoon. _ flash floods and landslides. The rest of northern Luzon and 
Pagasa also said it was moni- 1 there is no change in its The Batanes group of islands the western section of Central Lu- 
toring a new active low pressure speed or direction, the typhoonis will continue to experience zon will be cloudy with scattered 
trea Sstimated to be 320 kilome. expected to be 700 km west of strong winds with rough to very rain showers and thunderstorms. 
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Splash Corporation Application and Settlement 
Procedures for Local Small Investors 


4, Тһе Local Small Investors ("LSI") program will be managed by the Joint Lead 
Underwriters, who are tasked to receive LSI applications from 9:00 a.m. November 
6, 2007 to 12:00 nn of November 12, 2007. 


Upon application, an LSI applicant is required to submit the following documents: 
Four (4) copies of the fully accomplished Splash Corporation Application to Sub- 
scribe/Purchase and one (1) copy of a duly executed signature card which can be 
secured from First Metro Investment Corporation or SB Capital Investment 
Corporation. 


IRST METRO INVESTMTENT CORPORATION 


SB Capital Investment 
Corporation 
18/F Security Bank Centre 
6776 Ayala Avenue, Makati City 
Tel Nos. 867 6788 


purchase. 


G/F Wellington Building 
Plaza Lorenzo Ruiz, Binondo, Manila 
"Tel Nos. 241 4301 to 07 


Makati 

20/F GT Tower International, Ayala Avenue 
cor. НМ Dela Costa Street, Makati City 

Tel Nos. 840 5751 / 858 7900 


listing date. 


Photocopy of two (2) valid and current government-issued IDs (e.g., SSS, GSIS, Driver's License, 
Passport or PRC). For joint accounts/multiple investors in one application, two (2) valid IDs per ac- 
count/investor are also required. 

Payment (cash or Metro Manila clearing check). All check payments must be made payable to 
"Splash IPO" and dated as ofthe date of submission of the application and crossed for deposit. 


As required by the PSE for all subscribers to the IPO shares, LSI applicants should lodge his/her 
shares with the Philippine Depository and Trust Corporation ("PDTC") and is required to nominate 
a PDTC participant (subject to the latter's confirmation) to whom his/her shares will be lodged. 
The broker is required to sign-off on the LSI's fully accomplished Splash Corporation application to 


Multiple bookings (two or more applications by the same applicant) will not be allowed. Each LSI 
applicant may subscribe to not more than PhP 25,000 worth of IPO shares. 


‘The duly received and accepted application of the LSI applicant will be made available for distribu- 
tion at the office where the applicant submitted his/her application three (3) trading days after 


Prior to the release of the duly received and accepted application, an LSI applicant is required to 
present any valid ID for proper identification while the representative of the LSI applicant is re- 
quired to present an authorization letter and proper identification documents. 


APPLICATION TO SUBSCRIBEIPURCHASE 
Initial Public Offer of 223,848,107 Primary and Secondary Common Shares (Offer Shares") 


Tis Aspen Form tbo тон four ы салар (1 Ay васи signal сач paymertby aprograte chuck and дылық лыр 
т Joni Lead Under or desgralad Recatrg Agen па ler ban (20) neon, Mandate, ca 12 November 207 Apicatars гас mere or wat te soc 
apad low wili ba тігі Ths Appcenis recall ang orca кеніне, may nd be аиту ha epica. 

Splsh Coporaton (Spas or a "Companf) and Splash Holdings Inc the “Saling Shareholder") facte, ne"Ofeing Companke) ough Fst Mero veste Coperakon end 
SB Сара invesiment Corporation ss ant LesdUndenwrrs, eene erii lo accept reget іп ні ar inpet, ts Арсак, Аддсшкса ироку e reonpltly ecconplshed 
may bo торса! In ceso d ovrsubscipin, ha Ofermg Compare, by themselves or rough he Jot Lead Undewias esee a rg 0 doce e Oller Star madi 10 
орап in ho manna hoy dom propr. 

Саравак tora used herein shali Fav ће meaning особо hem in e rl Papas died November ZO, Вай by Ға Company wih the Secr end Exchange Commission 
(SEC) ond tho Priippino Sick xanga (PSE) on6 NoemterZ and uploades on ha PSE s waste, а may ba amended ersuplonsrieg 

лікті nce seeped end approved by ће Oot Сотрагиа, roh Pa Jort Lead (лді sel costs a Bing subecston and phase agreement Dawes tu 
Gilang Compare ad iho Appicant for o suecrotenuaso cia Ofer Shares d Do i, tha mamas, and spd 1o М Ре созыла set lorh heren, b) ha Oleg Compares 
recapi o! 1a тороу payment Irom ia Арсал, (c) he success isng d Ine fer Shea m me PSE. ond |4 tec iw unre and растави cbs ol 1e Jort Lead 
Under he CoLead Unseretes. andthe Райсроілд Undarrtes ceci, Ра "Underwmis] becoming unconásonal e ni berg suspende, trmeied or cancelie on cr 
balere such sing 


APPLICATION 


N 
NUNBER OF OFFER SHARES" 


TEET Е 
SUBSCRIPTONPURCHASE PRICE PER OFFER SHARE "TOTAL SUBSCRIPTIONPURCHASE PRICE OF OFFER. 
SHARES 

bala б 2 d Ote Stores x Pree pt аз) 
та aa manun aisee dU Ole Shaws TOTIS GUN MA be d Ses (ONG гері 

Feature fob ese cottons may asl ho scaling down or rcton d e сойса 

POTCLODGEMENT 

"ATGler ares shi e edged whe Paire арад and Tra Caponaton (POTC) Tre Aopcan mos prowde Io riorum id lr POTC adged shows The Oler 
Shares wi bo lodge by the Company wi he POTC on or belo Із Using Date 
THE APPLICANT I REQUIRED TO FLL QUT THE MFORMATON BELOW тне APPLICANTS FARURE TO DO SO OR TE PROVISION OF NICOMPLETE OR FALSE INFORMATION AS REQUIRED. 
HEREN MAY LEAD TO THE REJECTION OF THS APPLICATION. THE COMPANY RESERIES THE ONT TO REJECT OR SCALE DOWN SUCK APPUCATION, 


amain rured Tor POTG odpad Oler Sons (o bo Wecoden та we ar a PDTC Ралсрат and tal No 
справе wih iba жасаса ol re PDTC Pater apporte Көркі remed n ne Арсав ser tora [decken 
"ye Appear) 


сооп пасове 
on 


Jookcarts Bhat ( 
LET - 


LS 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE SUBSCRIPTION/PURCHASE 
OF OFFER SHARES IN SPLASH CORPORATION. 


The terms ond conditions of the Ofer are fund in the Prospectus dated 6 November 2007. For a summary de- 
scription ofthe Terms ofthe Offer, the Applicant 6 advised to refer to the section entitled "Summary of the Offer” in 
the Prospects. 


1. The Offer -The Offer, consisting of 223,848,107 Offer Shares to be issued and offered by Splash Corpora 
tion, Ine. and the Selling Shareholder (collectively, the "Offering Companies"). Of the total Offer Shares, 
14.769.621 Olfer Shares are being offered for distribution to the Trading Participants of the PSE and 22,384,811 
Обе Shares are being offered to Local Small Investors (157). 


2. Eligible Investor -investment in the Offer Shares is open to any person of legal age or duly organized and 
existing corporations, partnerships or other corporate entities regardless of nationality or citizenship. 


3. Offer Price -Tbe Offer Price for the Offer Shares is P8.98 per Offer Share. 


4. Offer Period - The Oder Period shall commence on 6 November 2007 and shall close on 12 November 
2007 for Sts, PSE Trading Participants and investors. The Company and the Joint Lead Underwriters hereby re 
‘serv the right ro extend or terminate the Offer Period at any time, with the approval of the Philippine Securities 
and Exchange Commision and Philippine Stock Exchange. 


5. Subscription Amount- Applicants may subscribe to a minimum of 1,000 shares and, thereafter, multiples 
1,000 only. Any oer order amount may be rejected or adjusted to conform to the required multiple atthe dis- 
cation ofthe Company 


6. Application and Acceptance -A duly and fully accomplished Application in four (4) copes together with 
one (1) duly executed signature card, payment by check drawn against а bank in Metro Manila and made 
payable о “Splash IPC", and required documents must be received by the Join Lead Underwriters and/or the 
esignated Receiving Agent on or before close of the Offer Period. Multiple applications by one Applicant will 
mot be allowed 


“The Offering Companies, through the Joint Lead Underwriters, reserve the right to accept or reject, in whole 
or in pan, any Application. Applications where checks are dishonored upon fist presentation and Applications 
Which do or comply with the terms of the Offer shall be rejected. Moreover, receipt of any payment pursuant 10 
"ie Application does not mean approval or acceptance by the Offering Companies of the Application. 


An Application, once expresly accepted by the Offering Companies, through the Joint Lead Underwriters, 
“shali construe a purchase agreement berween the Company and/or the Selling Shareholder and che Applicant 
for the subscription t/purchase of the Offer Shares in the number approved by the Offering Companies at the 
time, inthe manner, and subject to the conditions found in the front portion of this Application. 


7. Payment -The Total Subscriprion/ Purchase Price shall be paid in full in Philippine currency upon the sub- 
mission сіз duly executed Application, signature card, and other required documents. Applicants shall pay for 
the Offer Shares through a check drawn against a banik account with a Bangko Sentral ng Pilipnas CBS a 
thorized agen bank or any branch thereof, located in Metro Manila. Checks should be dated as of the date of 
Submission of the Application, made payable to “Splash IPO, and crossed "Payee's Account Only 


в issue Taxes АШ standard raves applicable ro the issuance of the Offer Shares pursuant to the Offer shall 
‘be for the sole accoun of the Company and/or the Selling Shareholders 


9. Refunds - In the event thar an Application s rejected, then the Offering Companies shal refund payment 
made thereon, without interes, within five (5) Banking Days from the end of the Offer Period. All refunds shall 
e made through the Underwriter or Selling Agent with whom the Applicant has filed the Application, at the Ap- 
leant risk. 


10. PDTC Lodgment - All of the Offer Shares wil be lodged with the Philippine Depository and Trust Corp. 
CPDTC Yon or belore the Listing Date. The Applicant must provide the additional information required for 
PDTC lodged Offer Shares. 


11. Issuance and Delivery of Stock Certificates - The Applicant may request his/her ownership of the Ofer 
Shares to be evidenced by sock cenificmes issued in his/her name as evidence of ownership through his/her 
roler only alter the Offer Shares have been listed. The cost of the issuance of stock certificates shall be for the 
accoun: ofthe Applicant 


12. Registration of Foreign Investments - The BSP requires that investments in shares of stock funded by 
inward remitanee of foreign currency be registered with the BSP if the foreign exchange needed to service capi- 
{al repatriation orividendremitance wil be sourced from the banking system. The registration with the BSP of 
‘foreign investments inthe Offer Shares shall be the responsibly of the foreign investor. 


13. Representation and Warranty of Foreign Investors in the Offer Shares - Applicants who are not 
Philippine citizens or which are corporations that are not Philippine nationals represent and warrant that thelr 
investment in the Offer Shares being applied for wili not violate the rules of their respective jurisdictions, and 
that acquiring and investing in the Oller Shares are permited in such jurisdictions. The Offer Shares have not 
been and will not be registered unger the securities laws of any other jurisdiction aside from the Philippines, and 
may not be offered or sold in any other jurisdiction aside from the Philippines. 


14. Timetable. 
Seite Peet 
p 
pred мел 
ero sn we Connect d gl De Common Se a PSE 


ГТ 
‘oom ноте 107 
‘20m 0 отво 2097 
tente 200 


15. Local Small investors 


The Company plans to make avilable up to 20% of the Offer Shares for distribution ro the Trading Partici- 
‘pans of the PSE and up to 10% of the Offer Shares for distribution tothe Local Smali Investors. The term "Local 
Small investors is defined as a share subscriber or share purchaser who is willing о subscribe or purchase a 
minimum board lot or whose subscription or purchase does not exceed P25,000. Should the total demand for 
the Offer Shares in the Local Smal investor subscription exceed the maximum allocation, he Joint Lead Un- 
lerwriers shall allocate the Обе Shares by balloting. Should the total demand from Local Small Investors be 
Jess than the 10% alloted to them, the unsold allocation shal! be reallocated back tothe Joint Lead Underwriters 
for distibation ro the general public 


Aniteresed Local Small Investor may secure the Application and signature card from the Joint Lead Under- 
writers and submit 4 copies of the Application (original and 3 copies), 1 copy of a duly executed signature card 
"and photocopies of 2 valid and curent government issued IDs (e.g. SSS, 0815, Drivers License, Passport, and 
PRC). The Loca! Small Investor shouid submit the required documents and payment to the Joint Lead Under- 
writers on or before the close of the Offer Period. 


Account Code: 
СО movouaL С CORPORATE 


Ф SPLASH 


SPECIMEN SIGNATURE CARD PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION REQUIRED. 


Any alteration in the signature card must 
be signed in full by the applicant. 

For individual applicants only: (For corporate applicants, use reverse side.) 

Full Name 


(биттә) 


Complete Malling Address 


(First Name) (Midde Name) 


BIRTHDATE [evo 


FOR CORPORATE APPLICANTS ONLY 


COMPANY NAME: 
ADDRESS : 


List of officers authorized to sign and endorse stock certificates Issued In the name of the 
Corporation: 
We hereby declare under pain of perjury that all the information contained herein ere true, 
correct and of our personal knowledge. 

Specimen Signatures 


TIN [amzassap 


pou no TANG paws maha ra to eat your Bra a aton cr. 


Specimen Signatures for individual Applicants: 


1 hereby declare under pain of perjury that all he information contained herein are true, correct 
and of my own personal knowledge. 


2. 2 


Importer: Conficstes wil ot ba andlarad nata specman signature lh sectors is on fis win ba Sock Translar 
Anto ha Company. For your protec, pasa od Бі card and ream iz 


‘Stock Transfer Serdcos, nc E* For Prima Plaza, 19 Раза Orive, Бесім Cete, Maka Cay 


SIGNATURE/S VERIFIED BY CORPORATE SECRETARY: 


IM YY 


Signature over Printed 


“ NEW-PHILIP MORRIS) 
" KING SIZE 10% 


STILL AS COLD AS WINTI 


P13.50 


PER 10 STICKS 
Suggested Retail Price 


Government Warning: Cigarette smoking 
is dangerous to your health 


Bumili ng mas maaga para makuha 
ang pinakamababang Tripid Fares 


www.SuperFerry.com.ph 


NOTICE 


The AY (Yuchengco/AYF) Foundation, Inc. 
would like to advise the public against any 
message received through any medium, such 
as, but not limited to, text messages, email, 
and the like that falsely informs the recipient 
that he or she has won any raffle draw or other 
promotions sponsored by AYF. 


Please be informed that the AYF, and similarly, 
all members of the Yuchengco Group of 
Companies, does not support, endorse or 
perpetuate deceitful messages and will therefore 
not be responsible to any loss brought about by 
such scams. 
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Misuari allowed to fly to Jeddah for talks 


DETAINED MUSLIM LEADER NUR MIS- 
uari is set to fly yet again to Saudi Arabia to 
attend tripartite talks over the weekend in 
Jeddah after a Makati court granted him 
leave to travel. 

Judge Winlove Dumayas ordered the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs to issue passports to 
Misuari and his spiritual adviser, Ustadz Us- 
man, Misuarfs coaccused in the rebellion case 
against him who will be traveling with him. 

Misuari, who is under house arrest, will be 
away from Nov. 10 to 12 for the Jeddah meet- 
ing Which the Organization of the Islamic Con- 


ference will be mediating and which will re- 
view the implementation of the 1996 peace 
agreement between the government and the 
Moro National Liberation Front which Misuari 
founded and led. 

While the prosecution did not object to Mis- 
aris petition to travel, it set requirements that 
the court said must be strictly followed, 

Among these are sufficient security strict 
compliance with the itinerary and a commit- 
ment from Misuari not to “engage in any 
form of political or other activity... that will 
be inimical to the Philippine government.” 


Dumayas also required Misuati's lawyer, 
Arthur Lim, to guarantee that his client 
would return to his place of detention not 
later than Nov. 13, and submit a report on 
their compliance not later than Nov. 19. 
The court also granted Misuaris request to 
be allowed to perform the umrah in the Muslim 
holy city of Mecca. The umrah, a pilgrimage 
that is undertaken by Muslims at any time of 
the year, is sometimes called the minor or lesser 
pilgrimage, the һа) being the major pilgrimage 
which is compulsory for every able-bodied 
Muslim who can afford it DIYap 
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Corrections 


IN THE OCT. 26 ISSUE, the banner story—"GMA pardons Er- 
ap"— misstated that deposed President Joseph Estrada served as 
mayor of San Juan for three decades. Estrada was mayor of what 
was then the municipality of San Juan for only 16 years. 


IN THE OCT. 28 ISSUE, a front-page story—"Wildfires bring out 
warmth of Fil-Am families" —misstated that 500,000 acres is 
equivalent to 200 hectares, One hectare is equivalent to 2.5 acres. 
Thus, 500,000 acres is equivalent to 200,000 hectares. 

IN THE SAME ISSUE, the third entry in the “Figure it out” fact 
box on Page 15 of the Sunday Inquirer Magazine should have 
read: “P400 million: Minimum amount spent on public ceme- 
tery burials every year, as of 2006"—not “P400 millios 
proximate amount spent on burials every year, as of 2006.” 
The business of providing services for the dead is worth at 
least P2.4 billion annually. | 
IN THE OCT. 29 ISSUE, a Business story on Page B3-1 carried the 
erroneous headline—"Vitamin A vaccination drive in full swing.” 
Vitamin A is administered as a supplement—not as a vaccine. 

IN THE NOV 1 ISSUE, a front-page article—"For wealthy liti- 
gants, sky's the limit for legal services"—misspelled the name 
ofa law firm. The law firm is Villaraza & Angeangco—not An- 
ganco. 

IN THE NOV 6 ISSUE, a front-page photo caption misstated the 
first name of a former secretary of transportation and commu- 
nications, Her name is Josefina—not Josephine—Lichauco. 

Readers may send their requests for correction of factual errors in writing 
to the Day Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI Building, Chino Roces Av- 
enue corner Mascardo Street, Makati City fax Nos. 897-47-93/94; e-mail 
address: daydesk@inquirercom.ph. 

Complaints abou lock of fairness or objectiviy may be sent to Lorna 
Kalaw Tirol, readers advocate, e-mail address: readersadvocate@inguir- 
ercom. ph or fax Nos. 897-47-93/94, Attn: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
number is 897-8808 Local 342. 
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Pinoy ‘mutineers’ 


steer ship back 


to Mauritius 


By Cynthia D. Balana had also contacted Apostleship of 
the Sea, a nongovernment organi- 
zation in Mauritius, as well as the 
port and coast guard authorities in 
that country. 

Conejos told De Castro he had 
also called the local counterpart 
ofthe apostleship for assistance. 

“All these groups were asked 
to aid the OFWs. We also called 
the owner of the vessel in Tai- 
wan," Conejos said. 

The Filipino crew's leader, 
Roderick Sumang, talked to De 
Castro by phone on Monday, 
complaining about their abu- 
sive captain who made them 
work 24 hours a day and did not 
pay them their salaries. 

Sumang told De Castro they de- 
cided to take control of the vessel, 
the UAICSIXA, using knives to 
scare the ship's Taiwanese captain, 
Juiyin, and the Taiwanese crew, 
because they were desperate. 

“Sabi nila hindi naman daw nila 
tinali iyong kapitan. Nakaupo lang 
daw sa isang kwarto at pinapakain 
naman nila (They said they did not 
tie the captain up. He is sitting ina 
cabin and they are feeding him),” 
De Castro said. 

He identified the eight other 
Filipinos as Edwin Lee, Sherilo 
Moraleja, Delter Algay, Socrates 
Silan Jr., Dennis Tolentino, Noel 
Cusi, Jose Menpin and Jesus 
Manaqued. 

He said a check with the 
Philippine Overseas and Em- 
ployment Agency showed all 
aine Filipino crewmen were not 
registered with the agency 
meaning they did not pass 
through it. With an AFP report 


THE NINE FILIPINO CREW 
members of fishing vessel who 
took control of the boat after 
the captain allegedly maltreat- 
ed them were steering the boat 
back to Port Louis, Mauritius, 
the boat's home port by 4 p.m. 
(Manila time) yesterday. 

The Department of Foreign 
Affairs has ordered a consular 
team to meet the seamen when 
the boat docks, Undersecretary 
for Migrant Workers Affairs Es- 
teban Conejos said. 

“Yesterday we ordered our em- 
bessy in Nairobi to immediately 
dispatch a consular team to Mat 
tus" Conejos told dzBB radio. 
"Their obligation is to ensure the 
safety of the crew and the vessel." 

He said the team was headed 
by Vice Consul Bernadette Men- 
doza of the Philippine Embassy 
in Nairobi, Kenya, which is near 
Mauritius. 

Conejos said the Mauritius 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs had 
assured the Philippine embassy 
the Filipino seamen would be 
treated well during the investi- 
gation of the case. 

Earlier, Vice President Noli de 
Castro, presidential adviser on 
overseas Filipino workers, told 
the Inquirer the DFA had asked 
the East Africa Seafarers' Assis- 
tance Program for help. 

The group is also helping the 
Philippines in the tanker hijack- 
ing in Somalia where pirates 
continue to hold the crew, which 
includes Filipinos, hostage. 

De Castro said the government. 


de LDE MO WATES TELATRENT твит Writers” workshop 


без ойлануга Partner in Water Station Business” 
- THE BAGUIO WRITERS GROUP WILL 
conduct a creative journal writing work- 
shopon Nov 23-24 at the conference hall of 
the Episcopal Church in the Philippines 
Mission Center at 356 Magsaysay Ave., 
Baguio City. 

The workshop is open to college students 
and adults who wish to learn the discipline 
of keeping a journal and drawing writing 
and other artistic ideas from it. 

Prof. Grace Subido, who teaches litera- 
ture and writing courses at University of the 
Philippines-Baguio, and Merci Javier Du- 
lawan, a teacher-writer enrolled in ad- 
vanced studies to enable her to teach the 
Ira Progoff method of journal writing, vill 
serve as workshop facilitators. 

Twenty slots are open for participants. A 
fee of P1,200 covers handouts, snacks, 
lunch and certificates 

To reserve, call or text Babeth Lolarga at 
0916-242-1637. 


ESSREEVES © ASSOCIATES 


RSA Has Attorneys Who Were Formerly Employed by The USCIS (previously INS), 
State Department (US Embassy), and The Immigration Courts. 
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AS 
Argentines seize 
smuggled RP coral 


BUENOS  AIRES— 
Argentine customs 
said Monday it had 
seized a valuable five- 
ton shipment of en- 
dangered and pro 
tected coral and 
seashells from the 
Philippines that was 
destined for the black 
market іп tourist 
haven Mar del Plata. 

The illegal ship 
ment of some 1,500 
pieces of coral and 
Seashells was listed 
as manufactured 
goods when it ar- 
rived at the Buenos 
Aires port, customs 
officials said. 

Most of the protect- 
ed species are includ- 
ed in the 1975 Con- 
vention on Intema- 
tional Trade in Endan- 
gered Species of Wild 


a 
Fauna and Flora, 
which ensures that 8 L 
SS aaa TEAL MORE COUNTRY CLUBE RNG 
Full day family tun ewan e 


trade in specimens of E 


preservation. 

Mar del Plata, 400 
kilometers. southeast 
of Buenos Aires on the 
Atlantic coast, is one 
of Latin America's top. 
tourist destinations. 

Recently, Filipino 
marine biologist Ed- 
gardo Gomez, profes- 
sor emeritus at the 
University of the 
Philippines Marine 


Science. Institute, 
warned the coral off 
Luzon's western coast 
had been hit by 
bleaching, which 
could kill them over 
time. 

Hesaid the bleach- 
ing could recur over 
the coming years be- 
cause of global 
warming. AFP; TJ 
Burgonio 
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Open Letter to President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 


Her Excellency 

PRESIDENT GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO 
Republic of the Philippines 

Malacanang, Manila 


Dear President Arroyo: 


We are writing you a letter of serious concern that involves the deteriorating peace and order situation in the City of Naga. 


For more than half a year now, confusion and demoralization have been reigning in the local police force because of inexplicable pressure and unjust 
orders emanating from both the regional command and the national headquarters of the Philippine National Police. 


At least three things need to be immediately done to bring normalcy and stability back to our beloved city: 


1. P/Supt Amor Macoy, designated by the PNP Regional Command 5 as Offficer-in-Charge of the Naga PNP, should be replaced immediately. 
No less than the National Police Commission ruled that his appointment to the post by a PNP Officer-in-Charge Regional Director was illegal 
and did not undergo the official process. Moreover, P/Supt. Macoy has miserably failed to check the worsening peace and order situation in 
the city. 

Recall the reassignment of fourteen (14) elements of the Naga PNP who on May 11, 2007 during the election period were ordered by 
Regional Command V Officer-in-Charge Balligi Agnanayon Tira to report to Camp Simeon Ola in Legazpi City supposedly to undergo 
investigation of their purported involvement in illegal drugs. Nothing came out of the investigation, with all 14 policemen registering 
negative results in the drug tests. 

Follow to the letter the rules and procedures being provided for in the appointment/redeployment of police personnel and respect as well the 
orders of the court when faced with issues that seek to protect the rights of ordinary policemen without jeopardizing their avowed duty to 
protect and serve the higher interest of the constituency. For the past five (5) months now, the City Government of Naga has submitted on 
several instances nominations for the appointment of a full-fledged Chief of Police, which the PNP Command, for unknown reason, failed to 
act on. 


We would like to let you know Madam President that the woes of the 14 Naga policemen did not end with their having been proven negative of drug 
use. On September 15, 2007, at the height of the Penafrancia Festival, P/CSupt. Eduardo E. Acuna, acting director for personnel and record 
management, issued an order re-assigning ‘the 14 PNP Naga personnel to Camp Crame. Moreover, two other polibe officers, known for their 
outstanding performance, were directed to proceed to Subic for “retraining”, effectively bringing the number of personnel pulled out of the 
undermanned PNP Naga Police Station to sixteen (16). We can't imagine that of all the PNP personnel that need “retraining”, the PNP Central 
Command chose two police officers cited by the Philippine Jaycees as among the Outstanding Policemen of the Philippines. 


Meanwhile, with P/SSupt. Tira at the helm of the Bicol PNP as OIC Police Regional Director, jueteng, the illegal numbers game, resurged with 
impunity in most of the provinces in Bicol, including the province of Camarines Sur. We hear nary a whimper of protest from the police force against 
the unabated proliferation of jueteng while their superior officers busied themselves harassing their own men, such as the 16 Naga policemen. 


In Naga City, with P/Supt. Macoy as OIC Chief of Police, there has been a virtual breakdown of peace and order — a terrifying situation never before 
seen in years. 


Consider the following recent incidents: 


e On May 23, 2007, Ms. Paola Cassaigne, a graduate student of the University of British Columbia participating in a trend-setting 


educational program initiated by the city government of Naga, was victimized by snatchers at the public market. No police officer responded 
to her call for help. 


e On August 8, 2007, at around 7 am, Mr. Dante Braga Bravante was murdered in cold blood just a few meters from Saint Joseph School 


which is located along the city's busiest thoroughfare, the Panganiban Drive. No police officer was in sight when the ghastly act was 
committed by a motorcycle-riding assailant. 


е On October 8, 2007, Mr. Manuel Prayel Ortiz, who just withdrew a large sum of money from a bank, was held up and fatally shot at about 
12 p.m. by unidentified motorcycle-riding men in full view of noontime commuters and passers-by on the very busy street of Elias Angeles 
right smack in the city's central business district. Again, there was not a single law enforcer in sight when the criminals struck. 


e On October 18, 2007, the Metro Naga Senior Citizens drugstore was ransacked by unidentified criminal elements. The brazenness of the 
act could be gauged from the fact that the drugstore is situated within the PNP-Naga compound! And a few hours later, an unidentified person 
snatched the wallet of Ms. Jennifer Kerr, an American Rotary Exchange student, who was walking along Magsaysay Avenue. 


© On October 25, 2007, burglars broke the right side mirror of the service vehicle of Ragay (Camarines Sur) Vice Mayor Domingo Cedo and 
carted away 2 bags of valuables. The dastardly act was committed in the well-lighted parking area of the Regent and Aristocrat Hotels and 


at the very moment when Naga City Vice Mayor Gabriel H. Bordado Jr. was welcoming the other vice mayors of Bicol to their annual 
general assembly here in the city! 


The city government of Naga has exhausted all administrative and legal means to address the aforementioned concerns. Yet, the situation in our city 
continues to deteriorate even as stop-gap measures, including the mobilization of Barangay Tanod and neighborhood watch organizations, are put into 
place. 


Alarmed as we are by the unraveling scenario pf lawlessness, we have no other recourse but to bring this problem to your attention. We do not want 
to believe that all these are happening as a result of machinations by the police force because of jueteng that many of our people fear has corrupted 
even the higher echelons of the police command. 


Madam President, we hope that this appeal for the safety of our people's lives and properties and for their peace of mind will not go in vain. 


Thank you very much, Madam President for your appropriate action in this regard. 
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POST SCRIPT. Last November 5, 2007, while this letter was being submitted for publication, robbers struck once again before a horrified crowd of 
motorists and pedestrians along busy Panganiban Avenue. In broad daylight, at around12:00 noon, eight armed gangmen, on board four motorcycles, 
plotted and succeeded to snatch the moneybag which contained cash receipts collected from Jollibee's Panganiban branch by employees of 
Metrobank. During the scuffle, one of the gangmen shot the bank’s security escort, Rowenel Gavarra. He died a few minutes later due to multiple 
bullet wounds. Joey Robarios, Jollibee’s security guard who tried to help the fallen Gavarra, also sustained gun shot wounds from the fleeing robbers. 
He remains in critical condition as of this writing. Again, this bloody incident happened without a single police officer in sight. 
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38 cops axed in new PNP chief's 1st month 


fractions of the PNP’s stemmed from com- 
Police Operating Pro- plaints which were 
cedures like the so- investigated and act- 
called “bangketa sys- ed upon at different 


By Alcuin Papa 


ONE POLICEMAN 
went Awol (absent 
without official leave) 
for two months. An 
officer was found to 
have planted drugs at 
a checkpoint. Anoth- 
er was found guilty of 
planting evidence of 
a purported crime 
and extorting money 
from the victim. 
‘These were some 
of the offenses that 
led to the dismissal 
of 38 policemen in 
October, Director 
General Avelino Ra- 
zon's first month on 
the job since assum- 
ing the leadership 
_ the of Philippine Na- 
tional Police. 
‘According to Police 
Director Edgardo 
Acuña, chief of the 
PNP Directorate for 
Personnel and 
Records Manage- 
ment (DPRM), there 
were 633 policemen 
slapped with criminal 
and administrative 
charges stemming 
from various offenses 
ranging from miscon- 
duct, breach of disci- 
pline, neglect of duty 
to involvement in 
criminal activities. 
Going Awol was 
the most common 
offense, Acufia told 
Teporters yesterday 
in Camp Crame. The 
others were chronic 
absenteeism, com- 
ing to work late, go- 
ing to work in un- 
kempt uniforms and 
not sporting the pre- 
scribed haircut. 
More serious vio- 
lations included in- 
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target 


THE BUREAU OF 
Customs missed its 
collection target for 
October by about 
P23 billion due main- 
ly to the strengthen- 
ing peso. 

“We are tying our 
best but things are 
getting harder for us 
at the bureau as the 
peso continues to 
grow stronger,” Cus- 
toms Commissioner 
Napoleon Morales 
said in an interview. 

This was because, 
he said, “the first step 
in tax collection is 
converting the invoice 
value (in dollars) to 
pesos?” 

The BOC collected 
19.447 billion last 
month, short of its 
P2175ilion target, 
an initial report by the 
bureau's finance ser- 
vice department dis- 
dosed. It aims to col- 
lect P223 billion for 
all 2007. 

The BOC said only 
five of its 15 port dis- 
tricts mer their targets 
for October: The Port 
of San Femando, with 
revenues of P131 mil- 
Шоп; Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport, 
P1.757 billion; Port of 
Legaspi, P3.7 million; 
Port of Cagayan de 
Oro, P307 milion, 
and Por of Davao, 
P148 million. 

It was the eighth 
time this year the 
BOC failed to meet its 
monthly target. The 
targets were met only 
in July August and 
September. 

But Morales said 
the figures were not 
final 

"There were some 
ports that extended 
their hours of service 
owing to the long hol- 
idays last week and 
the volume of trans- 
actions” he said. 

Margaux C. Ortiz 
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Finally, a boulevard named after “Ka Pepe” 


From page Al 


finished boulevard after Diokno. 

The boulevard spans the cities of 
Parafiaque and Pasay and will eventu- 
ally connect to the province of Cavite, 
according to Osmefia. 

“The road also connects to the Sen- 
ate. I don't know if this is good or bad 
for Pepe's memory,” he said, drawing 
laughter from the guests at yesterday's 
inauguration, among them former 
President Corazon Aquino and her son 
Sen. Benigno Aquino III, Sen. Joker Ar- 
royo, and members of Diokno's family. 

Овтеба said the bill seeking to name a 
street in honor of Diokno, who died on 
Feb. 27, 1987, was among the first two 
measures that he filed before the Senate. 

“We almost got the bill renaming 
Taft Avenue [in Manila] after Pepe 

"passed, until we faced opposition from. 
the National Historical Commission 
and then Manila Mayor Lito Atienza,” 
Osmefia said 

He said it took the Senate another 
five years to find and name a "less con- 
troversial" road in Diokno's honor. 


‘Acrime’ 

But Senator Arroyo declared that 
the tribute was “alittle too late and too 
small.” 

‘Arroyo, who said he admired Diokno 
for intelligence, courage and nationalism, 
said the man was the father of the human 
rights movement in the Philippines. 

“Nobody can take that away from 
him. It was a crime that Taft Avenue 
was not renamed after this great man," 
Arroyo said. 

Carmen Diokno said she still found 
the tribute to her husband unreal. 

Sitting in front of his blown-up pic- 
ture showing him smoking a cigarette, 
and holding her own cigarette “Pepe- 
style,” the widow said she had actually 
asked the proponents of the law to stop 
working on it. 

“In a sense, I never thought that it 
would happen," she said softly, smil- 
ing. "[The lawmakers] have been 
working on this for so long, and I felt 
sorry for them. Itold them to stop na.” 

Carmen Diokno also said that were 
he stil alive, her husband would have 
been uncomfortable with the honor. 
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“But it was nice of our senators and 
congressman to do this for him. He re- 
ally lived for his country,” she sai 


Brilliant 

She expressed her family's hope 
that through the newly named boule- 
vard, Filipinos would remember what 
Diokno did in his lifetime. 

Diokno was born on Feb. 26, 1922, 


to the late Ramon Diokno, a former as- 
sociate justice of the Supreme Court, 
and Eleanor Wright, an American who 
became a Filipino citizen. 

The boy showed brilliance even as a 
young student, graduating with dis- 
tinction from grade school and com- 
pleting high school at De La Salle Col- 
lege (now De La Salle University- 
Manila) as valedictorian in 1937. 


In 1940, he earned his bachelor’s de- 
gree in commerce, summa cum laude, at 
the same school. He topped the board ex- 
amination for certified public accountants 
in that year with a rating of 81.18 percent. 
In 1944, without finishing his law de- 
gree, he took and topped the bar exami- 
nation, with a rating of 95.3 percent. 
Immediately after passing the bar, 
the young Diokno embarked on a law 


‘THE DIOKNO clan gathers on Tuesday during the inauguration of the boulevard named after the late activist lawyer and 
nationalist, Jose W. “Pepe” Diokno, near the Mall of Asia in Pasay City. 
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practice, handling and winning contro- 
versial cases. His excellence brought 
him to public prominence and in 1961, 
then President Diosdado Macapagal ap- 
pointed him justice secretary. 

As a senator, Diokno was a persis- 
tent proponent of pro-Filipino legisla- 
tion, notably the Industrial Incentives 
Law, which provided incentives to Fil- 
ipino investors and entrepreneurs in 
order to place control of the Philippine 
economy in the hands of Filipinos. 

He also continually opposed the dis- 
patch of troops to wars overseas and 
‘waged a campaign against the spoils sys- 
tem that dominated Philippine politics. 

For his courage and considerable 
contribution to legislation, Diokno was 
consistently voted outstanding senator. 


Martial law 

‘When Ferdinand Marcos imposed mar- 
tial law, Diokno was one of the first mem- 
bers ofthe opposition to be arrested. 

A marker placed near the boulevard. 
states that Diokno was arrested by mem- 
bers of the military on Sept. 23, 1972, 
and that he was imprisoned for 718 days 
without being brought to trial. 

Upon his release in 1974, Diokno or- 
ganized the Free Legal Assistance 
Group (FLAG), which provided free le- 
gal services to victims of oppression 
under martial law. He continually 
fought for the restoration of democra- 
cy up to the “Edsa Revolution” in 
February 1986. 

“My father thought that with the end 
of martial law, things would be better 
for all Filipinos. He would have been 
upset with but challenged by the recent 
worsening of events in the country" 
said Maria Socorro Diokno, his sixth 
child and FLAG secretary general 

Socorro, who worked for her father 
as a receptionist and executive assis- 
tant for 13 years, said he died loving 
his country 

"tf he were alive now, he would not 
have tolerated the killings and disap- 
pearances of activists. He would be on 
the street and in the courts every day,” 
she said. 

She also said she found it funny that the 
boulevard named after her father was still 
unfinished: Чез just like my dad, whose 
‘work was unfinished when he passed on.” 
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Not only: can Chadleen smile, she can sing! 
^ 


From pago Al 
show her teeth in a perfect smile, 
speak without difficulty and whistle 
to her hearts content. She even 
made it as a grand finalist in an am- 
ateur singing tilt in Cebu City when 
she was 11, besting more experi- 
enced child performers. 

The budding songstress pranced 
in heels and tight fitting jeans, a far 
cry from the child who was often 
taunted for her facial deformities. 

Chadleen is among the 19,074 ben- 
eficiaries of Op-Smile Philippines mis- 
sion to fx the disfigured lips and 
palates of children all over the country. 


25thyear 

The US-based medica! charity, es- 
tablished in 1982, will be marking 
its 25th anniversary on Nov. 7-16 
with the “World Journey of Smiles” 
in 40 sites across 25 countries—and_ 
5,000 new smiles in the making. It is 
mobilizing more than 1,500 volun- 
teers in Asia, Eastern Europe, Africa, 
the Middle East and Latin America. 

The project will be the largest 
surgical mission to be ever conduct- 
ed by Operation Smile Inc., said Dr. 
William Magee, who founded the 
group with his wife Kathy. 

"This is our anniversary gift to 
children around the world. Our 
goal is to bring smiles and hope to 
children worldwide,” Magee said in 
a press conference yesterday. 

“We are also collecting genetic 
samples from 25 countries world- 
wide, to be made available to genet- 
ic researchers wanting to find out 
the cause of cleft lips and to put a 
stop to it,” he added. 

Aside from performing surgeries for 
free, Op-Smile trains local doctors and 
nurses, and provides medical equip- 
ment for them to be able to create 
smiles for those born without them. 


RP volunteers 

Composed of volunteer doctors, 
nurses, businessmen and civic lead- 
ers, the group has made a total of 
151 missions in the Philippines. 

Dr. Laurence Loh, Op-Smile Philip- 
pines president, announced that 
three facilities dedicated to fixing 
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CHADLEEN Lacdo-o, 12, who was operated on fora cleft palate when she was 
5, belts out a song during a press conference at Sofitel Philippine Plaza attended 
by the top officials of Operation Smile. Chadleen was a grand finalist in an 


ging contest in Cebu City when she was II years old. 


cleft lips and other facial deformities 
would be put up at the OsMak, the 
Brokenshire Hospital in Davao City 
and the Cebu Cleft Center, 

‘Once operational, Magee said the 
“comprehensive cleft centers” would 
be able to operate on children year- 
round, which, he added, would hope- 
fully hasten the mission's growth. 

Op-Smile is eyeing three sites for 
its World Journey of Smiles leg in the 
country: The Davao Medical Center, 
the Bicol Medical Center in Naga 
and the Ospital ng Makati (OsMak). 

“We are targetting 500 children,” 
said Edith Villanueva, vice chair of 
Op-Smile Philippines. Her group 
has 160 volunteers. 


Ceremonial cut 

‘The Magees, along with other of- 
ficers, will make the “ceremonial 
first cut" in a child's cleft lip and 
palate in Naga, kicking off the 
week-long medical marathon. 
Magee treated 82 patients during 
the first mission in Naga in 1982. 

For Chadleen, who underwent a 
45-minute surgery when she was 5 
years old, her initial fear of having 
her lips cut and shaped into a pretty 
mold gave way to the excitement of 
being able to smile with ease. 

"I was a bit afraid, but when I 
thought of being able to smile for 
once, it all went away,” the girl said 
in an interview. 

No longer a shy lass, Chadleen 
breezes through the repertoire of 
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female artists, like Sarah Geronimo, 
Celine Dion and Beyonce. She is 
taking up lessons at the Center for 
Pop Music to help her improve her 
singing, her mother Bebot said. 
“Before, I was teased whenever I 
sang. They said I didn't know how 
to speak because of this impair- 
ment,” Chadleen said in Filipino. 
The only word she could speak 
without fail is “mama,” she said. 
The girl is now a high school 
freshman at Mandaue Christian 
School. She wears braces on the up- 
perteeth to help correct the growth, 
and speaks without any difficulty. 


Lifetime stigma 

For May Klaire Parparan, another 
Op-Smile beneficiary, the mission is 
more than free plastic surgery to 
those who couldn't afford to fix 
their deformed faces. 

“You rescued us from a lifelong 
stigma and made our situation 
more bearable,” said the nursing 
student, who had two operations 
when she was 4 and 12 years old. 

Smiling effusively throughout her 
speech yesterday, May Klaire seemed 
never to tire of baring her teeth in a 
grin to punctuate her every sentence. 

With a trembling nod toward her 
‘American benefactor, she added: ‘A 
word of thank you can never be 
enough. But I would like to say that 
you are our knight in shining armor 

.. you helped us discover our self- 
worth.” 
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KATHY Magee, Operation Smile Inc. president, and husband Dr. William Magee J 
Operation Smile Inc. chief executive officer, shed tears of joy as they listen to one 
Operation Smile's beneficiaries sing during a press conference at the Sofitel 
Philippine Plaza. At right is Edith Villanueva, vice chair of Operation Si 
Philippines. 
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Posturing 


VER THE WEEKEND, AS THE NATION REMEM- 
О bered its dead, President Macapagal-Arroyo at- 
tended to keeping her political prospects alive and 
kicking. On Nov. 1, vehicles of Pampanga officials were 
seen parked along J.P Laurel Street, indicating a huddle 
in Malacafiang. It was just one of many such meetings, in- 
cluding the summoning of first-term congressmen on two 
occasions in recent weeks. On Satur- 
EDITORIAL day, another meeting was held at the 
Palace. There, former President Fidel 
Ramos, Speaker Jose de Venecia, the President and the 
usual suspects, young and old (and all so thoroughly cor- 
rupted by power), basically decided that their loyalty to 
their country ends where their loyalty to their party be- 
gins. 

Mandaluyong Rep. Neptali Gonzales Jr. put it bluntly: 
the Speaker “should not also alienate his House allies in 
pushing for his moral revolution advocacy.” Translation: 
What are we in power for? 

Two days later, her party intramurals tidied up, the 
President addressed foreign and local city government 
leaders, and distilled the party line: "We like to think that. 
even the opposition [leaders] are committed to the public 
good and like us, that they want to find common ground 
to move the nation forward. We have made huge strides 
with our economy, including 27 quarters of growth, a 
surge in investments, six million new jobs, a strong peso 
and the best stock market in a generation. We are confi- 
dent that politicians, especially the city officials here with 
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the progress." 


thanks for the half a million, anyway. 


progress. 


President's cash bar and buffet. 


us tonight, want to continue with the gains and not stop 


The exemplar of this progress is the increasingly insti- 
tutionalized Malacafiang cash bar and buffet, courtesy of 
the President. Yesterday, after weeks of bumbling and 
confusion, the source of the half-a-million-peso cash buf- 
fet servings to congressmen was finally revealed. It was 
Kampi, the President's very own pet pany, that doled out 
the money. Manila Rep. Bienvenido Abante Jr. claimed 
that Deputy Speaker Amelita Villarosa claimed in turn to 
have doled out the cash, and that he was surprised Kampi 
was giving him, a Lakas member, money. But he said 


To be fair, Abante shouldn't have been surprised. Party 
affiliation has never been so meaningless as it is now. We 
should point out that no president, ever, has been so 
promiscuous when it comes to party affiliation, thus ren- 
dering it inconsequential. Ms Arroyo is titular head of 
Lakas-CMD, of the Liberal Party and of Kampi. All previ- 

, pus presidents were content to head one party or move- 
ment at a time. But this is part of Ms Arroyo's claims of 


What the President has proven is that her idea of 
democracy is posturing. Ramos can complain about the 
President's pardon for Estrada being a "national calami- 
ty,” but then she manages to trot him out before the cam- 
eras to preen and do his trademark thumbs-up like any 
other minor party functionary. The Speaker can shriek 
about a "moral revolution,” but he has to pipe down when 
his fellow congressmen point out that morality is some- 
thing that shouldn't disturb the delights of access to the 


And the opposition? Posturing is welcome, too, and so 
long as it is within limits, you can bet the cash bar will 
now open up to the Estradas and their friends, too. 

When former President Joseph Estrada announced he 
supports impeachment, he did so only after renouncing 


NOT MANY KNOW IT, BUT THERE IS ANOTH- 
er art treasure missing from the National Press 
Club building. That is the portrait of National 
“Artist Vicente Manansala that used to hang be- 
side the mural on press freedom that he paint- 
ed. It disappeared at about the same time the 
mural did. It was probably given or sold to the 
unknown buyer as a bonus. It was a good like- 
ness of the maestro and could fetch a minor 
fortune. 

Where did the money go? The NPC officers 
are not saying. That portrait belongs to NPC 
members, not to the NPC president(?) or any 
of the other officers(?). The NPC book of ac- 
counts does not say how much the club re- 
ceived for that portrait. They should tell the 
members what happened to the portrait. 

(I placed question marks after "president" 
and “officers” because they were not elected by 
the members. Like President(?] Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо to whom they are making sipsip, their le- 
gitimacy is under question. No wonder they 
love each other. During the regular NPC elec- 
tions, they held their own election in the park- 
ing lot and lost. They went to court and asked 
for new elections which the court, surprisingly, 
granted. The group that won refused to partici- 
pate in the new election, claiming it was ille- 
gal, so the present officers[?] were proclaimed 
by default. The other group has questioned 
that proclamation in court, but the case has not 
moved for almost two years now. They took 
their oaths of office before GMA in Mala- 
cafiang. Birds of a feather flock together) 

1n justifying the censorship of the new mural 
painted by the Neo-Angono Artists Collective, 
NPC president(?) Roy Mabasa said the artists 
“did not follow their instructions.” Obviously, 
Mabasa is ignorant of etiquette in ап. You do not 
censor or alter a work of art without the arises 
approval. If you dont like the painting, you re- 
tum itto the artist. Mabasa should have rerurned 
the mural to the Angono Collective if he didn't 
like it. He didn’t have the right to alter it. That 


Neal H. Cruz 


work of art belongs to the artists even if the NPC 
paid for it. Itisa work of art and not the same asa 
piece of clothing that you are free to alter after 
you buy it. Tampering with a work of art without 
the consent of the artist is sacrilege in the art 
world, and artists, art critics and art lovers аге 
understandably outraged. (When 1 had that mu- 
ral cleaned and retouched after it was damaged 
by a бте, 1 had Manansala himself do it with the 
help of other artists under his direction.) 

The general membership did not ask 
Mabasa to have a new mitral thadeté replace! 
the original one that he surrepritiously sold, 
They want the original Manansala mural re- 
turned. And the Manansala portrait. 

Mabasa and the NPG board probably thought 
that a new mural would assuage the outrage of 
the members over the secret sale of the original. 
That would have been a profitable swap for them. 
They got P10 million for the old one and paid only 
P900,000 for the new one. Thats like the trick in 
Aladdin of offering “new lamps for old” 

But Mabasa et al. are not fooling anybody. 
‘The NPC members want nothing less than the 
return of the original. What Mabasa et al. are 
trying to do is like swapping the Mona Lisa 
with a piece done by Peck Piñon. 

‘The Government Service Insurance System 
(GSIS) also wants the return of the Manansala 
mural. It claims ownership of that valuable 
mural and has sued the NPC board, the un- 
known buyer and the agent (Odette Alcantara 
of Heritage Art Gallery) for qualified theft. 

‘The NPC building was built with a loan from 
the GSIS with the lot and building as collateral 


When the NPC did not repay the loan, the GSIS 
foreclosed the mortgage, and the lot and build: 
ings became the property of the GSIS. When the 
NPC did not pay the real estate taxes through 
the years, the Manila treasurer sold the proper 
ty at public auction as the law requires and the 
GSIS bought it. Thus, the state insurance firm 
owns the NPC property twice over. 

Nevertheless, the GSIS allowed the NPC to 
use the building for free. The NPC has not paid 
a single centavo in rent to the GSIS through all 
the years. Instead of gratitude, the GSIS said in 
its complaint, the NPC repaid its generosity by 
“stealing” the Manansala mural and selling it 
for P10 million, Atleast P3 million of thar has 
already been spent. 

So the GSIS told the NPC to vacate the prop- 
erty and has asked the court to eject the “squat- 
ters.” The GSIS is justified in throwing out the 
present officers for their ingratitude. The NPC 

shasthot-said-anything In its defense except that 

«athe mural isnot a part of the building and there- 
fore does not belong to the GSIS. The later says 
it belongs to the millions of GSIS members and 
that it is the duty of its officers to get it back. 

But the judge is sitting on the case. Is he or 
she in cahoots with the NPC board? 

Т was a witness to the origin of thar mural 
when I was with the old Manila Chronicle then 
owned by the Lopez family. The NPC building 
was then still being built. As their contribution 
to the building, the Lopezes decided to commis- 
sion Manansala to paint the mural and donate it 
to the NPC. It was painted by the artist directly 
on the lawanit walls of the dining room, even 
incorporating the air-conditioning ducts and 
serving counter and door in the design. It was 
not painted on canvas outside and then brought 
into the building like an easel painting. 

Therefore, itis part of the building it owns, 
the GSIS claims, and when the NPC sold it 
without its knowledge and permission (and 
the NPC members), that was qualified theft. 

Return the Manansala mural and portrait! 


calls for Ms Arroyo to step down. The sentiment was 
echoed by his son and political heir, Sen. Jinggoy Estrada. 
How meaningless Estrada's support for impeachment 


filed by lawyer Roel Pulido. 


Republic. 


is, is betrayed by the comment of Rep. Ronaldo Zamora, 
lone congressman of the Estrada bailiwick, San Juan. 
Zamora referred to the submission of a supplement pre- 
pared by Adel Tamano (who served as spokesman of the 
Genuine Opposition) as “frivolous,” even though the sup- 
plement was meant to fortify the impeachment complaint 


In other words, money is power, the President has the 
money, and everyone else's power—Ramos, De Venecia, 
Estrada—will be subsidized by the President so long as 
they keep her in power. Forget Ramos’ claims to morals. 
Or the accusations leveled by De Venecia's son. Or Estra- 
da's claim to being more than an over-the-hill ex-con. 
They have all bowed before the real power in our Buffet 
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THE SALE OF THE ORIGINAL MANANSALA 
mural already showed what the National Press 
Club has become: an institution that exists not 
to defend press freedom but to augment per- 
sonal income. Though I don't know that they 
didn’t do Vicente Manansala a service by relo- 
cating his work elsewhere, possibly to more de- 
serving surroundings. The last time маз in the 
NPC, which must have been the previous centu- 
xy GiterallyD, I thought the mural, worn-out 
and fading, was a forlom commentary on a 
place that once rang with the voices of Chino 
Roces, Tato Constantino, Tony Zumel and other 
stout advocates of the press but now rang only 
with drunken laughter and the clink of coins. 

Itused to be a place for the exchange of ideas. 
‘Today, its a place for the exchange of, well, 1 in- 
vite all self-respecting ў who have 
avoided it like a plague over the last decade to 
supply what gets to be exchanged there. No, I 
wasn't surprised at all that the NPC connived 
with the Presidential Security Group to redo the 
Angono Artis! commissioned work to make it 
more palatable to their patron). I would have 
been surprised if they hadn't. You have а fake 
press organization, you have a fake president, 
‘you'll want a fake view of press freedom. Fm sur- 
prised they didn't fake the mural itself 

‘When I saw a photograph of the Angono work 
‘on our front page last Sunday, my first reaction 
‘was to wonder what in God's, or the other fel- 
lows, name the NPC was doing being in the cen- 
ter of things in an artistic rendering of press free- 
dom. It should have been nowhere in sight, 
which is where itis right now: neither here nor 
there. But then realized that the NPC wasn't the 
problem, anymore than Malacafiang is. It is the 
people squatting in them. The institutions are 
genuine, their occupants are fake. The question 
is: Why aren't the self-respecting journalists of 
this country rising up to take back what is theirs? 

ean only add my voice to those who have al- 
ready condemned the censorship the NPC prac- 
ticed when it moved to redo, or indeed remove, 
certain details from the mural. Chief of them the 


Perversion: 


THERE’S 
THE RUB 


Conrado 
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one where a newspaper head that proclaimed 
“Press Freedom Fighters Son Abducted” was 
changed to “Press Freedom Fight Is On.” And the 
pictures of Edita Burgos and Jonas Burgos made 
unrecognizable. Joe Burgos must be turning in 
his grave. Edita and Jonas’ other kin and friends 
must be burning in their rage. 

An NPC director, Joel Sy Egco, would say later 
he was initially shocked and even wanted to boy- 
cort the mural's unveiling (by GMA) but realized 
NPC president Roy Mabasa meant no harm when 
he ordered the “minor changes." The day you see 
the difference between those two heads as minor 
is the day you'll see the difference between the 
pre-martial law Manila Times and the martial- 
law Daily Express as minor. Or since that analogy 
will probably be lost on the post-martial law ba- 
bies, the day you see the difference benween 
those two heads as minor is the day you'll see the 
difference between Mother Teresa and Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo as minor. 

Mabasa would later lament that the Angono 
artists went public with their protest instead of 
sitting down with them to discuss the alter- 
ations. What's this, kaya ‘to sa maboteng us- 
apan? Thank God the Angono artists, like all 
true artists and writers, understood at once that 
the difference between “Press Freedom Fight- 
ers Son Abducted” and "Press Freedom Fight Is 
On” is the difference between life and death. 
Hell, thank God the Angono artists understood 
press freedom better than their “art patrons.” 

But in the end—a thing that seems to have 
been lost in this furor—the bigger affront to 
press freedom is not that the NPC, the one or- 
ganization tasked to defend it, should attempt 
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to suppress it in a work they themselves com 
missioned. What's so is the NPC inviting GMA 
in the first place to unveil a mural about press 
freedom. That is the most unkindest cut of all. 
125 bad enough that the NPC has not added 
its voice to the condemnation of the “culture of 
impunity” which has claimed the lives of scores 
of journalists across this country. A "culture of 
impunity"—the term comes from Reporters 
Without Borders—that has happened during 
GMAs watch and is being blamed by Reporters 
and other genuine journalist organizations to 
GMAS administration itself. The silence consti- 
tutes dereliction of dury of an epic scale. But 
it's positively rubbing salt on wound to inflicr 
the universally perceived source of the scourge 
‘upon the victim's kin as the one person that is 
trying mightily to dispel it. Sniveling cow- 
ardice is one thing, groveling sycophancy is an- 
other. The first is forgivable, the second is not. 
And if that is rubbing salt on wound, how call 
what the NPC just did, which is turning the indict- 
ment, "Press Freedom Fighters Son Abducted” in- 
to the endorsement, "Press Freedom Fight Is On"? 
leave Edita Burgos and the kin of the other vic- 
tims of govemments "war against joumal- 
iss" which is more real than its “war against ter- 
rorists"—1o apprise the world of the sensation. 
Even if GMA were not being blamed by the. 
world as the source of the killings, the NPC's 
choice of her to unveil a work depicting press 
freedom insults journalists. It suggests a com- 
pletely wrongheaded notion of press freedom, 
Which is that it owes to the benevolence of gov- 
ernment rather than the vigilance of the jour 
nalism community itself. When this country of- 
fers only proof of the latter, not least early last 
year when GMA tried to muzzle the press with 
Proclamation 1017 and the press fought back 
by defying its strictures. If the NPC had wanted 
a woman of true stature to represent press 
freedom, it should have gotten Eggie Apostol. 
But that presumes that the NPC is an inde- 
pendent body and not an extension of Ignacio 
Bunye's office 
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‘THE GRANT OF PARDON TO JOSEPH ESTRADA, 
while expectedly inviting moral indignation, has 
surprisingly not generated criticism, or, even less, 
raised eyebrows in the legal community. Appar- 
ently, the implicit understanding is that the Presi- 
dents act, though ethically challenged, is consti- 
tutionally sound, echoing the much-maligned 
positivist teaching that what is legal is not neces- 
sarily moral. Consistent with the fil-in-the-blanks 
tradition of learning in law schools today, the "le- 
gal" question is reduced to compliance with con- 
ditions, i.e., to whether the pardon was given af- 
ter conviction by final judgment. Because the par- 
don was for a conviction in a criminal (and notan 
impeachment) case, the limitation on the Presi- 
dents authority did not arise. 

This reading is vacuous. 

The Constitution provides: "Except in cases of 
impeachment ... the President may grant ... par- 
dons, and remit fines and forfeitures, after con- 
viction by final judgment.” Who said that the con- 
viction must first be handed down by the Senate 
sitting as an impeachment court? As far as one 
can gather, the only requirement is that there be a 
“conviction by final judgment,” nothing more. 

The real question is whether Erap's impeach- 
ment (a collective act of at least a third of the mem- 
bers of the House, and a feat astoundingly difficult 
to repeat) bars the President from granting a par- 
don for a conviction in a criminal case where the 
causes of action in both the impeachment and crim- 
inal cases are identical. Phrased this way the consti- 
tutional question becomes a matter of how policy 
should direct our constitutional reading. 

‘The key insight is the fact that Erap was not im- 
peached for being a drunkard and tried before the 
Sandiganbayan for womanizing. He was im- 
peached by the House and convicted by the Sandi- 
ganbayan for the crime of plunder. Sure, a convic- 
tion before the Senate and the Sandiganbayan 
have different consequences (removal from office 
in the former, incarceration in the later), but there 


ONE OF THE POINTS RAISED BY OFFICERS OF 
the Biotechnology Coalition of the Philippines 
(BCP) was that, compared to traditional forms of 
biotechnology which rely on natural processes to 
modify or alter the nature of certain foods—such 
as fermentation, cross-breeding or pickling—ge- 
netic modification targets precise genes in one 
plant that bears desirable qualities and implants 
these genes into another plant. 

But Dr. Emerlito Borromeo, whose letter I quot- 
ed from extensively yesterday, contests this claim, 
which he says is “only partially true.” He clarifies: 
Locating a gene for a desired character (such as 
for producing a toxin that kills insects) from the 
source organism, extracting it, engineering it (re- 
moving and/or adding a segment to make it func- 
tional in the target organism) 1 will concede is 
very precise. But putting the engineered gene in 
the target organism is not precise. It is a hit-or- 
miss thing. The scientists do not know where the 
gene inserted would exactly lodge in (i.e. in 
"Which place in the organism's own genetic map it 
would reside), what other resident genes would 
be affected, what unintended effects would hap- 
pen, or even if the inserted genes would be func- 
tional at all. That is why GMO developers have to 
target thousands of cells, and out of thousands of 
cells only a few cells are fit enough to survive, 
grow into whole plants, and express the desired 
character. Those expressing the desired character 
have to be thoroughly tested to determine if there 
are other changes, unintended and undesirable, 
that happened during the process. And that is not 
the end of the story yet, the engineered plant still 
has to be crossbred to a suitable line or variety 
(following conventional protocol which, in Dr. 
Barzaga's words, jumble up the gene) as part of 
the cleansing and/or improvement process be- 
fore coming up with the commercial GM variety" 
BORROMEO adds that “unintended effects (de- 
sirable or not) happen in both conventional 
cross breeding and genetic engineering of 
crops." The difference is that “unintended ef- 
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is no denying the identity of the acts for which he. 
‘was prosecuted. In other words, “cases” refer to 
the subject matter of the litigation. It therefore 
makes little sense to say that because Erap was 
convicted by the Sandiganbayan and not by the 
‘Senate, then the constitutional bar against pardon 
"in cases of impeachment” no longer applies. The 
phrase pertains to impeachable offenses for which 
cases were filed by the House. 

‘Conviction by final judgment is required by the 
Constitution only for those cases filed before the 
regular courts. The idea here is to prevent an ac- 
cused from forum shopping by simultaneously 
litigating before the courts and at the same time 
seeking executive clemency. It has little bearing 
on cases of impeachment where the bar against 
pardon is triggered once one-third of the House 
decides to file a complaint by sending the Articles 
of Impeachment to the Senate, thus making a 
“case” out of a petition for impeachment. But the 
principle remains the same: so long as the subject 
matter of the impeachment case is identical with 
the one filed before a regular court, the prohibi- 
tion against pardon should remain. The policy is 
meant to preclude the President from exercising 
her constitutional prerogative in those matters 
where a substantial number of representatives of 
the people believe that an impeachable officer 
had committed grave public offenses. 

A contrary reading would result in the absurdity 
many who would so casually read the Constitution 
are surprisingly willing to overlook: that Erap, 
who was convicted by proof beyond reasonable 
doubt before the Sandiganbayan, is now subject to 
pardon; whereas, had he been convicted before 
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fects resulting from natural breeding are un- 
known only to man, but is already known to na- 
ture. Much of the unintended deleterious effect. 
of natural breeding must have already been cor- 
rected or eliminated through crop evolution and. 
by nature's own preventive mechanisms. Plant 
breeders often see much deleterious effects of 
jumbling of genes only when plants that would 
not readily mate in nature (i.e. can still be mated 
but natural barriers to mating are already build- 
ing up) are forced to mate. No one can be more 
precise than nature. When plants are cross-bred, 
genes are exchanged only in very specific loca- 
tions, with its own specific pair.” 

In contrast, the doctor writes, “unintended 
effects caused by genetic engineering are un- 
known both to man and to nature. There is no 
evolutionary history or evolutionary correc- 
tion to speak of. Everything is new. Thorough 
testing for unintended effects need to be un- 
dertaken. That is why GMOs are highly regu- 
lated. If they are very precise as claimed by Dr. 
Barzaga, why are they highly regulated?” 
BARZAGAS work on modifying tomatoes to pro- 
vide immunity against rabies also comes under 
Borromeo's scrutiny. "I have no objection using 
biotechnology to develop plant-derived vaccines, 
in so much as most modern day vaccines are de- 
rived from cultured animal or microbial cells in 
bioreactors," says Borromeo. “But it should be 
done for the right reason and with utmost pre- 
caution. Using commonly cultivated food plants, 
for that purpose is a very risky and irresponsible 
proposition. Once GM pharma plants become 
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OPINION 
Pardoning the unpardonable 


the Senate on whatever evidence acceptable to a 
group of senators (who may or may not be familiar 
with the technical rules of admission and exclu- 
sion in trials), he would not have been so eligible 
fora pardon. Why should we read the Constitution 
in such a way that it becomes easier for an accused 
to get off the hook in a case that is more difficult 
for the government to prove than in an identical 
case that requires a lower threshold of evidence? 
Suppose Erap's trial before the Senate was ful- 
ly heard and ended in an acquittal, allowing him 
to finish his term. Thereafter, the same cases were 
filed against him before the Sandiganbayan 
which, this time around, convicted him. Does Er- 
ap's successor have the authority to pardon him? 
Ofcourse not. The refusal of the Senate to convict 
him is a purely political matter. It may be that the 
senators were truly fond of Erap, indebted to him, 
reigned in by the party, or convinced of his inno- 
‘cence. This judgment is subject to correction (or 
validation) through the electoral process. But the. 
charge of plunder by the House remains and so 
the bar should operate so long as it is for these. 
acts that Erap is eventually convicted. The act of 
the House in filing "cases of impeachment” is sep- 
arate from the decision of the Senate to acquit. 
Chief Justice Reynato Puno, in Estrada v. Ar- 
royo, wrote that the basis of Erap's resignation was 
the people's exercise of their free speech and pub- 
lic assembly rights, norms that rank high in the 
constitutional order. President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
in pardoning Estrada, spits on the face of all those 
who stand against corruption and rejects the very 
source of her assumption to power. The least we 
‘owe the country is to read the Constitution with a 
sense of history informed by a need for justice. 


Florin T. Hilbay was the 1999 bar topnotcher and 
holds a master’s of law degree from Yale University. 
He is vice chair of Bantay Katarungan and an assis- 
tant professor at the University of the Philippines 
College of Law. 


publicly available, they would inevitably contam- 
inate the regular rice, fruits and vegetables that 
we eat every day. Would you like to be eating rice, 
bananas, tomatoes with traces of, or sub-optimal 
doses of a cocktail of immunogenic drugs without 
you knowing it? Could you imagine what it 
‘would do to your immune system? 

“The anti-rabies tomatoes, let me call them 
"tomarab' for short, being developed by Dr. Barza- 
ga is another classic misuse of genetic modifica- 
tion. It is a solution looking for a problem to 
solve. Claiming that it will cost only about 10 per- 
cent of the current cost of anti-rabies injections is 
pure guesswork when it is not even known how 
many kilogram of tomatoes one has to consume 
in order to be adequately protected from rabies. 

“Rabies incidence in the Philippines is high, 
(and) immunizations for humans are expensive. 

are the main carrier and spreader of rabies in 
the Philippines... Rabies in dogs can be eradicated, 
as have been accomplished in other countries. 
What is needed is political will, at least at the local 
government level, to conduct regular rabies surveil- 
lance, eliminate rabid dogs, manage stray dogs, and 
regularly vaccinate dogs. If they will argue that this. 
is not easy to do, developing and using 'tomarab* 
will not be any less difficult, or any less costly" 


OTHER problems will also arise should 
“tomarab” be successfully developed, says Bor- 
romeo. Seeds for these GMO tomatoes cannot 


He also raises related issues like the condi- 
tions under which ‘tomarab’ would be grown, 
testing of the plants for effective drug content, 
storage of the modified plants, and even who 
will "administer" the modified tomatoes. Asks 
Borromeo: "There are just too many things that 
can go wrong, such as fake "tomarab, or a 
“tomarab' that did not produce or have the right 
amount of active substance. Who will bear the 
responsibility should anything go wrong?” 


Musharraf's last act? 


DESPERATE TO HOLD ON TO POWER, PERVEZ 
Musharraf has discarded Pakistan's constitutional 
framework and declared a state of emergency. His 
goal? To stifle the independent judiciary and free 
media. Artfully, though shamelessly, he has tried to 
sell this action as an effort to bring about stability 
and help fight the war on terror more effectively. 

Nothing could be further from the truth. If Pak- 
istan's history is any indicator, his decision to im- 
pose martial law may prove to be the proverbial 
straw that breaks the camel's back. 

General Musharraf appeared on the national 
scene on Oct. 12, 1999, when he ousted an elect- 
ed government and announced an ambitious “na- 
tion-building” project. Many Pakistanis, disillu- 
sioned with Pakistan’s political class, remained 
mute, thinking that he might deliver. The Sept. 
11, 2001 terrorist attacks on America brought 
Musharraf into the international limelight as he 
agreed to ditch the Taliban and support the Unit- 
ed States-led war on terror. 

‘Musharraf clamped down on some religious mil- 
itants operating inside Pakistan and also on those 
fighting Indian forces in Kashmir. As a result, Pak- 
istan was rewarded with US financial assistance 
and arms. In furtherance of his re-alignment, 
‘Musharraf sent the Pakistani army into the tribal ar- 
eas bordering Afghanistan for the first time since 
Pakistan's independence. Operations there against 
‘Taliban and al-Qaida forces brought mixed results. 

Although the United States viewed Musharraf 
as an agent of change, he has never achieved do- 
mestic political legitimacy, and his policies were 
seen as rife with contradictions. For example, he 
made alliances with Islamist political forces (who 
in 2004 voted for constitutional changes legitimiz- 
ing his position and actions). At the same time, he 
sidelined moderate, mainstream political leaders 
while claiming that he stood for “enlightened 
moderation.” A series of il-planned military oper- 
ations in the tribal areas further complicated the 
situation in the volatile border region. 

Last March, Musharraf took his boldest step, 
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Hassan Abbas 


removing the chief justice of the Supreme Court, 
Ifrikhar Chaudhry. To the surprise of many, the 
country's legal community organized a nation- 
‘wide movement to restore Chaudhry to his post. 
Hundreds of thousands of ordinary people de- 
manded the rule of law and the supremacy of the 
constitution, emboldening the judiciary and 
changing the country's political dynamic. In a his- 
toric ruling that Musharraf had litte choice but to 
accept, the Supreme Court itself reinstated the 
chief justice in July. 

Subsequently, the energized judiciary continued 
ruling against government decisions, embarrassing 
the government, especially its intelligence agencies. 
Government officials were held accountable for ac- 
tions that were usually beyond the reach of the law, 
ranging from brutal beatings of journalist to illegal 
confinement for "national security" 

Musharraf and his political allies tried to adjust 
tothis new reality but their patience ran out when 
the Supreme Court took up petitions against 
‘Musharraf's decision to run for president. Accord- 
ing to the constitution, a serving military official 
cannot run for an elected office. Musharraf was 
not ready to give up his military post, but also 
wanted to be a civilian president. While he an- 
nounced that he would leave his military position 
"if" he was elected president, his track record of 
reneging on his promises haunted the judiciary. 

‘The proceedings of the court over the last few 
weeks made Musharraf jittery. The decision of the 
1l-member bench might easily have gone against 
him. Legally cornered, Musharraf decided to 
abandon constitutionality, removing the leading 
judges of the Supreme Court and provincial high 


courts and putting curbs on the media. Lawyers, 
human rights activists and political leaders have 
since been arrested. 

‘There is widespread public resentment in re- 
sponse to these moves. Rather than taking responsi- 
bility for the deteriorating security situation (as evi- 
denced by regular suicide bomb attacks) and the in- 
creasing Talibanization of the tribal areas, Mushar- 
raf has tried to blame the judiciary and media. To be 
sure, in some cases, judicial activism was obvious 
(though within the realm of constitutional law), 
and the media also made mistakes. But by no 
stretch of the imagination can these be linked to re- 
ligious extremism or support for militancy. 

Itis unlikely that Musharraf's latest gambit will 
succeed, as his popular support is at its lowest. 
ebb, Pakistan's armed forces—repeated targets of 
suicide bombers—have become demoralized. It is 
difficult to imagine them standing with Mushar- 
raf should civil conflict erupt. Nor can a weak, 
embattled and disoriented Musharraf be expect- 
ed to fight Islamic militancy effectively or bring 
political stability to Pakistan. 

Opposition political parties are drawing closer 
together, and former Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto, despite progress in her power-sharing ne- 
gotiations with Musharraf, has strongly con- 
demned his actions. Human rights bodies, media 
associations and lawyers’ organizations are ex- 
pected to defy the emergency, which will pitthem 
against the security forces. 

‘Terrorists may also benefit by attacking a pre- 
occupied army and political forces aligned with 
Musharraf. In the event of sustained protests and 
potential violence, top military commanders may 
decide to send Musharraf home—a decision that 
would not be unprecedented in Pakistan's chroni- 
cally turbulent history. Project Syndicate. 


Hassan Abbas served in the administrations of both 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto and President Per- 
vez Musharraf He is now a research fellow at Har- 
vard University's Kennedy School of Government. 
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LAST WEEK I WROTE ABOUT DR. MITA PARDO DE TAVERA, 
former social welfare secretary and pioneer in community- 
based tuberculosis control, who passed away two weeks ago. 
Mamita, as friends called her, was a second mother to me. Ido 
mot think she would have wanted me to write in a spirit of 
mourning so instead, I will share some of the lessons she left 
me, not just about public health but about life in our times, in 
cue : 
Simplicity was im- 
portant for Mamita, 
from the way she in- 
sisted on the use of 


pect of her lifestyle. 
She was known for her simple meals. She 
ings and preferred to meet one on one, often over lunch in her 
homes, usually with fish and vegetables, or a torta (omelet). 
Even after she became social welfare secretary during the 
“Aquino presidency, she insisted on wearing very simple clothes: 
а plain blouse with locally made accessories. No designer labels 
for her, in fact, she would promote products—foods and 
crafts—from the communities she visited by using them. 

Mamita was simple, but would spare no expense for what 
she felt were the truly fine aspects of life. She loved her an- 
cestral home, which used to be in Manila, so when she had to 
move to Makati, she had much of that older home transport- 
ed—for example grand old wooden planks and doors and 
fine grilled windows—to build the new house. 

Sense of history 

She had a deep sense of heritage and history. A few years 
ago, she donated all her medical writings, many in her di 
tinctive large and legible handwriting to the Ateneo de Mani- 
la University library. 

In many ways then, Mamita wasn't simply Mamita. Sim- 
plicity was a means toward other goals. The simple meals 
meant we could eat leisurely, appreciating the food and the 
company. Simple and slow meals meant we could discuss 
business matters without getting too stressed. To this day, I 
still dread business meetings or conventions in expensive. 
restaurants or hotels because I know theyll serve too much 
food, to the extent that no one's able to listen to the speakers, 
orto each other. 

Last week I described Mamita's tuberculosis control pro- 
gram, which was again based on very simple principles: trust 
people at the community level, teach them the basics, with 
simple educational materials, and they'll take care of them- 
selves. She once had a health advice column and she told me 
several times that to make sure she was writing in a language 
that could be understood by her readers, she would "pre- 
view" the column with her mother, who was not a physicia 
She was obsessed about being able to get through wi 
health messages and she passed on that sense of mission 
with health education to the staff of AKAR the NGO she 
founded and for which 1 worked for several years. In a way 
then, Mamita and AKAP prepared me for university teach- 
ing, as well as writing this column. 

At scientific conferences, she would present simple reports, 
yet they were powerful with their conclusions: commi 
based health works. In the 1990s, the World Health Organiza- 
tion adopted the "Direct Observation Treatment Short Course," 
where health professionals supervise tuberculosis treatment, a 
bit like what we did in our communities, to make sure patients 
would take their medicines. Mamita had mixed feelings about 
this approach, which is being implemented in the Philippines as 
well. What dismayed Mamita with DOTS was that patients had 
toreport to a hospital ora health center. She was convinced our 
approach--going to the patients—would be more effective. It 
wasn't just a matter of logistics, going to the homes gave the pa- 
tients a sense that we cared, and that they had to reciprocate by 
caring for themselves. 

White-haired activist 

Our tuberculosis control program flourished not just be- 
cause of the medicines we used but because our health staff 
had learned to integrate with the communities, sharing their 
simple lifestyles. That included Mamita herself, ever willing 
to go into urban slums and remote rural areas. She inspired 
the staff, but admitted too how we gave her strength with 
our commitment. 

‘Among our doctors was Bobby de la Paz, assassinated in 
1982in Samar by the military. After he was shot, hundreds of 
village people came forward offering to donate blood. I was 
оп study leave in the United States at that time but the day 
after Bobby was assassinated, Mamita phoned me. She was 
griefstricken, as if she had lost a son herself, but being 
Mamita, she went on to work with other doctors to put up 
the Medical Action Group (MAG), mobilizing health profes- 
sionals to tackle human rights issues. 

Mamita was often suspected, too, of being part of the un- 
derground movement. The suspicions were not unfounded 
(she was never a communist but she often told me she could 
understand why there was such an active Communist Party 
and a New People's Army). TB was there to remind her, on a 
daily basis, of what poverty and social injustice could do, and 
what we needed to do. 

She knew how to use her being a white-haired Spanish 
mestiza— not by playing the elite cacique but through grand- 
motherly charm. Knowing her presence would help to pro- 
tect other ralliers from truncheons, maybe even bullets, she 
would (wo)man the frontlines of demonstrations and pick- 
ets. She wore many different hats: head of AKAB chair of the 
militant women's organization Gabriela, a MAG leader, or 
one of the stalwarts of the mostly white-haired, mostly mes- 
tiza Concerned Women of the Philippines. Like the late Chi- 
по Roces, she was highly visible in the rallies 

Humanitarian missions 

Less known were her humanitarian missions, accomplished 
amid great danger, where she would smuggle medical sup. 
plies into heavily militarized zones. This was a time when 
even community health manuals were considered “subversive 
materials.” Unfazed, Mamita would drive her own car, smiling 
and waving her way past the military checkpoints. 

Mamita's nationalism was unqualified, yet she knew the 
activists kept their distance from her, given her class origins. 
and more. One time, in a very candid moment, she told me 
“Mike, I sometimes think you and I— you because you're oi 
Chinese ethnicity and me because of being Spanish—will 
never be accepted as Filipinos." There was great sadness in 
hervoice and I did not know how to respond. 

"To this day, there are still times when | feel, as Mamita did. 
the discrimination, but Mamita taught me not to let that breed 
bitterness or resentment, or make it an excuse to pack up and 
leave. She worked tirelessly, almost with a vengeance, as а 
doktora, later as a government official, and always, as a Filip 
ina. Mamita’s simplicity gave her the strength to hurdle the 
most difficult of obstacles, blaze new tails, give new mean 
ings to what it means to be a Filipino, She was always uncom 
fortable with praise, so maybe we all had to wait for her tu 
move on, to say that Mamita was a Filipina, a great Filipina. 
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‘Price of justice’ for Filipinos 


EVEN IF THE POLICE OFFICIAL REPORT 


plainants, too. (INquin 3 
concludes that the Glorietta 2 explosion was ER, 11/1/07) 1  Phyeieense 


caused by a gas leak thus opening the possibili- 
ty of lawsuits against Ayala Land Inc. (ALD, T 
believe the latter need not be alarmed—thanks 
toa judicial system that makes the cost of filing 
lawsuits so prohibitive only the rich can afford 
it. Thus is the constitutional provision, "No one 
shall be denied access to the courts by reason 
of poverty" made totally meaningless. 

‘The hoi polloi, the ones who got hit more 
severely by that ‘incident, would have to be 
content with the criminal complaints to be 
cobbled by police authorities using Under- 
‘wood typewriters. But even that is small com- 
fortas criminal cases now entail so many unex- 
pected expenses to be shouldered by the com- 


that's not adding in- y 
wes LETTERS E 
know what is. Gone 

are the days, indeed, 
when government renders 
any service for free—after robbing its citizens 
of the taxes they pay. 

Whatever happened to the justice system 
in this country? How did it come to this pass 
that justice—an essential government ser- 
vice--is now being served and billed like 
room service in a hotel, motel or what-have- 
you? 


—STEPHEN L. MONSANTO, 
stmonsanto@yahoo.com.ph 


When a chamber pot brought down a president 


1 LOOK BACK WITH NOSTALGIA WHEN AN 
“orenola” (chamber pot) costing the measly 
sum of P500 brought down a president. 

Now, my mind is in a shambles, my knees are 
shaking and my stomach is churning out of anger 
at what is happening in our country every day. 

‘The following unresolved irregularities are 
indeed very nauseating 

1. The $2-million extortion charge against a 
former justice secretary 

2. The manipulated P1.3-billion election 
computerization contract 

3. The alleged P532-million overpricing of 
the Diosdado Macapagal Boulevard 

4, The P200-million Jose Pidal case. 

5. The $503-million North Rail project 

6. The P728-million fertilizer scam 

7. The $329-million national broadband 
network deal 

‘The resolution of these cases appears no- 
where in sight and now comes the very serious 
allegation that congressmen, governors and 


mayors were handed out paper bags filled with 
cash after a meeting in Malacafiang, The recipi- 
ents, who are supposed to be paragons of virtue 
as representatives of the people, behaved like 
crocodiles with their insatiable jaws wide open 
to catch “miraculous manna from heaven.” 

Gov. Ed Panlilio's admission that he received a 
paper bag that contains P500,000 may provide a 
solution to the enigma of an irregularity. He re- 
minds me of Jason of the Greek Mythology cut 
ting off Medusa's head which keeps sprouting. 
Panlilio is a breath of fresh air our country badly 
needs in its corruption-polluted social environ- 
ment. He is in dire need of protection from him- 
self lest Medusa decides to cut off his head in- 
stead. 

1 see a glimmer of hope for our country if 
Honest Ed will lead us as our next president 
and Bayani Fernando, an action man by his 
side, as his vice president. 

--2.C. BELTRAN, 
28 Villegas St, SFDM, Quezon City 


If we don't respect our laws, why would foreigners? 


‘THE PRESIDENTIAL PARDON GRANTED BY 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo to former President 
Joseph Estrada is the latest among the litany of 
sins (abuse of power and disrespect for the Fil 
ipino people) she and her administration has 
committed against our country. 

No wonder we Filipinos find it hard to gain 
the respect we deserve. If we don't respect our 
own laws, why would others? Why would the 
Americans turn over the Subic rape case con- 
viet Daniel Smith to Philippine authorities? 
Why wouldn't an American TV show and its 
producers openly insult graduates of Philip- 
pine medical schools? And does it surprise 
anyone that overseas Filipino workers are easi- 
ly accused of any conceivable crime elsewhere 
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in the world? We can ask many, many more 
questions like these. 

Why, indeed, would anybody respect us 
Filipinos 'when our own so-called leaders, 
who are vultures in disguise, are showing to 
the world that they do not treat us with re- 
spect? 

It’s pathetic how our individual efforts to 
gain the respect of other nations are put to 
naught by the selfish acts of our own leaders. 
May God show His amazing grace and mercy 
upon us and save the Philippines and give us a 
true leader. Let's just trust that in the end di- 
vine justice will prevail 

“RAMON MACALAIAD, 
mon, macO1G yahoo.com. 
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MILF to join hunt for Lintang Bedol 


COTABATO CITY—THE MORO ISLAMIC LIBERATION FRONT 
(MILF) yesterday said it was willing to help the police in hunting 
down controversial Maguindanao election supervisor Lintang 
Bedol, who police said is now a fugitive and armed. 


As Bedol continued to evade an 
arrest warrant issued against him, 
Commission on Elections acting 
chair Resurreccion Borra on Mon- 
day said Bedol may be arrested by 
anyone, citing the right and the 
power of every citizen to arrest 


ordinating Committee on Cessa- 
tion of Hostilities. 

The MILF is engaged in peace 
talks with the government and 
has helped authorities in anti- 
crime efforts in the region. 


the рой supervisor and bring him Anti-crime moves 

to the nearest local police. On May 31, the MILF helped 
government troops in recovering 

Request sought Thomas Wallraf , 44; his Filipino- 


Eid Kabalu, MILF civil-military 
affairs chief, told the Inquirer that 
the guerrilla group was willing to 
assist authorities in tracking down 
Bedol if the government would 
request the MILF through the Co- 


‘American wife May Sharon Jack- 
son, Consuela San Juan and Diego 
Delfin who came from Davao City 
and were on their way to Parang, 
Shariff Kabunsuan, to talk to a 
man daiming to be selling nickel 


babbits when they were abducted 
in Pikit town in North Cotabato. 

“if there is a formal request, 
why not? However, we will not 
play a lead role in the opera- 
tion," Kabalu said. 

The Comelec en banc found 
Bedol guilty of "indirect con- 
tempt” for repeatedly ignoring 
summons for him to appear and 
explain the disappearance of the 
May 14 election returns for 
Maguindanao that were alleged- 
ly rigged in favor of administra- 
tion candidate Juan Miguel Zu- 
biri, who is now a senator. 

Chief Supt. Joel Goltiao, po- 
lice director of the Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao, 
welcomed the MILF's willing- 
ness to help in Bedol's case. 

“It would be a big help for us 


but its the Comelec that will de- 
cide on that matter” Goltiao told 
the Inquirer in separate interview. 


Light penalties 

"The poll body sentenced Bedol 
to six months in jail and imposed 
on him a P1,000 fine. Opposition 
and other political have de- 
scribed the punishment as a 
mere slap on the wrist, consider- 
ing that his case involved the al- 
leged rigging of vote results. 

The Comelec's law department 
chief, Alioden Dalaig, directed the 
police in the ARMM to carry out 
the arrest order against Bedol оп 
Oct. 23. After his arrest, Bedol will 
be incarcerated in Camp Bagong 
Diwa in Taguig to serve his six- 
month jail sentence. Jeoffrey 
Maitem, Inquirer Mindanao 


FARMER’S THRONE 


Taken from Asingan, Pangasinan, this carabao's cart stands majestic in ts simplicity. From this cart, the farmer commands control of his land, 
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Bayan Muna exec freed after 4 days with Army 


By Joey A. Gabieta 
Inquirer Visayas 


Ponce said a representative 
from the regional office of the 
Commission on Human Rights 
was present when Acbo was re- 
leased. 

He said the Bayan official ex- 
ecuted an affidavit stating that 
the military invited him and 
treated him well during his stay 
at the camp. 

Ponce said the military invit- 
ed Acbo because he was in Pi- 
nabacdao, Samar, when it re- 
ceived information about the 
presence there of 12 armed 
men, believed to be members of 
the communist New People's 
Army (NPA). 

The military has named 
Bayan as one of the "legal 
fronts" of the Communist Party 
of the Philippines and the NPA, 
its armed wing. 

Ponce said Acbo was freed at 


CALBIGA, SAMAR--THE MILI- 
tary released on Thursday the 
Bagong Alyansang Makabayan 
(Bayan) spokesperson in East- 
ern Visayas, four days after he 
was “invited for questioning." 

Lt. Col. Jonathan Ponce, com- 
manding officer of the 62nd In- 
fantry Battalion, said Flor Acbo 
was freed after military inter- 
rogators expressed satisfaction 
with his answers. 

"And may I stress again that 
we did not abduct Manong 
Pong (Acbo) but we invited him 
for him to answer some of our 
questions," Ponce said on Mon- 
day. 

"And we got some substantial 
information from him," he said, 
without elaborating, 


‘Available in әй Ш ™reerv өгіз and leading drugstores nationwide 
For inquiries, сай Energin 300 hotline at 815-2239 or text 0917-8836164 


about 11 a.m. on All Saints’ 
Day 

Soldiers of the 62nd IB, led 
by 1st Lt. Alex Elnar, picked up 
Acbo on Oct. 28 in Barangay 
Dos, Pinabacdao, eight kilome- 
ters from Calbiga town. 


Arresting team 

Ponce earlier said that the 
Bayan leader was brought to 
the headquarters of the 8th In- 
fantry Division in Catbalogan 
City also in Samar. 

But Acbo, in a separate inter- 
view, revealed that he was de- 
tained at the 62nd IB camp in 
Calbiga. 

“Iwas treated well. I was giv- 
en food, which the soldiers also 
ate. It was OK. Ihave nothing to 
hide to them anyway and an- 
swered all these questions,” 
Acbo said. 


He said the interview con- 
ducted by the intelligence offi- 
cers of the 62nd IB happened on 
Oct. 29. 


‘Treated well 

“I was interviewed by differ- 
ent intelligence agents, asking 
similar questions for 15 to 30 
minutes," Acbo said. 

He also underwent medical 
examination at the Eastern 
Visayas Regional Medical Cen- 
terin Tacloban City. 

Acbo said he appreciated the 
good treatment given him by 
the military. 

"At one time, I even joined a 
drinking spree with the sol- 
diers," he said. 

But he maintained that there 
was no basis to the claim of the 
military that Bayan was con- 
nected with the CPP-NPA. 
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House of Aurora exec fired at 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—Armed men fired at the house of the provin- 
clal administrator of Aurora in Baler town on Sunday, police said. Alex 
Ocampo, 50, and members of his family were unhurt in the attack that 
happened at 12:30 a.m. in Barangay Suklayin, according to Senior Supt. 
Romeo Teope, Aurora police director. 

The window and windshield of Ocampo's car, a Mitsubishi Space 
Gear, were shattered, Teope said. The bullets came from M-16 rifles, he 
said. Tonette Orejas, Inquirer Central Luzon 


12 hurt in LPG blast in cemetery 

CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Twelve people, Including five minors, 
were hurt when a portable liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) tank burst 
Into flames inside a cemetery In Bacoor, Cavite, on Nov. 1, police. 
said. 

The victims were brought to the San Juan de Dios Hospital in Pasay 
Clty. 

Bacoor police chief Supt. Antonio Yarra sald Rommel Benedicto, 
whose family visited thelr departed relatives at the Silangan Memorial 
Gardens In Barangay Ligas, was fixing a small LPG tank at 4 p.m. when 
it suddenly blew up. Marlon Ramos, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


Top NPA rebel nabbed in Cebu 

CEBU CITY—A suspected leader of the New People's Army (NPA) In 
Central Visayas was arrested on Nov. 2 in Dalaguete town, 85 kilo- 
meters from this cty 

Ricardo Belarmia, secretary of the Reglonal White Area Committee 
ofthe Kilusang Rehiyon Central Visayas, was arrested In his home vil- 
lage Іп Barangay Casay, Dalaguete, according to Lt. Col. Jefferson 
Omandam, spokesperson of the Armed Forces of the Philippines Cen- 
tral Command. 

Omandam said Belarmia, alias Ka Yurl, had long been wanted for 
rebellion after he was linked to several major encounters in Cebu, 
including the March 2006 clash between soldiers and New People's 
Army members in Tabuelan town where a suspected rebel was 
killed Jolene Bulambot, Inquirer Visayas Bureau 


NPA rebel slain in Samar clash 

TACLOBAN CITY—An alleged New People's Army (NPA) rebel was. 
killed while three of his comrades were wounded in an encounter with 
Army troops in a mountainous village In Calbiga town, Samar, on Oct. 
27. 

Lt. Col. Jonathan Ponce, commanding officer of the 62nd Infantry 
Battalion, said the soldiers were pursuing suspected rebels who ab- 
ducted Elizabeth Gutierrez, a candidate for barangay chair In Basey 
town, when they clashed with about 20 suspected rebels at 10:05 a.m. 
оп Saturday in Barangay Guimbanga, some 20 kilometers from the 
town proper of Calbiga. 

Ponce, quoting the report of Lt. Blas Alsiao who led the team in- 
volved in the clash, said the body of the rebel, as well as those wounded 
during the encounter, were taken by their companions while retreating 
toward the forested area of Guimbanga. 

Joey A. Gabieta, Inquirer Visayas 


Boy drowns іп raging river 
CEBU CITY—A 10-year-old boy drowned on Thursday when he was 
swept by the raging waters of a river in Barangay Cambuhawi, Balam- 
ban,.64 kilometers northwest of here. 

РОЗ Celso Diaz, police investigator of the Toledo City, identified the 
fatality as Alexis Santos Bago. 

Diaz said Bago was with a group of five boys bathing In the river dur- 
Ing a heavy downpour. 

The river rose and swept one of the boys, said Diaz. 

Residents found the body of Bago some 200 meters from the place 
where he and his friends were swimming. 

Diaz said the victim was brought to the Balamban District Hospital 
but was already dead. Jhunnex Napallacan, Inquirer Visayas 


Fire razes homes on top of graves 

COTABATO CITY—A fire of still unknown origin razed about 120 houses 
in a squatters’ colony built over a World War || cemetery here, ironically, 
on All Souls’ Day. 

City Fire Marshall Adam Guiamad said the fire started in one of 
the houses on Sinsuat Avenue in Purok Mamaw at around noon 
and spread to an adjacent Shell gas station, slightly burning its fa- 
cade. 

Adam said authorities were still trying to find out the extent of the 
damage. 

Retired Col. Mokamad Adil, a war veteran, said the area used to be a 
cemetery during the time of the Japanese occupation. 

“But since the area was abandoned as a burial place, city migrants. 
built houses on it," he said. 

Nash B. Maulana and Charlie Sefase, Inquirer Mindanao 
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By Tonette Orejas MIGRATORY birds find home in the mangroves and swamps of Macabebe in Pampanga when the cold season starts, The destruction of 
Macabebe, Pampanga mangroves in the area has resulted in lower yield of “talangka” for fishermen. 


ERESITA САТІЅ, 54, USED TO EASILY FILL A to augment their raw stocks, hectares, said Jimmy Aberin, 
à | ' big milk сап with talangka (shore crab) in Masantol Vice Mayor Marcelo chief of the coastal and marine 


i н : Lacap Jr. said. management unit of the Depart- 
less than a minute in her native town of.” Causknows why the talangka ment of Environment and Natu- 
acabebe in Pampanga. come few and far between now. ral Resources in Central Luzon. 


«Back in 1975, she remembers  “Napakadalang na nila. Noon, “They've lost their homes,” she The entire region, with a 
thatthe tiny crustaceans were giv- nakatambak sila sa prenza kaya said, referring to the mangrove coastline of 680 kilometers, has 
en free by the sackful, which she akala то maitim dun (Theyre forests lost to rain-swept lahar only 900 hectares of mangroves 
would make into buro (fermented very rare nowadays. Back then, and to a Japanese-funded flood left Aberin said. The remaining 


rice with crablets) and taba ngta- they crowded the banks, giving control project builtin 1995. | stands are thicker in Dinalun- 

langka (crab roe paste) the impression thatareaisdark),” Conversion of banks into gan, Casiguran and Dilasag 
‘After фе 1991 eruptions of Catis said of better times in her brackish fishponds further de- towns in Aurora, he said. 

Mt. Pinatubo, and the dredging village of Consuelo. Tt village nied them homes. Central Luzon’s mangrove 


and widening by 500 meters of lies in Pampanga's boun jary with In all three causes, the тап. area, however, has improved, 
the Pampanga River delta by Hagonoy, Bulacan, inthe eastand grove forests have been destroyed thanks to the efforts of people's 
government engineers to hasten Orani, Bataan, in the west. and with these, the breeding organizations to maintain plan- 
Ше flow of floodwaters to the Because the talangka have grounds of the tiny marine crea- tations, Aberin said. 
Manila Bay, the talangka have been fewer every last quarter, tures, said Mario Mangiliman, Because they are storm break- 
Ben a rare catch, Catis said. makers of tabang talangka in provincial agriculturist. ers, the mangroves are also sanc- 
“This is reason enough forherto Macabebe have been "import. Іп Consuelo, small mangrove tuaries of birds of various colors 
stop making the native delicacies. ing” the crustaceans from Bicol patches account for only 50  andsizes The birds render a cho- 
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nus unheard of anymore in Pam- 
panga's urban centers. 

The Manila Bays strong waves 
in these days of the amihan 
(northeast. monsoon) are 
matched by the strength of the 
mangroves, enabling the fish- 
ponds to withstand the beatings. 

But the mangroves in 
Macabebe, as perhaps in other 
coasts in the region, have be- 
come repositories of garbage. 
Plastic bags, noodle and juice 
packs, styropor or just about 
any trash have clung to the 
roots of trees, strangling the 
propagules or young shoots. 

Despite the situation, Catis is 
turning hopeful for the comeback 
of the talangka as additional food 
to small fishers like her family. 


TONETTETOREAS 


The local governments of 
Macabebe, Masantol and Mi- 
nalin have formed a tandem with: 
the Advocacy for the Develop- 
ment of Central Luzon (ADCL) to. 
rehabilitate фе mangroves 
Backed up by provincial Board 
Members Ricardo Yabut and Nel- 
son Calara, they hope to tum the 
patches into protected forests as 
the key to making the towns аў 
tourist destinations and center of 
marine resources trade. 

River cruises are among the 
activities lined up. 

ADCL Chair Renato Tayag Jr., 
said the program should be 
matched by environmental pro- 
tection to "sustain the marine 
ecosystem that supports the 
communities." 
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Kampi admits cash gifts 


From page Al 


help," she said in Filipino. 

Villarosa described the distri- 
bution of the cash gifts as a 
“party initiative without the 
knowledge of the President.” 
But she admitted that besides 
the Kampi treasurer, Kampi 
president Rep. Luis Villafuerte 
and Kampi chair Interior Secre- 
tary Ronaldo Puno knew about 
the money. 

She said Kampi began dis- 
tributing money in 2004. She 
said the amounts varied from 
P30,000 to P150,000. 

Villarosa maintained that the 
money was not meant to bribe 
congressmen even if the distri- 
bution occurred on Oct. 11, the 
day Ms Arroyo received a 
one-year immunity from anoth- 
er impeachment complaint oth- 
er than the one filed on Oct. 5 
bylawyer Roel Pulido. 

She said she also gave 
P500,000 to La Union Rep. 
Thomas Dumpit who supposed- 
ly needed the money for his 
congressional district. She 
didn't say if Dumpit also got the 
money during the Malacaang 
gathering. 

The Inquirer tried but failed 
toreach Dumpit. 

Villarosa said "help" was also 


extended to some opposition 
congressmen on certain occa- 
sions. 

“If they ask, we help," she 
said, but declined to identify 
the minority lawmakers who 
had supposedly benefited from. 
Kampi's purported generosity. 


Minority outraged 

Villarosa’s revelation out- 
raged the minority bloc whose 
members yesterday asked that 
the committee on ethics investi- 
gate the matter. 

“Iam disturbed and I am dis- 
tressed if this is an accurate sto- 
ту” an angry Minority Leader 
Ronaldo Zamora told his col- 
leagues in plenary. 

Zamora was particularly out- 
raged by Villarosa's revelation 
in another media interview that 
some opposition lawmakers 
had sought assistance from 
Kampi for a trip to China. 

“1 want to know the members 
of Congress who traveled to Chi- 
na recently and got money from 
the Deputy Speaker! I want to 
know the answer right now! 
Otherwise, I will be forced to ask 
for very drastic actions against 
senior members of the House of 
Representatives! I demand an- 
swers right now!" he said. 

Villarosa immediately took 


the floor and told Zamora that 
she had been misquoted in the 
media interview. 

lawmakers 

In the Inguinen interview, the 
Occidental Mindoro represen- 
tative said some opposition 
lawmakers benefited from 
Kampi in the form of projects 
for their congressional districts. 

“They may be opposition, but 
the place will still receive the 
same kind of assistance,” she 
said. 

Villarosa said Abante was giv- 
en P500,000 because he was 
about to go on a trip to “repre- 
sent tbe Philippines abroad.” 
She also downplayed the 
amount, saying it was not that 
big if spent overseas. 

‘She said she gave the amount 
to Abante during the Mala- 
cafiang gathering through an- 
other person. In jest, she said 
she didn't want to personally 
hand it to Abante because other 
congressmen might notice and 
also ask for money. 

“We are very quiet about it. 
We don’t advertise it,” she said. 

Sought for comment, Abante 
said Villarosa had admitted to 
him that she was indeed the 
source of the money. He said the 
admission came in phone calls 


made by Villarosa on Monday 
and yesterday morning. 

"thanked her for that (mon- 
ey),” Abante told the INQUIRER. 
“I was a bit surprised, but con- 
sidering that Kampi is allied 
with Lakas, I just accepted it. I 
had thought about returning it, 
but if it’s a party contribution, 
why should I return it?" 

Abante, a member of the 
Lakas-Christian Muslim 
Democrats, said returning the 
amount would only “embar- 
rass” Villarosa. 

Asked where Kampi got the 
amounts "regularly" distributed 
to majority congressmen, Vil- 
larosa said without elaborating: 
“Thatis our fund.” 

Distribution ill-ti 

Villarosa admitted that the 
distribution of the cash gifts 
might have been ill-timed. But 
she explained that congressmen 
then were about to go on a 
three-week break so there was 
no more opportunity for distri- 
bution afterward. 

Despite the controversy, Vil- 
larosa said Kampi would not 
stop distributing cash gifts to its 
allies. 

"We will do it. We will contin- 
ue the way we are. That's the rea- 
son parties are there,” she said. 


Ingrates, NPC execs call Angono artists 


From page Al 


sioned the group to render a mu- 
ral for the military medical center 
with the same dimensions and 
only paid the group P130,000. 


Lowest kind 

"They are the lowest kind of 
artists,” said Egco, a Manila Stan- 
dard Today reporter covering the 
Quezon City beat and an advo- 
cate of allowing journalists to 
carry guns. 

"The Neo-Angono Artists Col- 
lective accused the NPC of cen- 
sorship when it altered parts of 
the mural that the Presidential 
Security Group (PSG) consid- 
ered “leftist marks." 

‘The PSG inspected the mural 
the day before President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo unveiled it on Oct. 
26. NPC president Roy Mabasa, 
who asked someone else to do 
the alterations, said the club 
“only wanted to keep the image 
of the NPC apolitical.” 

Among the alterations to the 
mural were the replacement of 
the International Federation of 
Journalists’ statement on a page 
being read by the central figure 
onthe mural. 

The statement was painted 
over with a monster-bird. 


Sympathy 

Other alterations were the 
changes on the faces of Edita 
Burgos and her missing son 
Jonas and replacing the headline. 
of the newspaper that Jose Rizal 
was holding, "Press Freedom 


Fighters Son Abducted” with 
“Press Freedom Fight Is On." 

Since Sunday, when reports 
about the defaced mural were 
made public, Burgos said she 
had been receiving text mes- 
sages and e-mails from support- 
ers here and abroad, expressing 
their sympathies to her and her 
family. 

“Even my hair was altered. 
What has the length of my hair 
got to do with the NPC showing 
leanings to the Left or to the 
Right?" Burgos said. 

"What was the caged monster 
all about? That anyone who 
criticizes the government is a 
monster who should be placed 
in jail? Is ita message that if you 
criticize, you'd end up behind 
bars?” she asked. 

Burgos chided the NPC for al- 
lowing itself to be part of the 
government practice of "cover- 
ing" the truth. 


Doctoring reports 

She said "doctoring" reports 
had become a practice in the mil- 
itary which has now been adopt- 
ed through defacing” works of 
art that portray the truth. 

“tf they can do that to a paint- 
ing, how much more to a re- 
port?” said Burgos, who has pe- 
titioned the courts for a copy of 
the internal military probe of 
the vehicles allegedly used by 
military-looking men who ab- 
ducted her son early this year. 

Jonas, a son of press freedom 
fighter Jose Burgos Jr, was 
dragged from a restaurant in 


Quezon City into an AUV with a 
license plate that was later 
traced to a vehicle impounded 
at the military camp in Bulacan. 

The military has denied it 
had anything to do with Jonas’ 
disappearance, but has de- 
clined to release the findings of 
its investigation on how the li- 
cense plate ended up on a vehi- 
de used in the abduction on 
April 28. 

Edita Burgos said the Court 
of Appeals had given the mili- 
tary until today, Nov. 7, to re- 
lease the Provost Marshall re- 
port on the license plate. 


Fond memories 

“Lam sad... [have fond mem- 
ories of the NPC. The last trib- 
ute to my husband was given by 
the NPC. I have nothing against 
the officers of the NPC. I do not 
blame them. If the PSG is there, 
maybe you have no choice,” 
Burgos said. 

‘The National Union of Jour- 
nalists of the Philippines (NU- 
JP) said it was appalled by the 
defacement of the press free- 
dom mural. 

Itsaid the NPC's explanations 
bolstered suspicions that the 
defacing of the mural was 
meant to please Ms Arroyo. "We 
can see how unveiling the mu- 
ral would have been a rebuke to 
a president under whose watch 
53 journalists have been mur- 
dered,” the NUJP said. 

It twitted the NPC stand to be 
apolitical. "When you say the 
NPC must be ‘apolitical,’ isn't 


this denying the historical fact 
that the freedom to write the 
truth was won through political 
struggles that included media 
and journalists?" the NUJP said. 
Labor ofthe negative 

Ingumer columnist Randy 
David, whose face was depicted 
and defaced in the painting, 
said "the defacement has be- 
come the very reminder of the 
violence committed against 
freedom of the press in the 
Philippines.” 

“Thopethey keep it that way,” 
the professor said, laughing as 
he added that the defacing re- 
sembled what the German 
philosopher Georg Wilhelm 
Friedrich Hegel described as the. 
"labor of the negative." 

"The act of defacement re- 
leased a certain type of energy 
greater than the original ener- 
gy embodied in the artwork it- 
self. The people who defaced 
theoriginal mural thought that. 
was a way of devaluing the 
message I [as depicted in the 
painting] was able to com- 
mand," he said. 

"Now, the message is more 
powerful and sharper,” he added, 
saying this was what always hap- 
pened to defacement of works of 
art throughout history. 


Expulsion from the NPC 
Juan Mercado, also an INQUR- 
eR columnist, mixed humor and 
seriousness in commenting on 
the mural, where his white hair 
color was retouched and made 


US aid to RP “still a work in progress” 
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Philippines, the US legislature 
was bicameral and the House 
and Senate versions of the aid bill 
had to be reconciled. 

“Jes still a work in progress,” 
she said. 

The US Senate has approved 
an increase in military aid from 
$11 million to $30 million that. 
does not require a guarantee 
that the Philippines improve its 
human rights record. 

However, 52 million in addi- 
tional aid is contingent on the 
Philippine military implement- 
ing the recommendations of UN 
Special Rapparteur Philip Al- 
ston on disappearances and ex- 
trajudicial executions, promot- 
ing personnel who demonstrate 
a respect for human rights and 
desisting from engaging in 
abuses. 

Speaking to reporters during 
the Veterans Day celebrations 
Camp John Hay, Kenney saic 
think people always worry 
about unexplained killings. 
Murder is never a good thing 
anywhere, anyplace, anytime, 
and it always needs to be inves- 
tigated carefully.” 

Kenney said the US Congress 
is very interested in the Philip- 
pines. Human rights is very im- 
portant to everyone, and I think 


the best thing we can all do is 
work together on it. 

"The Philippine government 
has very good plans now for 
dealing with the unexplained 
killings. The further things the 
Americans are trying to do is to 
be helpful,” she added, 

“Can we help train police 
(and) prosecutors? Can we help 
support NGO (nongovernment 
organization) ^ work оп 
strengthening human rights? It 
seems to me what friends do is 
to help other friends do the best 
they can," she said. 

Kenney said it would be diffi- 
cultto pin the blame on any sin- 
gle politician or military officer 
forthe extrajudicial killings. 

The left-leaning human rights 
group Karapatan has listed more 
than 800 alleged victims of po- 
litical killings since Gloria Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo became President 
in 2001. The figure includes fa- 
talities in armed classes. The IN- 
QUIRER count is 300. 

“Ies an impossible [issue] to 
make a blanket statement on. We 
should look at each case individ- 
ually, work them through and 
[determine] who is responsible 
for the murder" said Kenney, 
who also visited the Philippine 
Military Academy yesterday. 

Maj. Gen. Leopoldo Maligalig, 
PMA superintendent, said the 


military had human rights 
courses in its training manuals 
since the first People Power Rev- 
lution ousted the late strong- 
man Ferdinand Marcos in 1986. 

"The soldier after martial law 
knows how to address human 
rights," Maligalig said. 

Foreign Secretary Alberto Ro- 
mulo on Monday said that he 
had thanked the US Senate for 
the increase in military aid. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bun- 
ye, referring to conditions set by 
the US Senate for the additional 
$2 million grant, told reporters 
yesterday that “in fact, we're al- 
ready complying with the con- 
ditions.” 

“But what is important is the 
bigger bulk of the grant. Imag- 
ine, before our military assis- 
tance was 511 million and now 
it's $30 million and that has по 
conditions,” Bunyesaid. 

He said the increase was a 
"recognition ofa very important 
contribution as far as the fight 
against terrorism is concerned, 
and its also an assistance to us 
in terms of beefing up our capa- 
bilities.” 
Defense, military commitment 

“Ir is a very clear sign of trust 
and confidence in the Philip- 
pines,” Bunye said. 

Defense Secretary Gilberto 


Teodoro Jr. said in a statement 
yesterday that the defense and 
military establishment was 
committed to upholding human 
rights “without regard to pur- 
ported conditions attached to 
foreign aid.” 

“We enjoin respect for human 
rights. Iris an ongoing endeavor 
of the defense and military es- 
tablishment to uphold human 
rights without any preconditions 
whatsoever," Teodoro said. 

The Armed Forces of the 
Philippines has “relatively done 
well” in complying with recom- 
mendations of two separate fact- 
finding missions to ensure that 
the military address allegations 
of human rights violations, said 
Lt. Col. Bartolome Bacarro. 

“We'd like to highlight that," 
the AFP spokesperson said, re- 
ferring to proposals made by 
the commission headed by re- 
tired Supreme Court Justice 
Jose Melo and Alston. 

Bacarro also said that the $2- 
million additional military aid 
‘would be used primarily for the 
 AFP's capability upgrade in the 
fight against terror. 

If the US Senate decided not 
to release the additional fund- 
ing, the AFP would “continue 
performing our job based on the 
available resources that we 
have,” he said. 


Military bucks bid 
to inspect camps for 
2 missing UP coeds 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE MILITARY HAS OPPOSED 
the request of the mothers of 
two missing University of the 
Philippines students, under the 
writ of amparo, to be allowed to 
inspect military camps, among 
other places. 

Ina reply to the writ filed yes- 
terday afternoon on behalf of 
the respondents, the Office of 
the Solicitor General (OSG) de- 
nied knowledge of the purport- 
ed abduction by military offi- 
cials of students Sherlyn Cada- 
pan and Karen Empefio and 
their companion Manuel Meri- 
no. It said the police and mili- 
tary had been investigating the 
disappearance of the three. 

The OSG also opposed the 
mothers’ request for documents 
and military operation reports 
concerning military camps, say- 
ing it was akin to a "shotgun" 
search warrant. 

“Itis exceedingly evident that 
petitioners are engaging in a 
"fishing expedition’ to dig up ev- 
idence that could possibly link 


black. "Maybe I made a mistake 
about dying my hair,” he said, 
laughing. 

Mercado said the alterations 
reminded him that the NPC ex- 
pelled all journalists who were 
detained shortly after martial 
law. 

Egco said that once the NPC 
paid for the mural in full, the 
collective never returned even 
if the club demanded a few al- 
terations on the artwork. 

Egco said he would move to 
declare the Neo-Angono Artists 
Collective persona non grata, 
who should be barred from the 
"hallowed grounds of the NPC.” 

Richard Gappi, president of 
the collective, disputed claims 
by Egco that the mural was 
overpriced. “How can they say 
its overpriced? We closed on 
that amount, and we worked 
around it because that was their 
available budget," he said. 

If at all, Gappi pointed out 
that the NPC delayed payment 
ofthe second and third tranches 
ofthe amount. The artists were 
paid P260,000, P330,000 and 
P310,000 on different dates. 

He said that the artists had to 
stop work for one-and-a-half 
‘weeks midway through produc- 
tion because the NPC failed to 
deliver the second tranche on 
time. 

Gappi also said that when the 
artists delivered the mural to 
the NPC building on the morn- 
ing of Oct. 23, club officials did 
mot show up with the third 
tranche at the agreed time. 


"Anything extra or over and 
above what we are receiving 
now would be much welcome 
because it will be used for in- 
creasing the capability of the 
AFP in dealing with terrorism 
and the final recipients 
wouldn't be the AFP but ће Fil- 
ipino people," Bacarro said. 

“If we have better equipment, 
better capability, the more we 
can secure the Filipino people,” 
he said. 


AFP measures 

Bacarro said that among the 
concrete steps the AFP had tak- 
en include: 

© Creation of an AFP Human 
Rights Office intended to over- 
see and monitor cases of human 
rights violations filed against 
soldiers. 

Setting up of five general 
court-martials that will specifi- 
cally try cases of human rights 
violations allegedly perpetrated 
by military personnel. 

‘Reinforcement of human 
rights subjects, which have 
been taught in military schools 
since the 1990s, in career cours- 
es taken up by military officials. 

eStessing command re- 
sponsibiliy among field com- 
manders to make sure they are 
aware of their men's activities 
intheir areas. 


respondents to the alleged ab- 
duction," it said. 

It also said the mothers exer- 
cised "undue haste" in seeking 
the writofamparo. 

The OSG likewise said the 
mothers’ plea for P6 million in 
damages was improper in a plea 
for protection. It contested as 
well President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's inclusion as a respondent, 
saying she could not be sued. 

The other respondents are 
Armed Forces Chief of Staff 
Gen. Hermogenes Esperon, 
Philippine National Police Di- 
rector General Avelino Razon, 
retired Generals Romeo Tolenti- 
no and Jovito Palparan, Lieu- 
tenant Colonels Rogelio Boac 
and Felipe Anotado, Donald 
Caigas, Arnel Enriquez, Lt. 
Francis Mirabelle Samson and 
the Court of Appeals” Special 
Former 11th Division. 

The Supreme Court has di- 
rected the CA to conduct a hear- 
ing on Nov. 8 on the mothers 
petition for the writ. It also re- 
quired the respondents to reply 
tothe writ by Nov. 6. 


“We were huddled together 
at the ground floor like 
vagabonds; we waited for them 
from 6:30 am. to 11:30 a.m. 
but they never showed up. Wire. 
Tuazon (group chair) remarked 
that this was dehumanizing,” 
he said. 

The artists decided to pack up 
and bring the mural back to An- 
gono. It was only the next day, 
Oct. 24, when the artists were 
able to confirm that the NPC 
had deposited the amount at 
the LandBank branch in Intra- 
muros. 

That day the artists trans- 
ported the painting back to the! 
NPC and installed it at the 
restaurant on the fourth floor. 

Gappi said the artists asked! 
for P15,000 reimbursement for 
the food and transport expenses 
that they incurred when they 
brought the mural to the NPC on 
Oct. 23. The club granted this. 

Gappi said he had Egco sign a 
certification that the contract 
was complete following the de- 
livery and installation of the 
work. "They can't say the con- 
tract wasn't completed," he said. 

Gappi reiterated that they 
could not send artists to retouch 
the mural on Oct. 25 because 
they were either too tired from 
working three straight days to 
rush it in time for the unveiling, 
or had previous commitments. 

“If there were alterations, 
these should be approved by the 
board of Neo Angono. We can't 
just do these on a short notice," 
he said. 


elssuance of a "human 
rights clearance" for the promo- 
tion of officials holding the rank 
of colonel and above, including 
those holding "critical posi- 
tions,” and those applying to 
study overseas, 

e Transparency and commit- 
ment of the AFP to cooperate in 
the human rights cases filed 
against military personnel be- 
fore the Justice Department. 


13 officers probed 

Bacarro said that there are 
on-going pre-trial investiga- 
tions involving 13 military offi- 
cers and enlisted personnel who 
were allegedly involved in hu- 
man rights violations. 

“We would like to highlight 
that in the AFR itis not our poli- 
cy to conduct these extrajudi- 
cial killings. We have been very, 
very clear about that,” Bacarro 
said. 

He also stressed that the AFP 
"does not engage in acts of in- 
timidation." 

"There might be some rogue 
elements, There might be some 
individuals who in a way have 
committed infractions of hu- 
man rights and these are the 
ones that we can present if 
there is appropriate charges 
against them,” he said. "Let 
them have their day in court.” 


ШЕ... 


From page Al 
No, 1 Polk St. in North Green- 
hills, San Juan City. 

The antigraft court has or- 
dered Urieta to enforce the con- 
fiscation of Estrada's assets “in 
favor of the government.” 

When he met with the 70- 
year-old Estrada, Urieta said he 
‘explained to him the mechanics 
of the writ of execution, “He has 
to pay us within five days,” Uri- 
etasaid. 


In5 days 

If Estrada cannot produce the 
cash in five days, the court will 
be compelled to put his Polk 
Street residence and his estate 
in Tanay, where he spent six 
years under house arrest, on the 
auction block, Urieta said out- 
side Estrada's residence. 

“We will embargo it and then 
we will auction it off in favor of 
the government,” the sheriff 
said. 

The Sandiganbayan Special 
Division convicted Estrada of 


two counts of plunder on Sept. 
12, sentenced him to up to 40 
years in prison and ordered the 
forfeiture of his ill-gotten 
wealth. The court acquitted him 
of perjury. 

‘Two weeks ago, Ms Arroyo 
pardoned Estrada, who was 
ousted by a popular revolt in 
January 2001, and ordered him 
released from house arrest. The 
pardon did not lift the courts 
order to confiscate Estrada's ill- 
gotten wealth. 


Illegally obtained wealth 

The court ordered the forfei- 
ture of Estrada's illegally ob- 
tained wealth worth at least 
P545.29 million plus interest. 
The sum represented payofís 
from the illegal numbers game 
“Jueteng,” and commissions 
from the trading of Belle Corp. 
shares, using funds from the 
Government Service Insurance 
System and Social Security Sys- 
tem. 

The ill-gotten funds included 
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P200 million deposited in the 
Erap Muslim Youth Foundation; 
the P189-million commission 
he received from the purchase 
of Belle shares, which ended up 
in the Jose Velarde account, and 
the “Boracay Mansion” in New 
Manila, Quezon City. 

Estrada, who was a popular 
actor before he entered politics 
in 1969, said he did not have 
the funds demanded in the 
court's order. 

He pledged to exhaust all le- 
gal means to prevent the gov- 
ernment from getting its hands 
on his properties. 


Get money from Chavit 

Instead of demanding the 
money from him, Estrada said 
the government should demand 
the cash from ex-Ilocos Sur Gov. 
Chavit Singson, the govern- 
ments star witness in the im- 
peachment trial of Estrada. 
“He's the jueteng collector," the 
former president said. 

As for the mansion in New 


Manila, Quezon City, Estrada 
said the government should get 
it from businessman Jose 
Dichaves. 

He insisted that the "Boracay" 
mansion was owned by the busi- 
nessman and that he had only 
borrowed it for a time. Dichaves's 
‘whereabouts are unknown. 

Urieta said the Sandigan- 
bayan would ask the proper 
government agencies to assess 
the value of the property on 
Polk Street and the estate in 
Tanay to determine if they 
could cover Estrada's liabilities. 


Hard-earned money 

But if the government thinks 
that it can forfeit his Tanay and 
San Juan real estate assets easi- 
ly, itis mistaken, Estrada said. 

"T will tell my lawyers to fight 
it out,” the ousted President 
said. "What is rightfully mine, 
you will never be able to get.” 

“I worked hard as an actor 
and producer for the money I 
spent in buying this (Polk Street. 
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Erap told to pay gov't P600M in 5 days 


house) and the Tanay property,” 
Estrada said. 

Estrada said he bought the 
Tanay estate in 1969, while the 
Polk Street residence has been 
under his family since 1971. 

“Documents will show and 
prove that this was not bought 
when I was President,” he 
said. He added that his sib- 
lings also contributed to the 
acquisition of the property in 
Greenhills. 

Edward Serapio, Estrada's 
lawyer and fellow accused, 
said defense lawyers would 
file in the Sandiganbayan a 
motionto quash the writ of ex- 
ecution. 

Serapio also questioned the 
courts interpretation that it 
could forfeit the ousted Presi- 
dents real estate assets. 


Acquired legally 

In its Sept. 12 decision, the 
Sandiganbayan specified the 
Estrada assets that would be 
forfeited but did not include 


US envoy backs “accidental gas explosion” theory 


Frompage Al 
community would “obviously 
want to know why it hap- 
pened.” 

‘The only US Embassy adviso- 
ту still in place warns American 
citizens to be cautious when 
travelling to some areas in 
southern Philippines, according 
to Kenney. 

She repeatedly corrected re- 
porters who referred to the 
blast as a “bomb attack,” 
telling them that it was “an ex- 
plosion." 


Speculative 

While saying that it was not 
completely ruling out the ter- 
ror angle, the PNP has stood by 
its finding that the explosion 
that killed 11 people and in- 
jured more than 100 others 
was likely caused by a gas 
buildup in the Glorietta 2 
basement that was ignited by 
accident. 

Ig said investigators from 
the Australian Federal Police 
and the US Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, as well as Israeli 
experts, had backed this find- 
ing. 

But on Sunday, Ayala Land 
Inc. (ALD, operator of the Glori- 
etta shopping complex, pre- 
sented the findings of its own 
foreign consultants that contra- 
dicted the police theory. 

ALI called on the PNP to “re- 
ally look into other angles,” say- 
ing the gas explosion theory 
was “highly unlikely” given the 
conditions in the mall basement 
before the blast. 

Yesterday, ALI spokesperson 
Alfonso Reyes reiterated that “it 
is speculation at this point to 
say that [the blast] is an acci- 
“dental explosion when authori- 
ties have not yet concluded 
theirinvestigation.” 

“Our local and foreign ex- 
perts have concluded that the 
explosion could not have origi- 
nated from the combustion of 
methane or diesel,” Reyes said. 

“We are cooperating fully 
with the PNB and we are giving 
them access to all of our find- 
ingsin the hope that this may be 
useful in their investigation,” he 
said. 


US AMBASSADOR Kenney talks with retired Gen. Aristeo Ferraren 
who, at 94, is the oldest living hero to show up at the Baguio City leg 
of this year's Veterans’ Day celebrations at the US ambassador’s 


idence. 


Reyes also said it was too ear- 
ly to talk about the courts acting 
as the final arbiter on the con- 
flicting positions of the ALI and 
the PNR as Director Geary 
Barias, chief of the National 
Capital Region Police Office, 
had said. 

“Let us allow the investiga- 
tion to run its full course. The 
authorities have not yet fin- 
ished their report and it is too 
early to begin discussing court 
proceedings when the investi- 
gation is not yet concluded. We 
do not wish to add further spec- 
ulation when no specific find- 
ings have been established,” 
Reyes said. 


Horrified 

According to Kenney, “a trag- 
ic accident is exactly that ... a 
tragic accident.” 
je were horrified [when 
we heard about the explo- 
sion]. That is the place where 
ме shop. I shop there often. 
‘That is where the people go of- 
ten. And in fact we lost good 
friends of the embassy—a cou- 
ple of family members of Fil- 
ipino employees of the em- 
assy,” she told the Inquirer at 
a Monday dinner she hosted 
for local reporters. 

Yesterday, when she hosted 
the Veterans Day celebration 
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at the Ambassadors Resi- 
dence in Camp John Hay, 
Kenney again told reporters 
that the US government was 
satisfied with the finding that 
the explosion was an acci- 
dent. 

"Our experts have communi- 
cated this to the [PNP] 
Maybe the police could con- 
clude their investigation and 
take all of the evidence into ac- 
count. Thats their job. We're 
merely here supporting them," 
she said. 

Kenney made no reference to 
the terror angle in the explo- 
sion, but cited the Philippines 
alliance with the US-led war on 
terrorism. 

“The forces of the Philip- 
pines and the United States 
defend our peace from those 
terrorists who would deprive 
us of the opportunity to live in 
freedom and enjoy our pros- 
реу) Kenney said in a 
speech during the Veterans 
Day ceremony. 


Meeting at NBI 

‘The National Bureau of In- 
vestigation will meet with ex- 
perts tomorrow regarding the 
pieces of evidence gathered 
from the Glorietta 2 basement, 
lawyer Romulo Asis, head of the 
NBI Anti-Terrorism Division, 


FILIPINO and American soldiers aise their national colors during an 

advance celebration of Veterans Day hosted by US Ambassador Kristie 
Kenney at Camp John Hay in Baguio City on a foggy Tuesday. The guests 
included Filipino and American veterans who survived the Bataan Death 


March during World War Il. 


said yesterday. 

‘Among those expected to at- 
tend the meeting at the NBI 
headquarters are experts from 
the Departments of Energy 
(DOE), Environment and Natu- 
ral Resources (DENR), and 
Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH). 

“I believe the investigation 
wouldn't be complete with- 
out the experts” opinion on 
the matter,” Asis told re- 
porters. 

"We hope we can get me- 
chanical and sanitary engi- 
neers from the DPWH to deter- 
mine if the sewage treatment 
facility of the mall was proper- 
ly installed, experts from the 
DOE to determine the ramifi- 
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cation of methane gas, which 
could have caused the explo- 
sion, and experts from the 
DENR to determine if the es- 
tablishment had an environ- 
mental compliance certifi- 
cate,” he said. 

Mining engineer Arturo San- 
tos, of the DENR's Mines and 
Geo-Science Bureau, had a pre- 
liminary meeting with Asis yes- 
terday morning. 

Asis said he also intended to 
take the experts to the blast site 
for an inspection. 

On Friday, authorities sifted 
through the wreckage in the 
mall basement and retrieved 
pieces of electrical equipment, 
including circuit breakers and a 
pump motor. 


Spain's blogging granny a hit with young surfers 


From page Al 
has surprised herself with her 
sudden conversion from Web-il- 
literate to cybercelebrity. 

"At first I thought a blog was 
just a type of paper notebook,” 
said Lopez, a great-grandmoth- 
en 

"When Isaw my grandson us- 
ing the Internet, it caught my 
attention. I said to myself 
‘What's this? You can find out 
about anything. I want an Inter- 
net!” 

Wish 60,000 regular readers 
so far, Lopez's homely mix of 
memory and chat, available at 
http;//amis95.blogspot.com/, 
attracts regular readers from 
around the world, putting her 
in touch with the younger gen- 
eration in a way she had never 
imagined. 

“No one pays any attention to 
old women any more. Not many 


people love us. But I was sur- 
prised by the Internet, because 
young people who were 18 
years of age, or 14 or 15, tell me 
about their lives and what they 
think and ask my advice,” Lopez 
said. 

Only one in 10 people over 
the age of 65 use the Internet in 
Spain, slightly below the Euro- 
pean average. Although that 
proportion has nearly doubled 
over the last two years, it still 
suggests older citizens are miss- 
ing out on the digital revolution 
even though they make up a 
growing portion of the popula- 
tion. 

"Age is more important (to 
determining Internet use) than 
income, gender . . . or level of 
education,” said Domingo 
Laborda, an official of Spain's 
Ministry of Industry. 

The proportion of Internet 


users declines even more 
steeply after 65. Only 2.7 per- 
cent of over-74s have ever 
surfed the Net. 

But technology can help 
break down the isolation 
brought so often by advancing 
age. 

"Although nothing can make 
wp for affection, the Internet 
can help communication, with 
mail, chat or messaging, and it's 
fun and always available," 
Laborda said. 


Loquacious 

Visit Lopez's home in the vil- 
lage of Sanxenxo in the rainy 
northern Spanish region of 
Galicia, and you'll see her abili- 
ty to pour out words on the Net 
is matched by her loquacious- 
nessin person. 

“I was always talkative, but 
now I feel more wanted, em- 


braced, because so many people 
write to me," Lopez said. 

On her blog, she would make 
occasional references to her 
youthful good looks (АҺ, how 
pretty I was, and how little I re- 
alized it"). But today, she has 
white hair and walks with a 
stick. 

“Look at what I was,” Lopez 
wrote in one entry beneath a 
photograph of herself from 60 
ог 70 years ago, "And look at 
what I am, at what I have be- 
come. My eyes aren't pretty, nor 
my mouth, or anything, not my 
body Age disfigures every- 
thing." 

“The Internet has given me 
life,” she told Reuters, describ- 
ing how she receives messages 
from places as diverse as Brazil, 
Russia and Japan. 

Lopez has called herself “the 
world’s oldest blogger” al- 


though a quick Google search 
reveals several pretenders to 
the title, including 108-year-old 
Australian Olive Riley, who can 
be found at wwwallabouto- 
live.com.au/. 

Civil war memories 

Due partly to cataracts which 
mean she can't see screens well, 
Lopez is assisted in her blogging 
by her grandson Daniel, who 
takes her dictation. 

Many of her stories deal with 
a long life, which started happi- 
ly and then had to steer through 
the vicious Spanish Civil War 
and the long years of dictator- 
ship by Gen. Francisco Franco 
which followed. 

“I had a very happy youth,” 
she wrote, describing expec 
tions to bullfights and fun times 
with her cousins. 

“Young men were different 


the real estate assets, Serapio ” 


said. 

He said the Tanay estate and 
the Greenhills residence were 
not acquired illegally. 

After serving the writ of exe- 
cution, Urieta headed for New 
Manila to inspect the palatial 
residence located at No. 100 on 
‘11th Street. 

The so-called Boracay man- 
sion, which was named after 
the popular beach resort and 
was said to be the home of an 
Estrada mistress, was owned by 
St. Peter’s Holdings. 

Тһе abandoned residence is 
now a sad echo of its luxurious 


past, with broken roofs, run- “ 


down walls, and peeling paints. 
The entire 7,400-square-meter 
lot is filled with overgrown 
weeds and trees. 

"We are going to put a writ of 
execution on the gate tomor- 
row,” Urieta said. 

He added that the court would 
notify the Quezon City Registry 
of Deeds of the forfeiture, 


Asis said the items gathered 
had been turned over to the NBI 
for safekeeping. 

He said the bureau would 
examine the items in the 
presence of representatives 
of the ALI, PNP and other 
concerned government agen- 
cies. 


‘Glaring’ proof 

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile yes- 
terday urged the Ayala family, 
the majority owner of ALI, not 
to toss the blame for the explo- 
sionto others. 

“The proof of their negli- 
gence is very glaring,” Enrile 
said. “The Ayalas cannot shift 
the burden of responsibility as 
the experts who corroborated 
the findings of the police are 
volunteer experts, not paid 
groups.” 


The senator also said that if. | 


the blast were a terrorist act, 
“do the Ayalas think the US and 
other countries will not imme- 
diately come forward and de- 
nounce what happened at Glo- 
rietta?” 

At a press conference on 
Sunday, ALI president and 
chief executive officer Jaime 
Ayala read out the assessment 
of Stephen Etheridge, a char- 
tered scientist of the United 
Kingdom's Science Council 
and a specialist on wastewater 
with special expertise in bio- 
gas production, and Bur- 
goynes, a consulting firm spe- 
cializing in forensic probes of 
fires, explosions and engineer- 
ing failure. 

These experts said that, 
among other things, biogas 
was unlikely to have been pro- 
duced in the mall basement's 
sump pits, which collect 
wastewater, because condi- 
tions for its production were 
absent. 

They also said the accumula- 
tion of biogas in the basement. 
was also unlikely because it 
would have been vented 
through a large open stairwell 
leading to the delivery bay. 

With reports from Elizabeth 
Sanchez-Lacson, Tina G. San- 
tos and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
in Manila. 


back then. They brought us 
flowers, gardenias, violets, 
chocolates. Not like the foul- 
mouthed bunch today.” 
It was one of these polite 
young men who told her of the 
war's outbreak in 1936. 
“He had left-wing ideas... 
the boy said to me 'Maria 
Amelia, this is a revolution! 
And I began to hear shooting,” 
Lopez blogged, describing how 
later that day her father was 
chased out of his job at a cus- 
toms office by Franco's men. 
Spain’s Prime Minister Jose 
Luis Rodriguez Zapatero has 
written to congratulate Lopez 
on her blog and she recom- 
mends other senior citizens to 
take up blogging. 
But it's not all easy. 
“Tm going to die before I get 
broadband,” read one recent, 
sad entry. Reuters 
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FVR slams Estrada for politicking so soon after pardon | 


By Tarra Quismundo 


FORMER PRESIDENT FIDEL V 
Ramos yesterday criticized ex- 
President Joseph Estrada for 
politicking so soon after his par- 
don, as well as President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo for failing to get 
government leaders together. 


Summit of 4 living 
presidents pushed 


By Michael Lim Ubac 


AMID THE POLITICAL UNCERTAINTIES 
faced by the Arroyo administration, the 
stage is being set for a reunion of past and 
present Presidents to pursue an elusive 
goal—unity for the country. 

The first-ever meeting among President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, former Presidents 
Gorazon Aquino, Fidel Ramos and Joseph 
Estrada is envisioned as a "bold step that 
will finally unite the country and trigger a 
big economic push," according to Jesus 
Aranza, president of the Federation of 
Philippine Industries (ЕРІ) 

Aranza said the meeting, coming on the 
heels of the executive clemency for convicted 
plunderer Estrada would greatly improve the 
country’s political and business climate because 
ofthe four leaders "sheer influence." 

Estrada, who was ousted in the second 
People Power revolution of 2001, was con- 
victed of plunder in September by the Sandi- 
ganbayan antigraft court for taking more 
than half a billion pesos in bribes. He was 
sentenced to life imprisonment but Ms Ar- 
royo extended a presidential pardon to the 
disgraced ex-president a little over a month 
following the judgment on the grounds that 
he was already 70 years old. 

But even before the FPI pushed for the 
reunion of presidents yesterday, the idea 
wasrbroached in a meeting on Saturday 


DENR hit over fishkill decision 


EN р INMENTAL GROUPS YESTERDAY 
critici; éd the Department of Environment and. 
Natural Resources’ recent, decision, clearing 
тілі firm Lafayette Philippines Goce 
countability in the fishkills that hit five 
barangays on Rapu-Rapu island on Oct. 26-28. 

The Kalikasan People's Network for the 
Environment said it was “hasty, prejudiced, 
and, unscientific” for the DENR to clear 
Lafayette this early. 

“What kind of twisted and befuddled logic 
would conclude that Lafayette is totally free 
from accountability when even the DENR itself 


Speaking to reporters before 
flying to China for an education 


don activities, referring to the 
opposition leader's recent sor- 
ties to Manila's slums, 

Ramos said Estrada's visit to Vi- 


tas and “Smokey Mountain,” a for- 
mer garbage dump in Tondo, 


Somebody from Makati wants to 
be the opposition presidential can- 
didate for the year 2010,” said 
Ramos in apparent reference to 


Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay chair. 
of the United Opposition, the 


vice president or president or the 
prime minister, depending on our 
constitutional setup when that 
time comes,” he continued, this 


for the 


Advancement in Medi 


(PCAM) 


6th Annual Conference 


The Philippine College 


time referring to Estrada's son, 
Sen. Jinggoy Estrada. 


and smiling momentarily. 
"However, its giving the wrong 


and economic forum, Ramos could be taken to mean that “he is coalition supported by Estrada. “Well, that’s good for (Estra- signal, which may be discomfiting 
said politics may be seen as be- campaigning for certain people.” “And somebody from San Juan da). Because you know, once to the administration leaders, as 
ing behind Estrada's post-par- “5 already in the headlines. City is being built up to be either уоп are fully released from con- well as the opposition leaders,” 


trols by the detention authori- 
ties, you must enjoy yourself. 
Apparently, that’s what he en- 
joys,” said Ramos, lightening up 


said Ramos, who had opposed the 
grant of executive clemency to 
Estrada barely a month after his 
conviction for plunder. 


with the participation of the 
Philippine Institute of 
Traditional & Alternative 
Health Care (PITAHC| 
Department of Heal 


The POWER of 
NATURAL HEALING 


among Ms Arroyo, Ramos, Speaker Jose de 
Venecia and key leaders of the ruling Lakas- 
CMD party, according to an administration 


offical 

‘The official, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity so as not to preempt the official 
announcement of the summit, said party 
leaders found the idea of the “living Presi- 
dents” seated together “unprecedented.” 

Itwill augur well for unity, reconciliation 
and peace in the country, the official said. 


‘The official said the event would be more Speakers- 


Nov. 9-17 - Club Filipino, Greenhills, San Juan 
Nov. 18 - Ateneo de Davao University Auditorium, Davao City 


70 PER CENT LONG TERM SURVIVAL RATES FOR STAGE 4 CANCER 
PATIENTS USING FDA APPROVED ALTERNATIVE THERAPIES 


than a “photo op,” and would have tangible 
results since it “can lead to a calm political 
environment that provides an avenue for 
all stakeholders to engage and advance the 
economy.” 

‘The meeting between Ms Arroyo and the 
three past Presidents could lead to the re- 
vival of the Council of State, an exclusive 
top-level body which advises the Chief Ex- 
ecutive on matters of national importance, 
the official said. 

The three former Presidents are auto- 
matic members of the Council of State. Cre- 
ated by Aquino in 1987, its other members 
include the Senate President, the Speaker, 
the House deputy speakers, the Senate 


Dr. XU KECHENG 
President 
Fuda Cancer Hospital, China 


president protempore, the majority and mi- 
nority leaders of both chambers of 
Congress, the executive secretary, Cabinet. 
members and leaders of the leagues of gov- 
ernors, mayors and councilors. 


admitted that it had yet to determine the root 
cause ofthe бз Clemente Bautista Jr, Kae 
likasanPNE. natiopgeoordinator said» insa: 
press cOnference. аЙ? “ 

Lafayette yesterday claimed the fishkill 
report was a hoax, adding that it was look- 
ing at its legal options against the culprits 


Dr, LIZHI NIU 
Chief Surgeon 
Fuda Cancer Hospital, China 


Cryosurgery removes tumors in the breast, liver, 
lung, throat, head and prostrate without disfiguring 
the patient. Photodynamic Therapy removes tumors 
from the tongue and colon without cutting the organ. 
Immunotherapy creates an anti-cancer vaccine 
from the patient's own blood resulting in zero side 
effects. 


Before 
Cryosurgery 


Alter 
Cryosurgery 


resident, King Institute, 
Texas, USA- How to Use the Hands to stop Heart Attacks, 
Bleeding, Seizures, Asthma Attacks, Anaphylactic Shock, Choking 
elc in as short as 2 minutes * Dr. William Shaw, president, 
Great Plains Laboratory, USA-Curing Autism * Kelly Raber, 
DSMC {USA}-Curing Cancers without Surgery * Dr. Rosario 
Austria-Stopping Smoking in 10 Days * Dr. Samuel Dizon 
Pulling Patients out of Dialysis « Dr. Jose Bernardo-Completely 
Reversing Stroke Paralysis Naturally • Dr. Jose Antonio 
Socrates-Healing Broken Bones Naturally * Dr. Dietmar 
Rummel (Germany|-Reversing Fatty Livers Naturally, & Beauty 
Reborn with a Botanical Placenta * Dr. Alfonso Lagaya- 
Enhancing Intimacy with Sexual Exercises and Curing Impotence 
and Frigidity Naturally * Dr. Ron Bardonado (San Benito 
Farm)-Heallh Begins in the Colon * Dan McKee (USA) and 
Mariano Teng-Qi Gong * Jaime E. Dy-Liacco, DMM-Food 
and Food Supplements Heal Faster and Better than Synthelic 
Drugs. Nov.9-11 lectures, 8am-ópm 


Other speakers: Dr. Glenn King, 


behind the false report. 

“There was no fishkill in the immediate 
vicinity of our project and in other munici- 
palities going to the Poblacion area,” said 
lawyer Bayani Agabin, Lafayette 


Nov. 12, 8am-5pm 
Physician's Training Session for 
Curing Autism 
Dr. William Shaw 


Nov. 13-17, 8am-6pm 
5-Day Workshop on Using Hands 
to Heal Ailments 
Dr. Glenn King 


spokesperson. Jerome Aning 


THe DaiLy GosPEL 


IstReading: 
Gospel: 


One day, when large crowds were walking along with Jesus, he tumed 


50% discount for pre-registration, call PCAM, Lynn Masa at - 381-5210 or 0917-8333828. 


Luke 14:25-33 


Work Big 


On small budget 


and said to them, "If you come to me, without being ready to give up your. 
Jove for your father and mother, your spouse and children, your brothers and 
sisters, and indeed yourself, you cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not fol- 
low me carrying his own cross cannot be my disciple. 

"Do you build a house without first sining down to count the cost to see 
whether you have enough to complete it? Otherwise, if you have laid the 
foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone will make fun of you: "This 
fellow began to build and was not able to finish." 

“And when a king wages war against another king, does he go to 
fight without first siting down to consider whether his ten thousand 
can stand against the twenty thousand of his opponent? And if not, 
while the other is still a long way off he sends messengers for peace 
talks. In the same way, none of you may become my disciple if he 
doesn't give up everything he has.” 

Commentary 

Do we think of ourselves as being in debt to one another in love? How deeply 
and faithfully do we love? And do we love all our neighbors, from our enemies 
and strangers to our friends and loved ones? Do we need to look at what needs to 
be undone and corrected? Jesus is dear about the depth and breadth of what 
commitment to following him means in regard to our families, our work, and. 
our own personal lives. Do we pick up the crass—ivhat is lid on us because we 
live our lives in public, devoted о Jesus justice, the care of the poor and the 
proclamation of ће truth of God's Word? Are we serious about our baptismal 
promises—at least as serious about them aswe are when we start a new job, ra 
business, or building a house, or an addition to what we have? Are we as astute 
in our dealings with one another and making peace among ail and with God, as 
weare when it comes to our finances and future? Isour future wrapped in God? 
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laie SPORTS 
Gomez makes it; Luat crashes out 


Sene I7 LCD 
325818, 
е 
576 Б 321С0 
320300А, 
24 тоз. 0% 
P 79,990 


Philips 37" LCD digicam 
a B NG il Karaoke DENNIS Orcollo prepares to break against 
P9980 Hong Kong's Kenny Kwok. aucustonacruz 


Philips 26° LCD. 
STA2800 


12 mos 0% 
P34,980 


By Musong R. Castillo 


MAKE WAY FOR ANOTHER FILIPINO 
longshot. 

Robert Gomez, a qualifier from Zamboan- 
ga, marched into the Last 64 of the $400,000 
World Pool Championship at the Araneta Coli- 
seum last to make up for the exit of a local bet 
who was expected to figure prominently. 

Gomez dismantled two foreign veterans in 
a five-hour span and became the 12th Filipino 
to make the knockout phase, a consolation of 
sorts for a steam-rolling Philippine side that 
lost veteran Rodolfo."Boy Samson" Luat after 
just two matches. 

The 28-year-old Gomez broke free from 'a a 
6-all game against Niels Fiejen, winning the fi- 


NG 21" 
‘Stim Fit TV wi rack 
21QT17BP. 
ху 500 Pin 
er 
1208. 0% 7 
P 10,990 


Panasonic 42" Plasma TV 
THA2PVIO 
24 mos. O% 


P 119,90 
Д NISSAN 


URVAN ES TATE' оте theater 
Universal Motors Corporation е р TV 


y 1G2t FlatTV [Goes w AUDIOVOX¢2 7A UCD] at én a's nalthree racks against the Dutch for a 9-6 vic- 
| фло " TER TES M re 5 araoke Міс tory before showing complete contol against 
1 P6999 ng iwi big Indian Dharminder Singh Lilly. 
е атаа LO T cel Ip hone Gomez, who won the Battle of Scandinavia 
favorite movies, view photos, 3 icrowave 82all in Norway and the Pacman 10-Ball in 
Sala t M әдіст кесін pla. oven General Santos recently raced to a 7-3 lead 
a es erpi Bach шел; = against Lilly, before prevailing, 9-4, to advance 
Tre you aver thought poss Component opposite Pole Harald Stolka. 
Pa Mac" videocam Z У was lucky T was able to get out of my 
STMSEIM Е sa 2 ko - келісе Comer chair in my first match," Gomez said in Fil- 
пенала) > ipino after he broke that 6-all tie. "The second 


match was very different because I was able to 
gain early control.” 


1G DVD Player Luat, meanwhile, simply could not recall 


Оук the form that made him a quarterfinalist here 

pasa last year, bowing to Singapore's Toh Lian Han, 

eal я 6.9, before taking the door completely after a 
s nanga tan o 3.9 loss to Englishman Darryl Peach. 

Pronger DVD Player у Home Т соол А w to ; NAWSUT That made him only the second Filipino (5 

P3790 mos. 0% ы RN S moe. DV 6mos. 0% hit the showers after Antonio Lining in Day 2. 


vua 3 i £6,499 The Philippines is looking to puta 13th man in 


the main draw with Dennis Orcullo needing 
just one more win to advance. 

Orcullo was unforgiving in his debut, r 
ing to a 6-0 lead before hammering Hong 
Kongs Kenny Kwok to submission, 9-4, (0 


төреге, 


Mice (ЖЕЗ E draw Japaris Satoshi Kabawata as his next foe 

Philips Parable DVD | Sony Digtal Camera mo 4gb H = 3 fora Last 64 seat. pi 

k caulk, bas i6 ig LU = nG 3 Ronnie Alcano, after making the knockout 

4 P7,690 P19,999 | Ж phase last year ago, wil have top seeding ih 

an - F the Last 64. 

D: > American Shane Van Boening, the conser- 

H sus favorite, also won his opening match last 

E 2 Panasonic Refigeratr “Whitpool side-by.sido | 9 night, but not after going through the wringer 
1 Ganon Digtal Gamera, -Canon Video, Camera bor 19 ei RE 2 door қашқалы: 2201.1. opposite Taiwan's umi Yau-mau, 9-8. 

і SAGO, R00 вето EU ud ‘The defending champion Alcano, who out- 

1 12 mos. 0% p mos. 0% 6 mos, 0% steadied German gun Ralf Souquet in the title 

Ез P8950 Р 19,950 P15,788 match last year, lost just a total of four racks in 

— ——  — aan - us two matches going into the first phase of the 


money rounds. 

A curious pairing in the round-of-64 is the 
Jeff de Luna vs Lee Van Corteza match as both 
Filipinos go for each other’s throats—the 
draw eliminating one man for the Philippines. 

Alex Pagulayan, the 2004 winner in Cardiff, 
will play Vietnam's Pham Tuan Ngoc, Marlon 
Manalo drew Pole Radoslav Babica, Francisco 
Bustamante will have Spain's David Alcaide as 
a foe and Ramil Gallego slugs it out with Tai 
war's Kuo Po-cheng. 
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SOGO Hom & Often * MAKATI 2nd vel Gene 1 Ayala Сапа 72964801252. QUEZON CITY GF As Mali Cuban 028501 004 + PASIG = Robinsons Piace Мело East, Marcos Нау 6478505 a 06» MANDALUYONG - 2d Level, EDSA the 2007 World Pool Championship lit- 
ne P64 HOON CALOOCAN. zd vel Za low Coste $0415 688 MANLA rd Lo Yan Carlar Ma8 ЗИТ. erally got hot yesterday 
A billiard table lighting caught fire as 
soon as it was turned on. Tournament 
staff rushed to put out the fire but were 
notable ro save the pool table felt, 
No one was near the table when the 
incident happened. 
l Marlon Bernardino, contributor 


cd à Ы . 7 I 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7 2007 PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER LA a| 


и Svenson 
Saved 
My Hair! 


Textus your feedback: inquirer met name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) E-mail: pr_metro@inquirer.com.ph (can 892-HAIR (4247) 


urder raps filed vs Gonzalez, driver 
No bail recommended for suspect in stepbrother’s death 


By Tina G. Santos and commit them. Тһе possibil- Тһе police report showed 
7 ity is not foreclosed that indeed, that Delgado was found dead in 
Beyonce in town THEDEPARTMENTORJUSTICETHEOTHERDAY 859008 have been thereand his apartment at the Mayflower 


. Pi 5 have committed the offenses building on Leon Guinto Street 
Jor one-ni igh it concert filed charges against businessman and grandson of. charged,” Devanadera added. wai. 


former President Elpidio Quirino, Luis Gonzalez, 


Br fira V Өзекті norway)”: | and his driver Antonio Buenaflor, in connection [~ SUSTAINABLE SOLUTION TO POVERTY! 

INTERNATIONAL POP SU- with the death of Gonzalez's stepbrother. SETTING UP & MANAGING 
pea Peer. Knowles Gonzalez and Buenaflor, who isa Pesico, Delgado's compat EFFECTIVELY A MICRO-FINANCE 
lashed a wide smile upon ar- are accused of kiling Federico ion who was with the victim 

riving in Manila yesterday af- Delgado inside the victim's when he was killed, had posi- ORGANIZATION SEMINAR 
ternoon. house in Malate, Manila last tively identified the suspects as November 14, 2007 


Here for a concert in 


March 10, were charged with the ones who stabbed Delgado | Legend Hotel, 60 Pioneer Street, Mandaluyong City. 
Taguig City, Knowles and her 


murder in the Manila Regional and then mauled her before | + Know the rules, regulatory environment & rationale in 


70-member | entourage— Trial Court. locking her up in a closet. establishing micro-finance organizations. 
composed of her crew, musi- "There is reasonable ground “Consistent with the estab- | • Learn from resource experts 8 practitioners: current tools, 
cians and personal security— to believe that the accused are lished jurisprudence on the | products, techniques, trends & best practices in managing 
arrived on board a chartered probably guilty of the offense matter, the positive identifica- | effectively 8 successfully a micro-finance organization. 
jet at the Ninoy Aquino Inter- Charged," Senior State Prosecu- tion of respondents as the per- | • Appreciate wholesale lending opportunities to MFI's. 
national Airport at 2:10 p.m. tor Edwin Dayog said. petrators has to prevail over | • Speakers: Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, CARD, Inc., Rural 
Knowles will appear He recommended no bail for their denials and alibis,” she Bank of San Leonardo, inc., Phil. Federation of Credit 
tonight in her one-night only the temporary release of the said. Cooperatives, and Development Bank of the Philippines. 
show at the Bonifacio Global suspects, who remain atlarge. “While respondents and their 


Corporate organizations, NGOs, Foundations, Cooperatives, 


City in Taguig City. MFls, Rural Banks, Associations, research organizations, 


Her arrival drew a crowd of 
photographers, reporters and 
airport workers who waited 
patiently for the star under a 
light drizzle on the airport 
ramp. 

Before Knowles’ appeared, 
a flight attendant came out of 
the jet to place a floral ar- 
rangement at the bottom of 
the stairs and a blue carpeton SINGER Beyonce Knowles 
the landing. waves to photographers and 

Her private security, who reporters upon her arrival at 
were clad in black, positioned the Ninoy Aquino 
themselves around a parked International Airport. зумом I. 
Ford Excursion while scan- 
ning the crowd. face photographers before 

A few minutes later, witha boarding the waiting SUV, 
bodyguard ahead of her, partofa five-car convoy. 
Knowles emerged from the 
aircraft, Photo opportunity 

Descending the airline steps | Airport workers and even 
with care, the singer smiled and police grabbed the chance to 
waved at the media who wait- snap shots of the superstar 
edforherbehinda securitycor. using digital cameras and 
don. camera phones. 

Тһе 26-year-old artist, the Knowles’ aircraft, а 172- 
voice behind hits like "Irre- seater MD-83 jet, flew in 
placeable” and “Baby Boy,” from Shanghai, China. 
wore a white long-sleeved The chartered Blue Line 
shirtand tight-fitting jeans. plane will stay at the Naia's 

Flanked by her bodyguards remote parking area until the 
and locally hired private se- artist flies out tomorrow 
curity, she paused briefly to morning. 


The charges were filed after witnesses may have claimed 
acting Justice Secretary Agnes that (Gonzalez and Buenaflor) | LGUS, etc. seeking opportunities in micro-finance. Get 10% 
Devanadera reversed the find- were elsewhere when the of- | Group discount. To register, call Tritium Knowledge Center 
ings оа Manila prosecutor who fenses were committed, there is | Publishing at 381-2664; 531-0084; CP: 0919-2299777; 0919- 
recommended the dismissal of nonetheless no clear and con- | 2299780; 0915-7804379. Email: tritium@pldtdsl.net or 
the charges against Gonzalez vincing evidence showing that | tkep_ph@yahoo.com 
and Buenaflor. it was truly impossible for them 

Devandera noted that Annal- to be at the scene of the crimes LIMITED SEATS ONLY. REGISTER NOW! 


EPD cops to seek new 
ruling on Boratong case 


By Kristine L. Alave the death of German Colisao, an 
informant of television network 
‘THE POLICE WILL USE ALLLE- GMAT. 
galmeanstopursuethe murder The prosecution alleged that 
case filed against the Boratong (һе two ordered PO2 Ramil Along 
couple, whom they accused of and Nashir Labay to kill Colisao 
operating a compound of shabu after they caught him videotaping 
dens in Pasig City which was the activities inside the shabu 
raided last year, Eastern Police compound in Barangay Sto. 
District chief, Senior Supt. Nilo Tomas, Pasig City in November 
dela Cruz, said yesterday. 2005. The police raided the com- 
“We are not happy about it,” pound in February 2006. 
DelaCruzsaidinaphoneinter- Іп his order dated Oct. 22, 
view, referring to the recent Manalo granted the defense 
court order dismissing the mur- motion to dismiss the case, say- 
der case against the couple. ing he found no probable cause 
“We will exhaust all legal for filing the murder charges 
remedies," he added. against the Boratongs, along Get FREE Ayala Life Insurance equivalent to 5x your account's balance* 
According to De la Cruz, they and Labay. He also noted that Pa > 
are studying possible legal steps “there was no proof or eyewit- up to P2 million and US$40,000, even when you're past 60. 
to overturn the ruling of Pasig ness” to the alleged crime. 4 қ " 
City Regional Trial Court Branch De la Cruz and Pasig City po- No premium payments required. No medical check-ups needed. 
161 Judge Nicanor Manalo Jr lice chief, Senior Supt. Frank 
who dismissed the murder case Uyami, said they were "sur- 2 
and lifted the warrants of arrest prised” at the ruling and found Get Started Savings Account comes with FREE life insurance, now even for depositors up to 70 years of age. Thats life insurance 
against the accused. Manalo's order “suspicious.” 
"The Boratong couple, Amin They noted that it contradict- coverage that Senior Citizens cannot easily get, ant 
Imam and his wife, Memie, ed his July order mandating 
were accused of masterminding that the accused be arraigned. 


for FREE. The coverage is equivalent to 5x the account's balance up to 
P2 million and US$40,000. It is available in Pesos and Dollars and the Peso insurance coverage you get from your Get Started 
Peso Savings Account is on top of the Dollar insurance coverage you can get from the Get Started Dollar Savings Account. 


perm 


qu DID YOU KNOW So get started now and enjoy life to the fullest! 


VILLAMOR Air Base in Pasay City, headquarters of the Philippine 
Air Force, was named after World War II hero Jesus Villamor. 
Villamor was born on Nov. 7, 1914 in Abra province. He studied at 
aviation schools in the US and later became an officer of Philippine. 
and US soldiers who were then fighting the Japanese forces. For his 
outstanding service, he was awarded the Medal of Valor, the US Le- 
gion of Merit and the US Distinguished Flying Cross, among others. 


1 Open a Get Started Savings Account today ata required initial deposit and get a FREE Pedometer with Fat Analyzer - 
a fitting gift for those who want to stay fi 


For more information, call 89-100 


After the war, he helped plan the construction of the Manila Inter- or visit any BPI Family Savings Bank branch. 
national Airport and was appointed director upon its completion. BPLFAMILY SAVINGS BANK 
Villamor died in 1971 in Washington, D.C. His remains lie at the. Gel started or. tomorrow. 
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from the sacks. 

When the police arrived on 
the scene, they discovered that 
the sacks contained bodies. 

One of the women wore a 
pair of yellow jeans and a pink 
blouse, while the other woman, 
who appeared to be pregnant, 
wore a white T-shirt and denim 


By Kristine L. Alave 


THE POLICE ARE TRYING TO 
identify two men and two 
women—one of them preg- 
nant—whose bodies were 
stuffed separately into sacks 
and dumped near a bridge in 
Taytay, Rizal province yester- 


day morning. pants. 
AccordingtoareportbyPO2 ^ Both were said to be around 
Arnold Timan, the bodies were 20 years old. 


One of the two men was clad 
in a pair of denim jeans and a 
black Tshirt while the other 
was also wearing denim pants 
and a white T-shirt. Both were 
said to be berween 35 and 40 
yearsold. 

Timan said the victims bod- 
ies showed bruises. They were 
also hogtied and their mouths 


discovered by Mandy Saulog, 
35, and Joven Gonzales, 23, 
while they were monitoring the 
daily garbage disposal in Sitio 
Tapayan, Lupang Arienda, 
Barangay San Juan at around 
5:30a.m. 

Both witnesses, employees of 
the Taytay Municipal Hall, said 
they noticed a foul odor coming 


Republic of he Philippines 
UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES SYSTEM 
Dian, Quezon City 


INVITATION TO BID 


The University of the Philippines System Bids and Awards Commies, Diman, 
Quezon City invites all interested RICE BIDDERS/SUPPLIERS to bid for 7.500 
{approximalaly) sacks of rice wth total approved budget celig of Php 7,500,000. 

Bidding wil be conducted on November 23, 2007 (Friday) at the UP Board of 
Regents Room, Quezon Hall, UP man, Quezon City. 

‘Sealed proposals should be submited o the UP System Supply and Property 
Management Office (UPS-SPMO), University of the Philippines System. Oliman. 
Quezon City not later han 2:00 a.m. on November 23, 2007 (Fay) at the UP Board 
‘of Regents Room, Quezon Hall (Oblation Plaza), University of the Philippines 
Diman, Quezon Cily for the selection of rice supplier 

‘The Pre-bid conference will be held on November 12, 2007 (Monday) at 
10:00 am. at UP Board of Regents Room, Quezon Hal (Oblaton Plaza), UP Ойтал 
Campus, Quezon City 

Bid documents at Php 8,000.00 per set are available staring November 7, 2007 
at the UP System Supply and Property Management Office, Basement, Quezon 
Hall UP Diman, Quezon City. Contact Person Mr. Isagani L. Bagus, MPA, Officer 
in-Charge, UP System SPMO, Telefax No. 926-4919. 

The University of the Philippines reserves the right to reject any or all bids, as 
well as to waive any defect or informality required in such bids, and to accept such 
bids as may be considered most advantageous to the University. 


(Sd. Professor ARIEL S. BETAN 
Assistant Vice President for Administration and 
Chair, UP System Bids and Awards Commitee 
(PO Nox 7,207 
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Sacks found in Taytay yield 4 bodies 


were covered with masking 
tape. 

Senior Supt. Mark Edison Be- 
larma, chief of the Philippine 
National Police Criminal Inves- 
tigation and Detection Group in 
the Calabarzon region, said it 
was unclear how the victims 
were killed. 

He added that agents of the 
Scene of the Crime Operations 
in Rizal province were still ex- 
amining the bodies. 

“We believe the victims were 
killed somewhere and were just 
dumped in Taytay. We have yet 
to ascertain if they were shot or 
stabbed to death," Belarma said 
ina text message to the INQUIRER. 


mauled, 


heard 


Murder raps . 


after his companion, Pesi- 
co was able to escape. She 
then told police that she 
and Delgado had just en- 
tered his apartment when 
two men attacked them. 

Pesico said the suspects 
stabbed Delgado and then 
hogtied 
locked her up inside a 
dressing room. 

Pesico added that she 
the 
"searching the room." She. 
said she managed to untie 
herself hours later and 


From page A21 


near his room with three 
stab wounds in the chest. 

The name “Franco,” 
written in blood, was 
found on the wall near the. 
victim's body. 

Delgado was the son of 
former Ambassador to the 
Holy See Francisco Delga- 
do who was married to 
the late Vicky Quirino, his 
second wife and Quirino's 
daughter. 

The INQumem tried to 
reach the families of both 
Gonzalez and Delgado for 


and 


suspects 


With areportfrom Marlon sought help from the po- comment, but calls to 
Ramos, Inquirer Southern lice. Delgado was found their cell phones went 
Luzon lying in a pool of blood ас unanswered. 


Former houseboy says employer 
made him sex slave for six years 


By Jeannette I. Andrade 


A 33-YEAR-OLD MAN HAS SUED HIS FOR- 
mer employer whom he claimed made him 
his sex slave for six years. 

Charged with rape and acts of lascivious- 
ness in the Quezon City Prosecutor's Office 
was Vittorio Romero Cruz, a resident of 
Acropolis Subdivision, Libis in Quezon City: 

According to the complainant, a native of 
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Bugallon, Pangasinan, it was only recently 
that he realized "that the things done to 
(him) were bad." 

He claimed he was only 18 when he started 
‘working as a houseboy for Cruz who allegedly 
raped him repeatedly from October 1992 to 
January 1998 before he was able to escape. 

The alleged victim added that Cruz had 
threatened to file robbery charges against 
him if he resisted. 

The complainant said he was forced to 
give in to his employer's sexual advances 
and to endure the beatings he would occa- 
sionally receive from his employer. 

In January 1998, he was able to slip out 
ofthe respondent's house where he claimed 
he was locked up. 

The man added that he was compelled to 
file charges against Cruz after he learned 
that the former had victimized other men. 
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APOLICE OFFICER IS IN CRITI- 
cal condition after he was shot 
by a still unidentified suspect in 
Quezon City yesterday mom- 


PO3 Armolito Rosauro of the 
Quezon City Police District Sta- 


Eastern University Hospital for 
gunshot wounds in the face and 
arm. At press time, he was still 
in the operating room. 
According to PO2 Michael 


Rosauro was on board his van 
parked in front of the North 
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Man shoots Japanese editor 

A JAPANESE journalist yesterday survived a 
shooting incident in Pasig City that stemmed 
from a traffic altercation. Yoshihlko Sakai, 43, 
editor of a Manila-based Japanese newspaper 
anda Pasig City resident, said that a man on 
board a motorcycle fired at his vehicle twice at 
3:45 a.m. while he was driving on Shaw Boule- 
vard. Sakai, who was driving a van, said he and 
the unidentified motorcycle driver were trying 
to overtake each other. "It was not work-relat- 
ed,” he added. According to the Japanese, he 
did not see his assallant. бака! was not injured. 
and immediately reported the incident to the 
police. Kristine L. Alave 


Munti workers to receive bonus 
EMPLOYEES of the Muntinlupa City government. 
are in for an early holiday treat with the release 
of their Christmas bonus next week. Mayor 
Aldrin San Pedro made the announcement dur- 
ing Monday's flag raising ceremony. "I have in- 
‘structed our treasury office to immediately re- 
lease the Christmas benefits of employees so 
they can prepare earlier,” he said. The employ- 
вез will receive their 13th month pay and cash 
gift on Nov. 15. "I want to give them their Christ- 
mas benefits earlier as a reward for their hard 
work,” San Pedro said. The mayor also ех-' 
pressed optimism that the early bonus would 
encourage employees to work harder in provid- 
ing better services to the public. "We will review 
our records to know what additional benefits can 
be given to them," he added. Julie M. Aurelio. 


NBI raids computer shops 
AGENTS of the National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion have seized P650,000 worth of computers 
containing unauthorized software programs. 
during simultaneous raids conducted on es- 
tablishments in Makati, Parafiaque, Muntinlu- 
pa and Manila. Raided recently were Рап- 
tertech on Evangelista Street, Bangkal, Makati 
City; Compex Sucat Inc. at SM City Sucat in 
Parafiaque; Brochiere Computers at Festival 
Supermall in Alabang, Muntinlupa: and Save 
‘on Surplus at SM City Manila. NBI Intellectual 
Property Rights Division chief Elfren Meneses 
said the raids were prompted by complaints 
from Microsoft Corp. about the firms' unau- 
thorized use of its software. Tina G. Santos. 


1 Unidentified man 
shoots QC law enforcer 


By Kenneth M. del Rosario 


Fairview Elementary School in 
Barangay North Fairview at 
11:35 a.m. when the incident 
happened. 

While waiting for his child to 
come out of school, Rosauro 
was approached by a man who 
began firing at him. The suspect 
then walked away casually, wit- 
nesses told the police. 

Authorities said they found 
two shells from a cal. .45 in 
the area where Rosauro was 
shot. 

Police said they were still try- 
ing to determine the identity of 
the suspect and his motive for 
shooting the victim. 
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Disabling of N. Korea's 
nuke arsenal starts 


WASHINGTON—US EXPERTS 
on Monday launched an un- 
precedented process to disable 
North Korea's nuclear arsenal at 
the key Yongbyon atomic com- 
plex under a multilateral agree- 
ment, the State Department 
said. 

“This is a positive first step in 
the process," said Tom Casey, a 
department spokesperson, as the 
nine experts began work to dis- 
able the plutonium production 
facilities at the complex. 

‘The team led by Sung Kim, the 
head of the US State Depart- 
menes Korea desk, "had in fact 
arrived at Yongbyon and they are 
beginning their activities there in 
terms of starting with the first as- 
pect Gf disablement of the 
facilty,” Casey told reporters. 

"ies, the process has started,” 
еза "Obviously it is going to 
be a process that is going to take 
some time," he added. 

Casey did not give details on 
what had been undertaken so far 
in the disablement of the pluto- 
nium-producing reactor at Yong- 
byon which was shut down in Ju- 
ly under a six-party agreement. 

North Korea agreed to end its 
nuclear weapons drive in return 
for aid, security and diplomatic 


guarantees under the agreement 
among the United States, the 
two Koreas, China, Russia amd 
Japan. 

Disablement aims to make the 
reactor and other plants unus- 
able for at least a year while talks 
on total denuclearization contin- 
ue. 

The North, which staged its 
first nuclear test in October 
2006, has agreed with the five 
negotiating partners to declare 
and disable all its nuclear pro- 


gram by year-end. 
South Korea's Yonhap news 
agency, quoting diplomatic 


sources, had reported that the 
chief nuclear negotiators from 
the six nations recently agreed 
11 disablement measures at the 
‘three major plants at Yongbyon. 

It said these include the with- 
drawal of about 8,000 spent fuel 
rods from the five-megawatt re- 
actor, the only one in operation 
in the country. 

Yonhap said the removal of 
the rods, which weigh some 50 
tons in total was expected to 
take at least six weeks. The US 
team was expected to keep them 
ina cooling pond until a decision 
is made on how to dispose of 
them. AFP 


strike over compensation 


LOS ANGELES—HOLLYWOOD 
screenwriters went on strike 
against major film and televi- 
sion studios on Monday, knock- 
ing some of America's favorite 
TV shows out of production in a 
dispute that hinges on how the 
Internet is changing the face of. 
show business. 

Some 12,000 members of the 
Writers Guild of America walked 
off the job starting at 12:01 a.m. 
after last-ditch talks with a federal 
mediator collapsed, setting the 
stage for the first major Holly- 
wood work stoppage in nearly 20 


years. 
The talks foundered on the in- 
ability of the two sides to come to 
terms on how writers should be 
compensated in an era of bur- 
geoning digital technologies, 
Such as broadband Internet and 
hand-held wireless devices, that 
arereshaping entertainment. 
The greatest initial impact of a 
strike will be felt on television, as 
prime-time comedies and late- 
night talk shows such as NBC's 
“The Tonight Show with Jay 
Leno" and CBS" “Late Show with 


David Letterman,” are forced into 
immediate reruns. 

“There will be no ‘Tonight 
Show’ tonight,” declared one of 
Leno's head writers, Joe 
Medeiros, as he walked a picket 
line outside NBC in Burbank. 
“None of us wanted a strike. We 
were driven to this. Tm fighting 
for the future of every writer.” 

leno himself showed up to 
hand out doughnuts to striking 
"writers on the first day of what 
some experts predicted would be 
a prolonged and costly dispute. 

“My expectation is that we're in 
fora long strike, and it will end up 
ina Pyrrhic victory" said Howard 
Suber, professor emeritus at Uni- 
versity of California Los Angeles 
and author of the book “Power of 
Film” 

While the late-night talk show 
circuit relies on a steady supply of 
topical jokes and sketches, many 
sitcoms also took a quick hit be- 
cause they depend on a substan- 
tial amount of last-minute script 
rewrites. 

“We stopped production as of 
today: All of our writers are here,” 


said former “Seinfeld” star Julia 
Louis-Dreyfus, whose latest show, 
CBS sitcom "The New Adventures 
of Old Christine," was one of the 
first casualties of the walkout. 

She joined striking writers out- 
side Warner Bros. television stu- 
dio, one of 14 Los Angeles-area 
sites pickered by the union, 
cluding studios owned by Walt 
Disney Со, Time Warner Inc, Vi- 
acom Inc. and News Corp. 

The first picket lines went up 
outside NBC headquarters at 
Rockefeller Plaza in New York Ci 
where “Saturday Night Live" vet- 
eran Tina Fey, who currently stars 
on, writes and produces the NBC 
sitcom “30 Rock," was on hand. 

“This strike affects the show in 
which I work,” she said. "We put. 
our pens down yesterday, and we 
will not write until negotiations 
resume.” No further negotiations 
were scheduled. 

Producers of some prime-time 
series, especially dramas, have 
worked feverishly for months 
stockpiling episodes in hopes of 
riding out a strike until January 
Or even February Once those 


SEAN Jablonski a writer for the. 
television show Nip/Tuck talks on 
his cell phone while joi 

picketers outside the entrance of 
CBSStudiosin Los Angeles. ar 


shows run dry, networks will be 
forced to air repeats or “strike- 
proof" programming not covered. 
by the WGA contract, such as re- 
ality shows, news and sports. 

Reuters 
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Gene explains why breast-fed 
babies are more intelligent 


LONDON--A VERY COMMON 
gene can help explain why 
breast-fed babies tend to grow 
up to be more intelligent than 
those raised exclusively on bot- 
tled milk. 

Breast-fed babies who shared 
the genetic variant outscored 
bortle-fed peers in intelligence 
tests, researchers said. The vari- 
ant to the FADS2 gene, involved 
in processing fatty acids, is found 
in about 90 percent of people, 
they added. 

“For 100 years, the intelligence 
quotient has been at the heart of 
scientific and public debates 
about nature versus nurture,” 
Terrie Moffitt of Kings College 
‘London and colleagues wrote in 
their report, published on Mon- 
day in the Proceedings of the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences. 

“Evidence that nature and nur- 
ture work together drives a nail 
in the coffin of the nature-versus- 


Britain and New Zealand. 

Breastfeeding has many ad- 
vantages for children including 
reducing infections, respiratory 
illnesses and diarrhea, earlier re- 
search has shown. A study pre- 
sented at an American Heart As- 
sociation meeting on Monday 
added healthier blood choles- 
terol levels to that list. 

Although scientists have been 
looking at potential links be- 
tween breast-feeding and intelli- 
gence for decades, the direct re- 
lationship has not always been 
clear 

The researchers studied the 
FADS2 gene involved in process- 
ing omega 3 fatty acids found in 
foods such as salmon, nuts and 
avocados and turning them into 
nutrients for the brain. 

In both countries, breast-fed 
children had a higher IQ by 
about 6 to 7 points, but only if 
they had a variant that made the 


jail term 
eyed for 

Fujimori 
LIMA—PERUS TOP 
prosecutor on Mon- 
day asked the 
Supreme Court for a 
30 year prison sen- 
tence for former 
president Alberto Fu- 
jimori, three weeks 
before the start of his 
trial on kidnapping 


and murder charges 
stemming from his 


1990-2000 rule. 
On filing the 
charges ar the 


Supreme Courts spe- 
dal criminal court, 
Jose Pelaez also asked 
that Fujimori pay $33. 
million in damages 
for the death of 25 
people during 
paramilitary raids in 
1991 and.1992 in a 
lima neighborhood 
and its university 

He demanded 
two further pay- 
ments of $99,30 
each for Fujimori 
role in the kidnap- 
pings of a reporter 
and a university 
professor by the 
same death squad. 

Extradited from 
Chile in September, 
Fujimori on Nov. 26 
will face trial on 
Pelaez's charges. He 
also has three other 
trials pending on 
charges of abuse of 
power corruption 
and embezzlement, 
also allegedly com- 
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Antiterror raids in Europe 
ROME—ttalian police launched dawn raids in Mi- 
lan on Tuesday targeting about 20 people sus- 
pected of recruiting suicide bombers for attacks in 
iraq and Afghanistan, the ANSA news agency re- 
ported. The antiterrorist operation ordered by a 
Milan court was also under way in France, Britain. 
and Portugal, according to the italian all-news 
channel Sky-TG24. The raids uncovered remote 
“electronic detonators and poisons, as well as in- 
structions on guerrilla warfare techniques, ANSA 
said. Officers were searching for foreign nationals 
suspected of having formed “jihadist” cells, ANSA 
said, adding that the investigation had begun in 
2004. AP 


22 bodies in Iraq mass grave 
BAGHDAD—Iraqi forces have uncovered a mass 
grave containing 22 bodies near a vast lake north- 
west of Baghdad, the US military said on Tuesday. 
Itsaid the grave was discovered on Saturday near 
‘Thar Thar lake, which spans the central-west 
provinces of Anbar and Salaheddin, during an op- 
eration by US and Iraqi forces targeting al-Qaida 
hideouts. “The Iraqi Army and provincial security 
forces are investigating the mass grave to deter- 
ming the identities of the deceased and the causes. 
of death for notification of their families," the mili- 
tary statement said. AP 


gene more efficiently process fat- 


mitted under his 


Reuters iron-fisted rule. AFP 


16 feared dead in mudslides 
VILLAHERMOSA—At least 16 people were 
missing feared dead on Tuesday after a mud- 
slide struck a small village in flood-hit south- 
ern Mexico, as local people complained of 
chaotic relief work and looting. Heavy rain over 
the past days triggered a "severe" landslide 
that sent part of a hill in the southern state of 
Chiapas crashing into the Grijalva River, the In- 
terior Ministry said in a statement on Monday. 
The landslide “momentarily covered the com- 
munity of San Juan de Grijalva" with mud and 
water, the statement read. “According to pre- 
liminary information ... at least 16 people are 
missing," it added. AFP. 


Workers win case vs Dole, Dow 
LOS ANGELES—Six workers left infertile after 
exposure to a pesticide used in Nicaraguan ba- 
nana plantations were awarded more than $3 
million damages by a Los Angeles jury on 
Monday. Jurors at Los Angeles Superior Court 
ruled that food giants Dole and the Dow Chem- 
ical Co were jointly liable for the physical dam- 
age suffered by workers who harvested ba- 
nanas in Nicaragua during the 1970s and 
1980s. The Dow-manufactured pesticide was 
used by Dole to kill microscopic worms in ba- 
nana tree roots. 
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— PAKI Pi TARY military uniform,” Bush said. ез," interior ministry spokesper- obliged to deny rumors Mushar- 
ISLAMABAD—P. STANS MILT Y RULER "Ourhopeisthathewillrestore son Javed Cheema said. raf had been placed under house 


Pervez Musharraf promised to push ahead with democracy asquickly as possible” Тһе biggest protest was in La- arrest by his own armed forces. 
elections amid international outrage on Tuesday On Monday, иса hore, ia bora а = UN chief Ban nx ‘was 
" Я B were wounded and һил isin ing head wounds were bur “greatly concerned" at the situa- 
over his emergency rule, with the United States ge first major show of publicdis- into vans after police fired tear tion and has urged Musharraf to 
demanding a return to democracy. sent since Musharraf imposed a gas at around 1,000 protesters free detainees immediately and 
state of emergency on Saturday, outside the high court. restore democracy, his spokesper- 

With images of police firing called on Musharraf, a key ally in citing a crisis caused by Islamic Іп Karachi, police and paramili- son said. 

tear gas and beating protesters the battle against al-Qaida and extremist violence and hostile tary soldiers charged at lawyers, As well as declaring emergency 
going around the world and the Taliban, to end the state of judges. detaining another 100. Clashes rule, Musharraf suspended the 
‘warnings ofa break in foreign aid, emergency quit as Army chief. ^ Officials said 1,500 people had were also reported in Rawalpindi, constitution, sacked the nation's 
the president said January's and restore democratic rule. been arrested since then. Multan and Peshawar chief justice and brought in media 
planned polls would be held “as “Ме expect there to be elec- “Police have detained potential Іп а sign of the raging uncer- controls—measures he said were 
lose as possible to the schedule.” боп as soon as possible and that troublemakers, law-breakers and tainty gripping the nuclear-armed needed to stop Pakistan commit- 
US President George W. Bush the president should remove his those who defied a ban on ral- nation, the government was ting “suicide.” AFP 
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RP scores, but can't 
hold off revamp plans 


reges PBA to clarif y disputed rules, seeks to allay fears of coaches A26 
FACED WITH GROWING CON- 


s, including a clamor for its 

mp, the Harbour-Philippine 

Team threw a little argument in wo 
its favor by hurdling newcomer 
Pharex, 85-75, and clinched its 
fourth win in six games in the PBL 
V-Go Extreme Energy Drink Cup 
yesterday at the Ninoy Aquino 
Stadium. 

But judging by the words of its 
coach, it wasn't strong enough a case 
to fend off a retooling of its roster. 

“First and foremost, I'm looking for 
players who have the heart to repre- 
sent the country” said national coach 
Junel Baculi. 

Officials recently batted for a roster 
shakeup with players like Hapee's 
Gabe Norwood possibly boosting the 
squad sex to compete in the Thailand 
SEA Games next month. 
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UAAP finalists La Salle and UE are seeded 
first and fourth in the tournament. ranum 


PBA to clarify 


By Romina S. Austria 


THEY HAVE PROVEN THAT THEY'RE 
the best in their respective leagues. 
It’s time to test their true worth when 
ranged againstother champions. 

The country's best collegiate teams, 
Jed by University Athletic Association of 
the Philippines champion La Salle and 
National Collegiate Athletic Association 
winner San Beda, will mix it up in the 
FiLOi/Flying V 5th National Collegiate 
Champions Cup starting Saturday at the 
Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 

The Green Archers earned the top 
seeding in the 16-team with the Red Li- 
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Archers, Lions head Champs League cast 


‘ons ranking second. 

‘Ateneo, UAAP third placer, and de- 
fending champion University of the East 
are seeded third and fourth, respectively. 

La Salle capped its comeback from a 
‘one-year suspension with a sweep of UE 
in the UAAP It was the Taft-based 
squad's seventh league championship 
since joining the league in 1986. 

San Beda beat Letran for its second 
straight title and 13th overall. 

Players seeing action in the Philippine 
Basketball League (PBL) will be allowed 
to play for their respective college teams, 
according to chair Reynaldo Gamboa. 

Last year, UE defeated San Beda in 


disputed rules 


League allays fears of restive coaches 


By June Navarro 


REACTING TO BRICKBATS THROWN BY 
the league's coaches, the Philippine Bas- 
ketball Association has decided to clarify 
the controversial new set of rules that 
has transformed the action on the court 
into a highly physical contest. 

PBA legal counsel Chito Salud yesterday 
said the league's technical committee headed. 


by Репу Martinez would try to explain thei! 


rules and their 
mentors. 

Coach Tim Cone of Alaska has criticized of- 
ficials for allowing flagrant contacts which he 
said disrupted the flow of the game while Red 
Bulls Yeng Guiao has expressed confusion 
over the league's definition of a foul. 

“T think the sentiment all boiled down to 
one thing—these coaches are asking for a 
more constant implementation of the existing 
rules,” said Salud, son of former PBA commis- 
sioner Rudy Salud. 

Salud stressed that a foul should be called 
when there isa clear and hard attack. 

“The rules say that a foul takes place when a 
player holds, pushes or charges into an oppo- 


id implementation to jhe“ 


RP scores, but can’t hold off revamp . . . mres 


STANDINGS. W 5 
Purefoods 5 Dena. 
RedBul 3 
Tak'WToa 3 
Magnolia 3 
Naka 3 
kat 2 
займа 1 1 

1 movements in 

1 feme like 


checks. 


Coca-Cola 
Welooat 
бла 1 
GAMES TODAY 
(Cuneta Astrodome) 
4:35 p.m —Alr21 vs 
Sta. Lucia Realty 
7:20 p.m—Red Bull 
vs Talk 'N Text 


the 


es 


nent—that is a foul,” 


Salud added that 
the rules allow inci- 
dental contacts or the. 
effort of a player to 
perform the normal 


de- 


hand- 


PBA chair Tony 
Chua earlier asked 
Commissioner's 
Office to review the 
rules with the coach- 


the tournament final with Jose Rizal U 
placing third over Mapua. 

Santo Tomas, Far Eastern U, JRU, San 
Sebastian and Mapua are also in the 
Champions League fold. 

Other league tidists competing are 
Manuel L. Quezon University (Cusa), 
STI (Naascu), St. Francis of Assisi 
(Ucaa), University of Visayas (Cessafi), 
‘West Negros College (Negros). 

Rounding out the cast are Tacloban's 
Sacred Heart College, Unigames third 
placer Lyceum and the winner of the on- 
going Davao collegiate league. 

La Salle, UY, San Sebastian and the 
Davao champion are bracketed in Group. 


Four games into the season, Guiao said his 
Bulls have yet to distinguish a foul from a dean 
contact. They will face the same dilemma 
when they tackle the Talk ‘N Text Phone Pals 
today in the Smart PBA Philippine Cup at the 
Cuneta Astrodome. 

“Tm still confused with the officiating,” said 
Guiao, 

In the first game at 4:35 p.m., the in-form 
‘Air21 Express take on the Sta. Lucia Realtors. 

June Navarro 


WELCOAT'S Jay-R Reyes goes for a semi-hook off Alaska’s Reyne! 
Hugnatan in Sunday's game won by the Aces, 73-60. 


комин 


PBL commissioner Chino Trinidad has conferred 
with team owners, including Hapee team owner and 
PBL chair Cecilio Pedro, for the likely inclusion of the. 
identified players. 

“We might tinker with the schedule so as not to com- 
promise the teams, but its still subject to the approval 
of the PBL board,” seid Trinidad. 

‘The Nationals will play their final PBL game tomor- 
row before leaving for a Singapore stint on Nov. 10. 

“After that we will really finalize our lineup,” said Ba- 


culi, who tackled his team's plight in an emergency 
meeting last night with SBP president Manny V. 
Pangilinan, Harbour Centre owner and SEAG project 
director Mikee Romero and other key officials. 

In the second game, San Mig Coffee hammered out 
2 79-69 triumph against Mail and More. 

The scores: 

First Game 

RP TEAM 85—Caso 21, Cabahug 14, Belga 11, Cruz 10, Femandez 6, 
‘Dela Cuesta 6, Crisano 5, Alonzo 4, Tan 3, Chan 3, Bautista 2, Salangsang O. 


PHAREX 75—Oreta 16, o 11, Gerila 10, Matias 9, Soriano 7, Espiritu 


6, Atad 6, Alera S, Bulawan 3, Aquino 2, De Guzman O, Butscher O. 


Quarters: 24-17, 45-42, 58-53, 85-75 
Second Game 
ЗАМ MIG COFFEE 79—Magpayo 20, Saldua 15, Custodio 14, Raises 


10, Del Rosario 8, Dela Poña 5, Bolocon 3, Dalfo 2, Pascual 2, Luanzon 0, 
Arao 0, Sorongon 0, Angeles 0 


MAIL AND MORE 69—8ravo 13, Baraco 12, Arelano 11, Gregorio 9, 


Misa 8, Ballesteros 7, Canlas 6; Bauzon 3, Masbang 0, White 0, Bonus O. 


Quarters: 21-21, 46-44, 63-59, 79-69 


HE WIELDS HIS JEWELED CUE STICK 
like a pauper compared to eminent 
members of the cast, but the Crown 
Prince of Brunei was an early winner in 
the current World Pool Championship. 

Prince Muhtadee Billah has lent the 
tournament the dignity it rightfully de- 
serves, the rise of billiards being traced 
to regal halls of old Europe. 

‘Well, the great thing about the son of 
King Bolkiah is that he never tires com- 
ing back, although, just like in the past, 
he could not be expected to move into 
the money rounds. 

So who needs money anyway? 

Not the legendary Earl Strickland, 
who has succeeded in making himself 
an effigy of American despair with his 
rueful behavior on the JV camera. 

“He's looking down the barrel of a 

;" noted the sharp-dyed Bob Guer- 
'a mainstay in rhe WPC broadcast. 
team. с 


‘The way Strickland would bury 


father who lost a son in an Iraqi sui- 
cide bombing, the American cue 
master appeared like someone who 
entered a war he cannot win. 


2007 WPC: Beyond the usual 


e rj 
Veg 


Recab Trinidad 


crowd in falling to the underrated 
Alan Tan of Malaysia Monday. 

He did look like a goner yesterday, 
committing all conceivable miscues 
in opening racks against China’s Li 
Hewen. But finally sticking to his 
game instead of declaiming to the 
gallery, Strickland streaked from be- 
hind to take the match and stay in 
contention. 

"The odd thing is that, with his leg- 
end, including a conquest of Django 
Bustamante in the 2001 WPC finals in 
Wales, local fans obviously feel Strick- 
land, left with only a precious little in 


'his face in his palms, groaning like a 4 his arsenal, still has got what it takes to 


bechamp again. 

Not quite. The best-attended match 
at the Araneta Coliseum yesterday, be- 
tween US Open champion Shane Van 


presented early the man to beat in the 
2007 World Pool series. 

"If he doesn't suffer from bad breaks, 
1 see him playing in the final,” offered 
"Tony Baranda of the WPC organizing 
committee. 

Jaded pool experts could only agree. 

Van Boening, a steady, unblinking 
pistolero like his namesake in the US 
cowboy annals, did figure in trying 
situations, going dry in two crucial 
breaks in the homestretch of the 
match that went hill-hill. 

More than his skills, it was his cre- 
ativity and inventiveness that saved. 
the day for Boening, a pool wonder 
worker with the knobby forehead 
and the knowing eyes of a math ge- 
nius. 

This early, there are touts about a 
possible title clash between Boening 
and defending WPC champion Ron- 
nie Alcano of the Philippines. 

That, you bet, would fill the Big 
Dome to the rafters the way crowds 
had spilled out of the Cubao Colise- 
um during the Thrilla in Manila in 
1975. 


2007 series as one that would go be- 
yond the usual. 

For one, statuesque Michaela Tabb is 
back, doubly alluring, as centerpiece 
referee, a modern-day Venus with her 
famous poise. 

Thecastisatitsstrongest, the format 
unforgiving. 

Based on their initial games, Efren 
“Bata” Reyes and Django Bustamente, 
perennial top RP title hopes, will have 
to surpass their current form to stay in 
contention until the homestretch. 

‘Well, just like with Strickland and, of 
‘course, the Prince of Brunei, Bata and 
Django may not need the money. 

So who badly needs cash? 

‘The tournament itself, of course. 

With its magnitude, the World Pool 
Championship is the closest the Philip- 
pines could come closest to hosting an 
Olympics. 

But why is the WPC not getting 
‘enough support in the form of com- 
mercials? 

“Not even one of the two cellphone 
giants have offered to help,” noted 
Baranda who assured théie have been 
many pledges of support, 

“Maybe they have spent everything 
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A while the Warriors head Group B, 

“which also includes FEU, STI and MLQU. 
San Beda is in Group C along with 

UST, Mapua and Sacred Heart College. 

Group D is made up of Ateneo, Jose 
Rizal, WNC and Lyceum. 

The champion of the knockout-for- 
mat event, which will run until Nov. 28, 
wins P500,000 worth of sports scholar- 
ships. The next three finishers will get 
P200,000, P100,000 and P50,000. 

Smart has also put up special prizes 
for the Most Valuable Player (ММ 
Pangilinan Cup awardee), Mythical 
teams, best defensive team, coach of the 
series and the best performing referee. 


E SPoRTSwATCH 
RP Int'l Darts Open slated 


PREPARATIONS SHIFT INTO HIGH GEAR 
for the holding of the Philippine Interna- 
tional Darts Open (Pido) 2007 and the DCP 
Chairman's Cup from Nov. 16 to 18 at the. 
Events Center of SM City Manila. 

The Pido caps the year's major events of. 
the Darts Council of the Philippines while 
the DCP Chairman's Cup is held in honor of 
Sen. Aquilino "Nene" Pimentel Jr. А 

Titles will be disputed in the classified 
draw doubles, Open draw doubles and the 
Open singles for men and women. 

"The Pido singles event will give local 
darters a chance to land in the World Darts 
Federation rankings,” said lawyer Andrew 
Arrieta, DCP president. 

For inquiries, call 0917-8451228, 0917- 
8161001 or 092-77031435. 


Execs chess 7th leg Saturday 
THE 7TH LEG OF THE NCFP EXECUTIVES. 
and Professionals Chess Challenge comes 
off the wraps on Saturday at the Green-g, 
house Grill on Matalino Street, Quezon City. 
The event is sponsored by Cebu sports- 
man and former Philippine Chess Federa- 
tion president Matias "Bombi" Aznar. 
Winners of the previous legs were NM. 
Sammy Estimo (twice), NM Ed Agagon, 
FM Efren Bagamasbad, insurance execu- 
tive Ray Marras and Dr. Jenny Mayor. 
NCFP chair and Quezon City Rep. Matias. 
Defensor, GM Eugene Torre and IM Rudy 
Tan Cardoso are gracing the event. 
For inquiries, call Torre at 0922- 
8822870, Dr. Mayor (0919-4782209), or 
lawyer Sammy Estimo (0915-9360354). 


‘Bakbakan’ Round 2 today 
THE SECOND ROUND OF ELIMINATIONS 
in the NFGB National Bakbakan 10-stag 
derby starts today at the Makati Coliseum. 
Last Monday's opening round produced 
five qualifiers with perfect three wins each: 
Cyrus Hao and Gengen Arayata (Super 
Clyde and Үсе І), Ric de Guzman (LR Bi- 
mangonan), Ariel and Fred Petrasanta (АР 
Calauan Aces), John Capinpin (JCAP 88) 
and Junjun Salazar (Pac Achievers Jade). 
Round three sizzles tomorrow. The. 
"Bakbakan" executive committee has lined 
up more elimination rounds in other 
venues like the Pasig Garden on Nov. 9. 


UGBA elims on at San Juan 
TOPNOTCH MATCHES FEATURING CHAM- 
pions from the provinces resume today at 
San Juan Coliseum via the UGBA Heritage 
Cup National 9-Stag Derby 2007 with Sagu- 
paan Complexor 3000 as main supporter. 
‘Seven participants posted three wins 
each at the start of the Metro Manila elimi- 
nations last Monday: Boy Gamilla, Bobby 
Doromal, Edwin Ramos and Ruel Ricafort, 
Rep. Conrad Estrella , Louie Zerrudo, Jim- 
my Zapanta and the Caridad Eagle entry. 
United Gamecock Breeders Association 
president Rene Diaz said the eliminations 
‘on Nov. 10, 17, 24 and 26 at SJC are open 


to other breeders, 
ЖЫЛА 


BY TOP CHOICE 


(оли) 
icy (8), Great Emma (7), Regal Boom (2), 
renes Fantasy (2) 
Race 3—(OrVTi Mountain Cat (1) War Love (8) 
Hes So Nasty (5) Storm Breaker (2) 

Race 4—{Penta/OrVTi}—Naty Grity (7). Shit (0), 
‘Stream Time (6) Bold Water (5), Selectee (1) 
Race 5--(Super BIOr/T) Js Magic (9) Gallant 

Warrior (1), Sweat Talk (5), Beu Yeux (11) Victo- 
ту Ranger (2), Golden Lass/Golden Fantasy (7) 
Race 6— Pentalür/Iri-Mia's Pride (1), Frehouse 
(2) Heart of the Wind (7), Mandalay Bay (6), Am: 
bot Sa imo (8) 
Race 7— Penta(OrVIr Mr. Ge (5) Kalgatan (0), 
"Blk (10), Made Lin (9), Pabllc Epress (7) 


Race 1} —Ele- 
venian Queen 
(B). Buboysk 

(2 Rock at 


[ 
Race 
Real 


Strickland had a tussle with the, 


Boening and Taipei's Yang Mau-wau, 


In short, there's no need to hype the 


on Pacquiao,” he said. 


Race 8— (Super G/0rV Tn Red Diamond (1), Super. 
Duper (13), Blue ShektvGontaion Story (2), Gi 


By Jong Arcano 


“TAGAYTAY HIGHLANDS CAME OUT SPEWING 
fire in its WGAP Cup campaign, sweeping its first- 
round matches on Monday at the Player course of 
the Orchard Golf and Country Club. 

Maripaz Domingo and Rosalie Heo pulled off a. 
comprehensive 8-and-7 win over an Alabang pair 
that capped the big show of the Highlands ladies, 

Тһе tandems of Dionne Cu-Mely Leyeza, Bern 


Wong-Jessalyn Tan and Hannah See-Veronica 
Veloso also won their matches for Highlands. 

The Highlanders grabbed the lead with four 
points in a three-weekend series featuring the top 
five teams in the recent WGAP Circuit. 

"The best-ball format was used in the first round 
for Class B and Class C players. The complete re- 
sults of the series are available at pilipinasgolfcom, 
the joint website of Inquirer Golf and Golf Digest. 
Philippines. 


Sta. Elena, which edged Tagaytay for the WGAP. 
Circuit overall plum recently, banked on wins by 
Bea BaluyutYmir Oliquino and Tami Leung-Renee 
Francisco and a draw forged by Marilen Bantug- 
Surli Walker to stay within striking distance with 
2.5 points. 

Valley earned two wins, Alabang won one and 
drew another while Southwoods suffered the i 
nominy of losing all is first four outings. 

The next leg of the series, patterned after the Ry- 


n) King Айып (5), Өлсем Conqueror (12) 


Tagaytay Highlands ladies sweep 4 matches, lead WGAP Cup 


der Cup, on Nov. 13 at The Country Club features 
Class A and Class B players using the aggregate for- 
‘mat of scoring. The final leg at Ayala Greenfields on 
Nov. 20 will have the Class A and Class C lady par- 
busters playing alternate shots. 

Thoresuls: 

Abang "Waley 3, Наме, Abang 2 d, Southwoods 4, 2-ш; 
Hohiands 3 d. Alabang 3 8 and 7; Sta. Bena 1 d, Alabang 4, and 1: 
Higtands 4 d: Sa. Elera 2, 3 and t; Sia Blera 3 d Souihwoods 3, § 
and 4; Sta Elena 4/Valley 4 Halved; Highlands 1 d. Valley 2, 4 and 3; 
Highlands 2 Southuoods 3 and 2, Valey 14. Southwoods 2, “ар 
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| DEFENDING CHAMPION 

| Denise Dy and second seed 
Bambi Zoleta led the fa- 
vorites march Tuesday in the 
ladies singles of the 
P400,000 Philippine Colum- 

| bian Association Open Tennis 
Championships at the club’s 
indoor shell courts. 

The 18-year-old Dy, a Fil-Am 

| who won the bronze medal in 
the 2005 Manila SEAG, bested 
| Му de Castro, 64, 62; while 
Zoleta hacked out a 6-0, 6-3 
| "victory over Julie Em Botor. 

Dy will next face Nikki de 
Dios, a 6-0, 6-4 winner over 
Carla Ferrer, while Zoleta will 
tackle Allysa Labay, who routed 
Hiromi Shimoda, 6-3, 6-2. 


Also gaining the second 
round were third-seeded Czari- 
na Arevalo, No. 4 Ara 
Micayabas and Michelle Pang. 

Arevalo, champion in 2002, 
2003 and 2005, won by default 
over Nikki Manalo, to advance 
against Shirley Valler, who 
scored a 3-6, 6-2, 6-1 victory 
over Jasmine Tan Ho. 

Micayabas downed Shemy 
Rose Ong, 7-6 (5), 6-2, while 
Pang zapped Kitkat Zobel, 6-0, 
62. 


‘ther resis: Aleen Rogan d. Stef Di- 
zon, 63, 61; Trudygne Amoranto 4. 
Мото Yamada, 6-1, 63; Bien 2062 d 
Katsumi Fukushima. 6-0, 6-0, Cristina San- 
tos d. Anna Soriano, 6-2. 6-2: Reggie Santi- 
ago d. Jennylyn Magpayo 6-0, 6-1; Enah 
Baba d. Stanine Olivarez, 62, 2-6, 64: 
Alysa Galejo d. Nivea Bezich by defaut 
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“Dy, Zulueta lead Beach tossers sure of medal 
favorites’ march — 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


THEY'VE PITTED THEIR SKILLS AGAINST 
the world’s best with some success. 

Filipino beach volleyball bets Hei 
and Diane Pascua now believe they are ready 
to do battle in next month's Southeast Asian 
Games in Thailand. 

And the Fil-Am belles fresh from cred- 
itable stints in the World Tour—swore they've 
got what it takes to win the gold medal. 

The United States-based tandem were 
guests in yesterday's PSA Forum, where they 
discussed their chances of finally toppling the 
defending champion Thais in the Dec. 6-16 
SEAG. 

“We are ranked higher than the Thai pair 
now because they haven't competed much in 
the World Tour," said Pascua. “But for sure, we 
will win a medal in the SEA Games. Our level 
of play is much higher now? 

The RP pair competed in 14 legs of the 
World Tour with eight of their best stints 


, 
/ 


s. 
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Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 


1 
p 
READY FOR GOLD! Pascua (left) and ilustre. 


counting towards the provisional Olympic 
rankings. 

They have already amassed 794 points and 
about $20,000 in prize money. Of the 14 legs 
they vied in, the pair made it to the main draw 
six times. They will compete in eight more 


| Pata 


legs of the 2008 Tour in hopes of amassing 
enough points to qualify for the Olympics. 

Ilustre and Pascua are now convinced that 
their World Tour stints have equipped them. 
with skills to wrest the SEAG crown. 

“We're better prepared this time than in 
2005,” said Pascua. “We've seen the Th 
And we have a better game plan now. IF we do 
alltheright things, we can beat them.” 

The 2005 SEAG was the pairs first beach 
volley tournament together. They ended up 
winning the bronze, finishing behind two 
Thai pairs. 

The llustre-Pascua combine now ranks No. 
41 in the world. But since several countries 
have more than two pairs in the provisional 
Olympic list, the Philippines ranks in 30th 
spot. Only the top 24 in the world can play in 
Beijing. 

After a Hong Kong Challenger event next 
week, Ilustre and Pascua will fly to the ЕАС 
before resuming their World Tour campaign 
in March. 


"Sos GcRQUs 
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Dodgers officially welcome Torre 


LOS ANGELES—PAYING TRIBUTE TO ONE 
of Major League Baseball's most successful 
franchises, Joe Torre was front and center 
for his introduction as the new manager of 
the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

His news conference on Monday was held 
in centerfield at Dodger Stadium to accom- 
modate the overload of media, a first ac- 
cording to team spokesman Josh Rawitch. 

Hall of Fame broadcaster Vin Scully began 
the news conference attended by team own- 
ers Frank and Jamie McCourt and general 
manager Ned Colletti. 

“Wow! This has been wild here. The last 
two weeks have been a whirlwind for my wife 
Ali and me,” Torre said. "You say goodbye to 


one prestigious organization and you say hello 
to another prestigious organization.” 

Torre walked onto the fog-shrouded field 
arm-in-arm with his wife Ali. They took seats 
ona stage with their backs to the multitiered 
seating section. 

Torre left the New York Yankees after 12 
seasons and four World Series titles. He fol- 
lows Casey Stengel in becoming the second 
person to manage both storied franchises 
Stengel led the Brooklyn Dodgers to losing 
records from 1934-36, moved over to the 
Boston Braves, then guided the Yankees to 
seven Series titles from 1949-60. 

The 67-year-old Torre replaced Grady Lit- 
tle, who quit last week, and takes over an 


underperforming team that hasn't won the 
Series since 1988. The Dodgers finished 
fourth in the National League West last sea 
son at 82-80. 

‘Torre, who grew up in Brooklyn cheering for 
the New York Giants, guided the Yankees to 
postseason appearances in all 12 of his 
seasons. He left when the Yankees of- 
fered him a $5 million, one-year con- 
tract with $3 million in performance 
bonuses that Torre termed “an insult.” 

He made $7.5 million this season, the last 
ofa $19.2 million, three-year agreement. 

Exactly two weeks after he left the Yankees, 
Torre agreed to a $13 million, three-year deal 
with the Dodgers. AP 
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The Power of Dreams 
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аа CENTER DeSagana Diop and the Dallas Mavericks reject Yao Ming 
and the Houston Rockets’ bid to stretch their winning run. 


” 


avericks 
ground 
Rockets 


DALLAS—THE DALLAS MAVERICKS BATTLED 
past the previously unbeaten Houston Rock- 
ets, 107-98, in Monday's only scheduled NBA 
game, Jason Terry coming off the bench to in- 
spire the victory with 31 points. 

The guard scored 16 of the pointertostart the final frame be- 
Mavericks's final 37 points as Dal- fore Houston rallied to regain the 
las ground out the victory missing lead, going 88-86 up on a pair of 
an injured Devin Harris and with Tracy McGrady free throws ‘with a 
Dirk Nowitzki and Josh Howard little over six minutes remaining. 
both in foul trouble. Howard then scored five 

“Obviously without those guys, straight points to give Dallas a 91- 
Thave to be more aggressive and 88 lead and the Mavericks stayed 
assertive with taking ahead for good. 
my shots and looking Howard finished 
for openings,” Tery, with 21 points and 
who was 11-017 Nowitzki had 19, but 
from the floor, told was only 7-0f20 
reporters, from the fied. 

"We were getting Jerry Stackhouse 
tumovers, getting stops, and that added 16 points and DeSagana 
allowed me to get out on the Diop contributed 10 points, 13 re- 
break and create some early of- bounds and four blocked shots for 
fense,” he added. the Mavericks (3-1). 

Houston (3-1) led 75-70 late in Тһе Rockets got 35 points from 
the third quarter before Тепу McGrady and 21 points and 11 
‘went on a run of 10 consecutive. rebounds from Yao Ming. 
point “McGrady and Yao are tough,” 

His three-pointer followed by Mavericks coach Avery Johnson 
twojumpersinthe closing minute said. “There's no real trick defens- 
gave Dallasa 77-75 lead going in- ез. You just got to work as hard as 
tothe fourth quarter. you can and hope they miss some 

‘Terry then hit another three- shots.” Reuters 


Valdez blows bid 
in World Cup 


ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA— 
The Philippines’ bid for an- 
other Bowling World Cup ti- 
tle ended Monday when for- 
mer Asian champion Paulo 


Promo vuns until December 31, 2007 only! 
Valdez fell by the wayside af- 


Owning a Honda has never been this easy with these irresistible installment plans! ter 12 games at the Kontinent. 


7 Bowling Centre here. 

Valdez finished with a total 
042433 pinfalls, including his 
first six-game tally of 1281, 
for a 202.75 average and 
landed in 35th place. 

Only the top 24 bowlers, 
based on their 12-game se- 
ries, remain in contention in 
the 43rd QubicaAMF Bowl- 
ing World Cup. 

Liza del Rosario, failed to 


Honda continuously strives to contribute to the preservation of our natural resources by creating vehicles that are not 
only fun and exciting but environment-friendly as well. In fact, all the Honda automobiles sold in the Philippines meet 
the EURO 4 standards, minimizing the emission of harmful exhaust gases. 


This Christmas, Honda gives back to nature and lets you discover the beauty of the environment 
and explore some of the Philippines’ natural reserves. 


Win a 3 days and 2 nights holiday vacation for 2 


in these paradise resorts! 
5 GAMES TODAY 
(Solar Sports) 
2302m--LA Clippers 
vs. Chicago 
(eplayat9p.m) 


25 ъа 
тәне" monthly winners for a trip to 
Dos Palmas Resort, Palawan 


mara ——— À 
monthly у 
Panglao Island Nes for. 


advance after the first six- 
Nature Reso, 


game block of the ladies’ 
competition when she man- 
aged to score only 1119 and 
limped out in 38th spot. 

The top qualities: 

Laties-Tina Husch, Germany, 
2565: Нап Johnsson, Sweden, 2561; 
Rebecca Veloz, Mexico, 2561; Lynda 
Barmes, USA, 2537; Ghislaine van del To, 
Netherlands, 2534; Melody Yeung. HK, 
2528 and Sharon Kh, Malaysia, 2516 

Mer--idemaro Rul, Venezuela, 
2686; Glenn-Morten Pedersen, Norway, 
2850: Andres Gomez, Colombia, 2648; 
Peter Lung, Sweden, 2621; Paulo 
Lopes, Portugal, 2591; Yahav Rabin, Is- 
тав, 2598; Thomas Gross, Austria, 2580 
and Remy Ong, Singapore, 2570. 


57504 
116,550 
132.600 
93.750 
99.750 
97,500 
183,000 


Civic 1.8 V MT. 
Civic 1.8 SAT 
City 135 MT 
City 7-3 S CVT 
Jazz 1.3 S MT 
CR-V 20 2WD МТ 


777,000 
884.000 
625.000 
665,000 
650,006 

1.220.000 


15.243 
17,342 
12.148 
12,932 
12.525 
23.933 


442,000 
312.500 
332.500 
325,000 
610,000. 


Draw dates: November 16, 2007; December 14, 2007 January 18, 2008 


“AN plans aro subject о bank approval (BPI Family Songs Bank and RCBC Savings Bank) Pas DTENCR Pera No 5222 Sedes ol 207 
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DO BUSINESS 
WITH MILLIONS OF 
MOBILE PHONE USERS. 


Earn in B seconds 
with your sqm. space. 


October inflation stays at benign 2.7? 


Strong peso, ample rice supply temper price increase 


INDICA 


CURRENCIES 


HORS 
ORS 


NOVEMBER 


OCTOBER 


PESO-DOLLARRATE 


_AsofS pm. Nov 6, 2007. 


STOCK MARKET 
Shares end flat on oil, subprime woes 


‘SHARES ENDED LITTLE CHANGED 
yesterday as concerns over the US OCTOBER 
‘subprime crisis and rising oll prices see ——— 


PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 


_ NOVEMBER 


offset buying in companies likelyto 7, 


report strong quarterly earnings. |: 
The Philippine Stock Exchange”! 


AN 


Index dropped 1.18 points, or an. ET 

0.03 percent, to 3,773.63. Itrose aa! 

0.4 percent Monday. Tre a 9 Dt 
“We can characterize (yester- (See stock market report on Page 86) 


day's) session as a tug-of-war between bargain hunters and profit- 
takers,” said Astro del Castillo, managing director of First Grade 


Holdings. 


“it seems the market will continue to consolidate given a lack of 


strong market-moving news and worries oversea: 


е said. 


Top traded Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. gained 1.9 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


THE INCREASE IN CONSUMER PRICES WAS 
kept at an average 2.7 percent in October as the 
stronger-than-expected peso and abundant sup- 
ply of rice helped temper inflationary pressures, 


authorities said. 

‘The inflation rate for October 
was the same as that of the pre- 
vious month, and brought the 
10-month average to 2.6 per- 
cent, still more benign than the 
official target of between 4 and 
5 percent. The latest inflation 


last year. 


Editor Raul O. Marcelo e Assistant Editor Corrie 5. Narisma 
Textus your feedback inquirer biz name/age/cty/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


rate was also lower than the 5.4 
percent recorded in October 


Core inflation, 
cludes volatile prices of selected 
food and energy items, stood at 
2.4 percent in October, slowing 


‘Website: wwrw.inquirer.netbusiness 


Em 


businessQinquirercom.ph 


down from the 2.7 percent 
recorded in September. Average 
core inflation for January to Oc- 
tober stood at 2.8 percent. 
"Price pressures from major 
food, non-food and fuel items 
were broadly mitigated by the 
peso appreciation. Lower rice 
prices also cushioned inflation 
with the onset of the harvest 
season and import arrivals,” 
BSP Governor Amando Tetang- 


which ex- coJr.told reporters. 


BSP moves to help exporters 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS HAS 
lined up new measures to help exporters 
cope with the adverse impact of a strong pe- 
so, including initiatives to boost access to 
bank loans. 

“There are moves to establish lending 
programs that develop banks’ tie-ups with 
industrial associations such as Philexport 


Get a chance to 


when you buy an 


win an INNOVA 


cope with appreciating peso 


(Philippine Confederation of Exporters) 
and the Foreign Buyers Association of the 
Philippines to facilitate identification of 
good borrowers eligible for easier credit ac- 
cess,” BSP Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. 
said. 

By reducing the cost of borrowing, the 
BSP believes that exporters, including 
small and medium enterprises, could boost 

BSP MOVES/B4 
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He added that some produc- 
ers chose to maintain prices to 
protect their market share. 
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The National Statistics Office 
yesterday reported that most 
Commodity groups kept the 
pace of increase they posted in 
September. 

The October inflation rates 
for various commodity groups 
were: 3.5 percent for food, bev- 
erage and tobacco; 1.2 percent 
for housing and repair; 1.9 per- 
cent for clothing; 1 percent for 
fuel, light and water; 3.5 pet- 
cent for services, and 1.4 per- 
cent for miscellaneous items. 

The NSO said inflation for 
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Five groups remain in race for PNOC-EDC stak 


By Abigail L. Ho 
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FROM 14 PREQUALIFIED ENTITIES, 
only five groups are now vying for the 
government's remaining 60-percent 
stake in PNOC Energy Development 
Corp. 

In a statement issued yesterday, 
Philippine National Oil Co. president 
and Privatization Committee chair 
Antonio Cailao said the five groups 
included ACR-AEI Holdings Inc., FDC 
Geo-Energy Holdings Inc., AP Renew- 
ables, Red Vulcan Holdings Corp. and 
Panasia Energy Holdings Inc. 

These groups were composed of en- 
tities from the original slate of 14 that 
the Privacom had initially prequali- 
fied. Those that made the initial cut 
were then given a chance to submit fi 
nal qualification documents, either as 


Marubeni, Sumitomo drop out 
of bidding: others form tie-ups 


individual bidders or as groups. 

ACR-AEI Holdings is a joint ven- 
ture between Alsons Consolidated 
"Resources and AEI Investments Inc.; 
FDC Geo-Energy, a partnership be- 
tween Filinvest Development Corp. 
and International Power Masinloc 
Holdings Inc.; Red Vulcan, a consor- 
tium composed of First Gen Corp., 
Spalmare Holdings BV and Prime Ter- 
racota Holdings Corp.; Panasia Ener- 
зу a partnership between San Miguel 
Energy Corp. and Beleggings- 
maatchappij Broem BV, and AP Re- 
newables, an Aboitiz Power Corp. 
company. 


“We have a very impressive final 
lineup. We really expected a realign- 
mentof forces among those whom we 
earlier prequalified," Cailao said. 

“We are very excited about these 
developments because the companies 
with the energy expertise have 
formed alliances with companies who 
not only have financial wherewithal 
but also have extensive experience in 
the energy industry. This potent com- 
bination means PNOC is dealing with 
the most competent groups,” he 
added. 

The five final prequalified entities 
have until 9 a.m. on Nov. 21 to submit 


their bids for a controlling stake in 
PNOC-EDC. The notice of award will 
be issued to the winning bidder by 
Nov. 22, with payment of 100 percent 
of the bid price to be remitted by Nov. 
30, the scheduled closing date of the 
transaction. 

“I cannot but again stress that 
PNOC is fully committed to 100-per- 
cent transparency in every stage of 
this bidding. Our PNOC Privatization 
Committee as well as the board of di- 
rectors are heavily involved through- 
out to ensure a level playing field and 
so that the national government will 
get the best deal out of this," Cailao 
said. 

Those that dropped out of the race 
priorto the final cutincluded One En- 
ergy Ltd., Marubeni Corp., Sumitomo 
Corp. and Basic Energy Corp. 


Г Gov't says nuclear power not a priority 
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THE OPTION TO VENTURE INTO 
nuclear power generation will serve 
as the government's last resort, in 
case no new additional capacity 
comes in before the 2010-2011 crit- 
ical period in Luzon. 

Energy Secretary Angelo Reyes 
said the Department of Energy 
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‘would exhaust all means possible to 
get the necessary new capacity to 
prevent a power shortfall in the 
next three to four years. 

Focus would be on indigenous 
and renewable power sources, al- 
though the nuclear power option 
would always remain open, he said. 

Right now, he said what was im- 
portant was to ensure that the 
country would gradually become 
less dependent on imported fuel 
sources such as coal and oil, consid- 
ering the volatility of the prices of 
these products in the world market. 

“My stand has been clear from 
the start. We want a balanced ener- 
gy mix because what we want is in- 
dependence and sustainability in 
energy. We want to accelerate that 
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In two whole days of marketing wisdom, learn how to: 
* Craft a service marketing plan. 

“# Learn the difference between service marketing & product marketing. f 

:* Organize & implement such an integrated service marketing plan. 
* Be accountable for the total service marketing program. 


Dr. Ned's Service Marketing Seminar gives you a powerful program that № 
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9% Advertsing and Customer Education 
10% Pushing Your Service Product via Sales Promotion 
11s Developing Your Total Service Program өгіз Marketing Mix 
12 Integration into Database Marketing 
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food alone rose to 
3.5 percent from 3.4 
percent. 

Tetangco said the 


at 26 to 3. 


2008 would 
tween 3 and 


cent. The 2008 in- 
flation forecast was 
within the official 


target of 3 to 
cent. 


price 


.BSP was expecting 
inflation for the en- 
tire year to average 


cent, while that for 


Tetangco Jr. said 

movements 
since August con- 
firmed the central 
bank's outlook of a 


eo 


because of the volatility of imported 
fuel sources like oil and coal, which 
is causing us a lot of problems,” he 
explained. 

“We have to shift to indigenous 
and renewable sources of energy. 
We will exhaust all possible means 
in that direction. But we will have 
to compute (the needed additional 
capacity) because, right now, if we 
don't have enough capacity, we will 
be experiencing shortages in three 
to four years,” he added. 

By next week, he said the DOE 
would be submitting to Mala- 
cafiang its recommendations on 
how much new capacity would be 
needed in the coming years and ex- 
actly what energy sources should be 
tapped to achieve a capacity level 
that would be enough to meet pro- 
jected demand. 

Nuclear power would continue to 
be one of the options to be consid- 
ered, he said, although the pros and. 
cons of tapping such an energy 
source would have to be consid- 
ered. 


said 
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year. 
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sustained benign in- 
flation. 

Economic man- 
agers were one in 
saying that the re- 
cent spike in world 
oil prices was not 
yet enough to cause 
a breaching of the 
official inflation tar- 
gets largely because 
of the strengthening 
ofthe peso. 

Victor Abola, an 
economist at the 
University of Asia 
and the Pacific, also 


1 per- 


be be- 
4 per- 


5 per- 


cent 


INVITATION 


oil prices. 
According to his 

estimates, inflation 

increases by 0.4 per- 


percent increase in 
the price of oil. Abo- 
la said that from 


“Nuclear has advantages and dis- 
advantages. The advantage is it is a 
very stable source of baseload pow- 
er, plus quality and quantity over a 
long period. The disadvantage is 
the presence of nuclear waste and 
the aversion of the people to nucle- 
ar energy This is something we 
have to look into, but we have to 
keep our options open," he said. 

Korean governmentrun Korea 
Electric Power Corp. is currently in 
"unofficial" talks with the Philippine 
government regarding the possible 
refiring of the mothballed 620- 
megawatt (MW) Bataan Nuclear 
Power Plant or the establishment of 
anew nuclear power facility. 

Kepco Asia business department 
director general Kyong-Goo Hur 
said in an earlier interview that the 
company had expressed interest to 
develop a nuclear power facility in 
the Philippines as early as several 
years ago. 

Talks with the Philippine govern- 
ment, however, were all “unofficial” 
atthis point, hesaid. Abigail L. Ho 


October inflation stays at benign 2.796 


that inflation. 
likely to re- 
benign next 
He sees infla- 
averaging at 
6 percent in 
, already tak- 
into account 
ест of higher 


January to October, 
the year-on-year in- 
crease in oil prices 
has not yet reached 
double-digit levels, 
although it was like- 
ly to settle at 10 per- 
cent by December. 

Abola said oil 
price increase could 
hit 10-15 percent 
next year This 
would translate to 
about 0.6-percent 
increase in con- 
sumer prices, he 
added. 
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The HOME GUARANTY CORPORATION (HGC) is offering for sale, in cash or installment, on “bulk 
sale” basis the “leasehold rights" of the property described as follows: 


Project Name 
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31 
32 
CCBC (Phils) 


Eloiso Marie Locop, . 


No. of units 
Floor area 
Selling Price 


‘Mindoro Loop (Eastgate Village) 


Binictican Heights, Subic Bay Freeport Zone, Olongapo City 


52 units 
163 sq. m. /unit 
P157,000,000.00 


1 Guidelines: 


The sale of the property shall be on an *AS-IS-WHEREHIS" basis. 
All bidders may offer to buy the property in cash or installment term. Only cash sales shall be 
entitled to discounts. 

j. Terms of Payment 


For CASH SALE, 

40% discount rate for spot cash payment 
For INSTALLMENT SALE 

20% minimum downpayment 


Balance payable in equal monthly installments over a maximum of ten (10) years at 


‘seven and a half (7.5%) interest per annum 


Activities 


Publication of Invitation to Bid 

Submission of Letters of Intent & Issuance of 
Eligibility Requirements 

Pre-bid Conference 

Deadline of Submission of Eligibility Requirements 
& Financial Proposals/Offers 


Bidding documents can be secured from the Asset Management Disposition Group located 
at the 4th Floor Jade Building, 335 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City upon payment of a 
non-refundable fee of P5,000.00. 


Date/Time 
November 7 & 8, 2007 
November 19-23, 2007 


November 27, 2007, 2:00 PM 
November 29, 2007, 2:00 PM 
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Marketing Research. 
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‘Management Disposition Group, 4th Floor Jade Building, 335 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati. 
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P All bidders are enjoined to inspect the property before submitting their bids. 

j ‘The award of the sale covering the property shall be based on the offer determined to be 

Й most advantageous to the Corporation. 
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Palace pushes bill to exempt BIR, BOC 
workers from salary standardization 


By Michelle V. Remo them additional benefits. The 
higher budget should also help 
PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- improve the BIR's capacity to col- 
royo will certify as urgent the bill lect taxes. 
exempting employees of the Bu- Тһе BIR has over 11,000 em- 
teau of Internal Revenue and ће ріоуеев, while the BOC has over 
Bureau of Customs from the 4,000. 
Salary Standardization law. If passed, the measure will ef- 
This was according to Rep. fectively remove the BIR and the 
Danilo Suarez of the third district BOC from the coverage of the 
of Quezon, who said the Presi- Salary Standardization law, or 
dent the other day had made a Republic Act No. 6758, which 
commitment to push for the im- imposes uniform salaries for em- 
mediate passage of the bill. ployees of the same rank in all 
Suarez, author of the bill, said government agencies. 
the legislative proposal was nec- Suarez said that, with the cur- 
essary to professionalize the BIR rent salaries at the BIR and the 
and the BOC and reduce the inci- ВОС, some employees tend to 
dence of corruption. take their work less seriously. 
Under House Bill No. 1701,a, “If they get decent salaries, 
percentage of the two agencies’ ` then employees of the BIR and 
annual revenue collection targets the BOC will be encouraged to 
‘will be allotted for their respec- improve their collection perfor- | * Be you need loans for working 
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Dec 10 TAXATION of REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS B 
For more details, call 681-0928 or 796-8019 Or simply text your 
fax no. or email address to CP# 0916-428-9174 or 0921-683-9431 
ог email: urbanet@pacific.net.ph or urbanet. ph@gmail.com'= 
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much higher than the 


PS billion set under 


the proposed nation- 
al budget for 2008. 
Suarez said the in- 
crease in the budget 
for the BIR and the 
BOG should be used 
to increase the 
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workers, and grant na 
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E group' s IMI, Zesto vying for Asean awards 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


TWO LOCAL FIRMS MADE IT 
to the list of 12 finalists vying 
for four prizes in the first Asean 
Business Awards (ABA), win- 
mers of which would be an- 
nounced during the Asean Busi- 
ness Investment Summit on 
Nov. 18. 

According to the Asean Busi- 
ness Advisory Council, which 
launched the ABA last April in 
commemoration of the associa- 
tion’s 40th founding anniver- 
sary, Integrated Microelectron- 
ics Inc. and Zesto Corp. were 
picked from among 63 nomi- 
nees. 

TO qualify, finalists needed to 
be incorporated within the re- 
gion and must have at least 40 
percent Asean equity; operating 


GSIS: Pitfalls 
of investing abroad 


"REACTING TO MY COLUMN OF = 


for at least буе years and in аг 
least two Asean countries; earn- 
ing atleast $20 million a year or 
owning fixed assets of at least 
$5 million or employing at least 
150 workers. 

IMI and Zesto are in the run- 
ning for the "Most Admired 
Asean Enterprises” award in 
“employment” and "innova- 
tion” categories, respectively. 

Two other cate- 
gories—growth and corporate 
social ^ responsibility—have 
three finalists each. 

IMI is contesting the award 
with Singapore's CapitaLand 
Ltd. and Vietnam's Asia Com- 
mercial Joint Stock Bank while 
Zesto's rivals are Singapore's 


Oct. 17, GSIS vice president Ella 

Valencerina wrote: "The $1-bil- QUESTIONS, ET 
tion Global Investment Program OF Policies: -* 
(GIP) the GSIS intends to pursue d 
with the assistance of global Honesto C. ЕЕ 
fund managers is intended to General >. 


further equip the 6515 with the 
wherewithal to meet the future 
claims and benefits of its mem- 
bers. 

"As presently constituted, 
the Philippine capital market 
is still too limited in terms of 
the number of investment in- 
struments available, the mag- 
nitude of funds that the do- 
mestic market can absorb, and 
the returns that can be ob- 
tained from local investments. 
Thus, there is a pressing need 
for the GSIS to seek opportuni- 
ties elsewhere. 

“The global fund managers 
vying for the $1-billion man- 
date involve some of the 
world’s finest and most re- 


dollar earned. But, it looks like 
this is unlikely to happen, as our 
overseas workers keep sending 
home more and more dollars to 
meet rising local consumer 
prices. 

To avoid the exchange risk, 
the GSIS may want to consider 
keeping their investments in pe- 
sos. 

The life insurance companies 
can guarantee earnings of 8 
percent plus one-half of any- 
thing earned in excess of 8 per- 
cent. The trust departments of 
the banks may even cut a better 
deal. 

Ar this point, it is well to look 
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Great Eastern Holdings Ltd. and 
Vietnam's Hoatho Textile-Gar- 
ment Joint Stock Co. 

The six other finalists are 
Malaysia's Nationgate Technol- 
ogy (M) Sbn Bhd, Singapore 
Telecommunications Ltd., and 
Vietnam's Saigon Paper Corp. 
for the growth category; and In- 
donesiz's PT Kalbe Farma ТВК, 
Malaysia's Johor Specialist Hos- 
pital Sbn Bhd, and Singapore's 
Banyan Tree Holdings Pte Led. 
forthe CSR category. 


ICTSI takes over Georgia's Batumi terminal 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


LISTED PORT OPERATOR INTERNATIONAL 
Container Terminal Services Inc. (ICTSD offi- 
cially took over operations at the Port of Ba- 
tumi in Georgia through subsidiary Batumi 
International Container Terminal LLC 
(ВІСТІ), the parent company said in a state- 
ment yesterday. 

The day also marked the servicing of 
BICTIs first ferry vessel, "MV Geroite Na 
Sevastopol,” which docked at Berth 6. 

The vessel contained seven import rail- 
wagons, 26 various types of cargo loaded 
trucks, two TEU containers and 27 passen- 
gers. 

The vessel loaded 12 trucks, three pas- 
senger cars and eight passengers. 

ICTSI Ltd's wholly owned sub- 
sidiary, ICTSI Georgia Corp., obtained 
the port concession from Batumi Port 
Holdings Ltd., which has the exclusive 
management rights over the state- 
owned shares in Batumi Sea Port Limit- 
ed (BSP). 

ICTSI Georgia Corp. formed BICTL to 


JY. (Joseph Yuvayaj) Pillay 
of Singapore, chair of the nine- 
member panel of judges, said in 
a statement the body was “en- 
couraged that this inaugural ef- 
for has 
widespread interest, and yield- 
edan interesting and diverse se- 
Jectionof candidates.” 

Sergio Luis-Ortiz Jr, presi- 
dentof the Philippine Exporters 
Confederation, represents the 
Philippines in the panel. 

“Some of the national busi- 


Firms in running for title of “most admired enterprises” 


ness 


cessful hereafter,” 


pore Exchange. 


stimulated quite 


operate the concession, and to be the ex- 
clusive operator in the Port of Batumi in 
Georgia. 

BSP granted a 48-year lease to BICTL to 
operate a total area of 13.6 hectares of the 
Port of Batumi, which includes Berth 4 & 
5 for the container terminal, Berth 6 for 
the ferry terminal and for dry bulk gener- 
al cargo. 

BICTL will pay an annual rent of $0.60 a 
square meter for the first 18 months, in- 
creasing to $5.50 a square meter there- 
after. 

BSP and BICTL have outlined their pre- 
liminary upgrade activities required to 
strengthen Berths 4 & 5 for the installa- 
tion quay cranes, and to refurbish the two 
portal cranes in Berth 6 as part of the in- 
vestment requirement for the Port of Ba- 
tumi. 

BICTL is also looking at the possibility of 
handling container vessels using mobile 
harbor cranes as well as roll on-roll off ves- 
sels. 

The Port of Batumi is considered one of 
the main transportation trade points in the. 


federations diligently 
sought out eminent companies 
(to nominate, but) others may 
be expected to be equally suc- 
said Pillay, 
who is also chair of the Singa- 


He explained that in setting 
the judging criteria, the panel 
looked at the rise in revenue 
and in profit, as well as certain 
qualitative measures to assess 
whether the growth could be 
sustained, especially in the 
growth award categories. 

As for the employment cate- 
gory, Pillay said it was not just 
numbers that were considered. 

“We looked at their human 
resource practices as well, so it 
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was equally qualitative,” he 
added. 
For innovation, the judging 
panel looked at expenditure on 
research and development, but 
not just in absolute terms. 
“twas set relative to revenue 
and in the context of the indus- 
try because in some industries, 
RAD is the lifeblood of the com- 
pany, while in other industries, 
R&D per se may not be all that 
important,” he explained. 
Low Sin Leng, chair of the 
ABA committee, said the 
awards sought to showcase the 
promising and most outstand- 
ing Asean companies. 
"We want to encourage these 
Asean businesses to do more in- 
tra-business and trade, to help 
further integrate our Asean 
economies,” she said. 


Black Sea. 
Headquartered in the Philippines, ICT- 
SI is positioning itself as one the world's 
leading players in international container 
terminal operations. 
Its flagship port is in Manila's south har- 
bor and it also operates ports in Japan, In- 
donesia, Poland, Brazil, Syria, Madagascar. 
and China. 
Foreign operations accounted for 60 
percent of the port operator's P1.8-billion 
net income for 2006, compared with 34 
percent of the P1.34-billion profit in 
2005. 
Just last March, ICTSI won a 20-year port 
contract in Ecuador from the Guayaquil 
Port Authority. 

"The Guayaquil port handles container- 
ized, general and bulk cargo and is on the 
west coast of the South American conti- 
nent. 

ICTSI chair and president Enrique Razon 
Jr. earlier said ICTSI would venture further 
into Latin America and then India as part of 
its aggressive international expansion pro- 
gram. 


Greenpeace warns public 
on dangers of GMO rice 


into the basic reasons why the 
GSIS exists in the first place. By 
law, every government employ- 
ee (except the police and the 
military) is a member of the 


Oil drilling in Visayas 
to start this month 


spected investment compa- 
nies. They are the recognized 
experts in their fields. It is only 
fitting that investments of this 


magnitude will be handled by GSIS. He pays 9 percent of his By Amy R. Remo Despite the closure, Green- | By AbigailL.Ho The Department of Energy 
someone who knows the ins salary (compulsorily, mind you) peace said that the Uncle Sam awarded SC 46 to Japex in 
and outs of the business, espe- into the system. ENVIRONMENT GROUPGREEN- Texas long grain rice being sold | JAPAN PETROLEUM EXPLO- February 2005. 

cially in the international аге. Тһе government employer peace yesterday wamed the pub- іп Philippine supermarkets was | ration Co. Lid. Japex), opera- Тһе firm committed to in- 
ma. However the GSIS is not pays (also compulsorily) a lic of an impending "economic reportedly contaminated by | torof Service Contract 46, will vest around $12.7 million 
handing the reins to them counterpart of 12 percent of and ecological disaster” if geneti- this “illegal, unauthorized and | drill this month the first ex- over its seven-year explo- 
completely. The GSIS has seta salary, or 57 percent of contri- cally modified rice becomes avail- unapproved GMO rice variety” | ploratory well within its con- ration program, 

requirement of an annual 8- butions. Because of this, every able commercially Greenpeace said this discov- | tract area covering the Tañon Since the area was de- 


percent floor on return on in- 
vestments (net of fees) and а 
‘ceiling of 7 percent on the 
portfolio volatility for the 
global fund managers that will 
be awarded the mandate." 


taxpayer has a stake at the 
GSIS. Perhaps, we taxpayers 
should assume a more militant 
attitude on how the GSIS is 
managed. 

The funds collected, a whop- 


In a statement, Greenpeace 
said that economic costs associ- 
ated with the contamination of 
US rice stocks sold in the global 
market are “staggering, with 
losses expected to exceed 51.2 


ery had prompted the National 
Food Authority to demand 
GMO-free certification from US 
rice traders and halt US imports 
worth $20 million. 

“Filipinos have been exposed 


Strait in Central Visayas. 
Energy Secretary Angelo 
Reyes said that Japex, with 
partner Kuwait Foreign 
Petroleum Exploration Co. 
(Kufpec), will drill the ex- 


dared a protected seascape, 
the contract operator had to 
secure an environmental 
compliance certificate, to en- 
sure that the petroleum ex- 
ploration project would pose 


Well and good. But Valenceri- ping 21 percent of salary, less 12 billion.” to the inherent risks of this ge- | ploratory well to determine no harm to the marine 
na does not explain how the percent for administration and According to Greenpeace, the netically altered rice without | the quality of the oil and gas ecosystem in the area. 

GSIS and the eventual fund operations, plus the earnings, contamination reportedly knowing it,” said Greenpeace | depositsinthearea. The ECC was granted only 
manager will guard against the аге held by GSIS in trust—let "arose from experimental field Southeast Asia Genetic Engi- | To ensure smooth sailing for in March 2007. 


exchange risk inherent in any me repeat that, in trust—for trials of LL6O] in the US which neering campaigner for Philip- | the contract operator, a public Japex. had already con- 


dollar denominated invest- and in behalf of the members, ended in 2001.” pines Daniel Ocampo. forum will be held today to ducted initial surveys over 
ment. Every time the peso almost half of whom are mini- Bayer's LL601 is rice geneti- He added that aside from in- discusstheconcemsofvarious the exploration block, but a 
Strengthens and/or the dollar mum wage earners, the poorest cally altered to survive the pow- herent risks to human health | sectors with regard to the pro- location site survey still had 
weakens, the equation changes. of our employed poor. erful herbicide glufosinate. and the environment, “GMO | ject, dubbed as the Ірі-ірі ex- to be done in July, which then 

For example, if the GIP isin- By law again, the funds, plus | However, traces of the Bayer crops could also ruin the agri- | ploratory drilling project. paved the way for concrete 


stalled at the time when the ex- 
change rate is P44 to $1, and, 
when the 8 percent earning 
comes in, the exchange rate is 


the earnings, are guaranteed to 
be returned eventually to the 
employees in the form of death, 
disability and pension benefits. 


11601 were discovered in US 
rice supplies last year, the group 
said. 

At least 30 countries were af- 


culture exports and economy of 
a country like the US." 

“Asia should focus on other 
means of developing rice vari- 


Issues to be discussed i 
clude those involving the 10- 
cal government officials, fish- 
er folk and other stakehold- 


plans to start actual drilling 
activities. 

If oil and gas reserves in 
thearea would be proven to 


P43 to $1, the poor government Аз a result, the managers at fected by this contamination eties,” Ocampo said. ers in the contract area. be of commercial value af- 
employee loses P1 foreverydol- the GSIS have the awesome re. while many closed their mar- Greenpeace had filed a peti- | Assistance will likewise ter the seven-year explo. | 
lar earned. sponsibility of taking good care kets to US rice, including major tion earlier this year against the | be given to fisher folk from ration period, Japex and | 
Of course, if instead, the ex- of the funds. They should not importers such as the European use of Bayer’s GMO Liberty Link | the municipalities of Pina- Kufpec, which hold а 35- 
change rate is P45 to $1, the fool around with the money Union and the Philippines, Rice 62 for food, animal feed | mungajan and Aloguinsan, percent stake in the service 
employee gains Pl for every Thatistheir mandate. Greenpeace added. and processing. as part of the service con- contract, would be given 


tract operators efforts to 
give something back to the 
community. 


another 25 years to bring 
the area into commercial 
production. 


BSP moves to help exporters cope with appreciating peso 


From page BI 


NOE d 2} 
а decline in their price competi- 
tiveness as well as in huge losses 


for supply contracts previously 


months of the year. 
But Tetangco stressed that 
the export sectors long-term 


“Moreover, market intelli- 
gence and promotion activities 
and negotiations for market ac- 


their long-term performance. 


Тһе BSP also supports the quoted using a stronger foreign performance would not be de- cess could be further intensified November 6, 2007 mr" Dollar Peso 
proposed Credit Information exchange equivalent. termined by price competitive- so that Philippine firms could Country _ Equivalent — Equivalent — Equivalent 
System Act filed in Congress, “Тһе BSP has undertaken ness alone. He said refor capture greater market share,” United States 01691275 1.000000 43.7490 
another measure seen to reduce measures to temper the appre- aimed at increasing produ. he said. 0006040 04088 03829 
the cost of money. ciation pressure and maintain tywereimportantinraisingand ` Finally Tetangco said initia- —— M Peer CENT Ern] 
“Establishing a central credit overall stability in the foreign sustaining overall competitive- tives on foreign exchange liber- 828 0128785 Wish 
information bureau is expected exchange market, Tetangco as ness. alization would also help the EI НШІ AMEN 
to directly address the lack of sured. “In this regard, the efforts to export sector by reducing trans- нге 
adequate and reliable credit in- “These include the continued develop the export sector could action costs. ve ТЫН сонне 06 
formation in the country" build-up in international ге- focus on improving key areas Тһе ongoing liberalization of c Fa 2:40. 1181721 
Tetangco said. serves of the BSP and the pre- such as power and transporta- restrictions on capital and cur- “Bal 1.184829 7 0267373 ; . 11.6973 
The peso, which recently payment of some ofits external tion infrastructure, new tech. rent account outflows is also Dolar 04751287” 0647332”. 800701 
broke into (һе 43:51 territory obligations," he said. nologies and manpower skills" seen to ease appreciation pres- Rupiah 0075 0.000109 7 
and expected to appreciate fur- Тһе BSP is looking for more Tetangco said. sures on the peso. т 00316 7 
ther toward the end of the year, foreign debts to settle ahead of 02723087 


tradingatitsstrongestlevel in maturity and encouraging other 


Shares end flat .... 


neal ea 0. 1446600 

seven years. The local currency public and private sector bor- T 0001302 

has gained 12 percent since the rowers to do the same. It has percent to P3,030 after it percent to P15.50 after falling 0134136 

start of the year making it the likewise continued to increase raised its profit guidance for іп past sessions on worries the 0396111 

second best performer among its foreign reserves by buying 2007. (See story on Page company would be sued for 201760: " E 

Asiangurrenciessofarthisyear “dollars from the Philippine B7.) negligence over the deadly 020656 18071 
The appreciation of the local Dealing System to stem the pe- Conglomerate Ayala Corp. blast at its Glorietta shopping 352998 E 


currency hurts exporters not on- 
ly by reducing the peso equiva- 
lent of their dollar earings. A 
rapid appreciation also results in 


so's appreciation. Its heavy dol- 
lar purchases has resulted in 
foreign exchange losses of near- 
ly P50 billion in the first seven 


lost 2.3 percent to P630. SM In- 
vestments Corp. slipped 2.6 
percent to P377.50. ers 83 to 32, while 51 stocks 

Ayala Land Inc. surged 3.3 were unchanged. AP 


mall last month. 
Decliners outnumbered gain- 


6.8209 
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WITH A COMBINED ACTUAL AND PRO- 
jected income of P17 billion from its vari- 
‘ous condominium projects, Vista Land & 
Lifescapes Inc. makes waves in the mar- 
ket for vertical developments. 

Tn a statement, the company said pro- 
ceeds from sold-out units of Viera, Grand 
Quartier I, Mosaic at Greenbelt, Trevi 
Tower I and Trevi Tower II has so far 
reached P3.5 billion. The company is also 
expecting to generate another P4.9 bil- 
lion in sales from Grand Quartier Il, 
Avant at The Fort, KL Mosaic, Marfori 
Tower II and Trevi Tower Ш. 

The Pacific Residences and Presidio, 
which are low to mid-rise condominiums 
in inner city locations, are estimated to 
make P7.5 billion. And the soon to be 
opened Gallery Salcedo is projected to 
deliver P941 million. 

Vista Land is recognized for its 
themed, masterplanned communities 
that offer quality housing that spans the 
full range of all market segments. The 
company has also successfully penetrat- 
ed the market for vertical developments 
and has risen to become a trusted name 
in this field. 

“It comes as a surprise to many people 
when they find out that we are not a 
new player when it comes to vertical de- 
velopments. Our various sub- 
sidiaries—specifically Brittany Corp., 
Crown Asia and Camella—have all been 
into vertical developments in the past 
two years. We have launched 10 condo- 


Vista Land sees P17B in sales 
from vertical developments 


minium developments since late 2005," 
said Vista Land president and CEO Jing 
Serrano. 

Marking Vista Land's successful entry 
into this field are five sold-out condo- 
minium developments: The 18-story 
Viera--the first tower of Marfori at Lake- 
front City Central in Sucat: the 7-story 
Grand Quartier at Crosswinds in Tagay- 
tay: the 32-story designer condominium 
Mosaic at Greenbelt 4; and Trevi Tower I 
(27 stories) and II (37 stories) along Pa- 
song Tamo. 

The 22-story Marfori Tower II, the 38- 
story Avant at The Fort, the 25-story Tre- 
vi Tower III and the Grand Quartier Il are 
now considered substantially sold-out. 

Last October, Brittany Corp. launched. 
its second Greenbelt condominium prop- 
erty. Named the KL Mosaic—in partner- 
ship with the Kalaw-Ledesma family—it 
was a response to the overwhelming re- 
ception of the first Mosaic property 
which sold 70 percent of its units on the 
first month alone. Vista Land had infused 
PS billion in investments into Mosaic and 
other Brittany Corp. developments in 
Makati 

Vista Land is also active in low and 
mid-rise condominium developments in 
inner cities like Pacific Residences in 
Taguig and the 15-building condo com- 
munity, Presidio, at Lakefront in Sucat. 
Within the month, Crown Asia will 
launch The Gallery Salcedo—its first 
high-rise offering. 


Security Bank income up 3696 


SECURITY BANK CORP POSTED A 36-PER- 
cent growth in net income in the first nine 
months of the year to P1.83 billion from 
P1.35 billion in the same period last year. 

Its loan portfolio registered a 26-percent 
increase to P42.3 billion, which helped pro- 
pel SBC's year-to-date net interest income 
to P3.4 billion, which was 25 percent high- 
erthan year-ago level. 

SBC president and chief executive officer 
Alberto S. Villarosa said: "We have directed 
considerable focus and energy in shifting 
our business toward steadily building qual- 
ity loan assets with an enhanced yield pro- 
file and leveraging on customer relation- 
ships cultivated over the last few years to 
further improve the other income compo- 


nent of our business as we anticipated a 
more challenging environment for generat- 
ing trading gains.” 

SBC's other income rose 15 percent to 
P2.1 billion by the end of the third quarter. 

Carlos M. Borromeo, SBC chief financial 
officer, said the bank was able to post a 51- 
percent growth in service charges to P648 
million. 

The bank, he said, also posted a 69-per- 
cent growth in miscellaneous income to 
P450 million with the reduction in asset 
disposal losses. 

The healthy growth in the other income 
components offset the 12-percent decline 
in foreign exchange and trading gains, 
which amounted to P959 million. 


Gurango to hold IPO next year 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


HOMEGROWN IT FIRM GURANGO SOFT- 
ware Corp. yesterday said it was planning 
to raise P300 million through an initial 
public offering (IPO) in the first quarter of 
2008 to finance expansion plans. 

Company CEO Joey Gurango said the 
firm was seeking the Philippine Stock Ex- 
change's approval for its plan to raise its au- 
thorized capital stock from P4.9 million to 
P800 million. 

The number of shares to be offered, of- 
fer price and the exact date of the IPO have 


yetto be finalized. 

The IPO will be managed by BPI Capital 
Corp., with JCV & Associates serving as fi- 
nancial advisors. 

Proceeds from the IPO will fund software 
and office acquisitions worldwide, said Gu- 
rango. 

The company's proprietary offerings in- 
clude the Smart HR, a human resource 
management software, Dynamic Pay, a 
global payroll software, and Forum, an 
events management software. It has offices 
in the Philippines, Singapore, Australia and 
South Africa. 


FDC to issue 3.5B shares 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


FILINVEST DEVELOPMENT CORR (FDC), 
the publicly listed holding firm of the Gotia- 
nun family, has filed an application with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) for the issuance of up to 3.5 billion 
new and existing shares, 


In a revised prospectus filed with the 
SEC, FDC said the amount to be raised, esti- 
mated at P16 billion, would be used to fi- 


nance the projects of Filinvest Alabang Inc. 


(FAD, expand into sugar milling and refin- 


ery, go into ethanol production and sugar 
farming, raise the capital of banking unit 
Fast West Banking Corp. and the possible 
acquisition of another bank, and to fund 
two FDC projects in Mactan and Fort Boni- 
facio. 

FDC will issue up to 2.5 billion new 
shares while its parent ALG (Andrew L. Go- 
tianun) Holdings Corp. will offer up to 1 
billion shares. The price of the offer has yet 
to be set. 

FAI plans to accelerate the development 
of Filinvest Corporate City in Alabang and 
expand into additional mixed-use projects 
as well as high-rise condominium projects 
in Metro Manila. 

FAI develops commercial products such 
as the PBCom Tower n Makati, the 
200,000-square meter Festival Supermall 
in Alabang, the Palms Country Club, and 
residential and small office home office 
(Soho) buildings. FAI also plans to continue 
drawing from the resources of its partner- 


ship with sister firm Filinvest Land Inc. in 
the building of office spaces. 

FDC earlier said it would expand its new- 
ly acquired sugar mills and refineries, and 
put up an ethanol plant for its planned ven- 
ture into biofuels. 

For the next five years, FDC said it would 
spend some P30 billion for its projects. 

FDC said it was dipping its hands into the 
manufacturing business with the acquisi- 
tion of management company Pacific Sugar 
Holdings Corp. from ALG Holdings Corp., 
the owner of Pacific Sugar and the private 
holding firm of property magnate Andrew 
Gotianun. 
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Domestic outsourcing business expected to rise 


More Filipinos now transacting online 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE OUTSOURCING TREND IS 
scen to take deeper roots among lo- 
cal companies as more Filipinos get 
the hang of making purchases and 
transactions by phone or the Inter- 
net, according to Pilipinas Teleserve 
Inc. 


the Contact Center Association of 
the Phlippines, is one of a few local 
outsourced service providers that 
serve domestic entities, including 
the National Statistics Office, Mc- 
Donalds and Petron Corp. 


in an interview that the use of out- 
sourced services was increasing be- 
cause the public was getting more 
comfortable with online transactions 
and more companies could take this as 
a signal to contract service providers. 


"Traffic is getting denser,” he 
said. “For birth certificates alone, 
we are handling no less than 
30,000 calls a day.” 

David said Pilipinas Teleserve 
logged in the first nine months some 
300,000 transactions or about the 
number it posted for the entire 2006. 

“This is not limited to Metro 
Manila residents who are expected 
to adopt new ways of doing this 
faster than those from the 
provinces,” he added. “Half of our 
calls come from Metro Manila and 
half from outside the capital.” 

David said the trend is the same 
with similar government services 
outsourced to Pilipinas Teleserve, 
including transactions related to 
marriage and death certificates or 
exit clearances from the Philippine 
Overseas Employment Authority. 

“More consumers are also order- 


ing food by phone as we have seen 
with our programs with McDon- 
alds, North Park and Super Bowl, 
and even buying LPG (liquefied 
petroleum gas) from Petron." 

David sad he was predicting a 
"proliferation" of consumer ser- 
vices being offered and accessed 
through contact centers. 

On Monday, the Business Process 
Assodation of the Philippines 
launched its Offshoring & Outsourc- 
ing Philippines: Roadmap to 2010," 
which aims at realizing a 41-percent 
growth in revenue from $3.3 billion. 
in 2006 to $13 billion in 2010. 

BPA/P chief executive Oscar 
Safiez said the roadmap strives at a 
once in a lifetime opportunity for the 
country to become a global ORO 
player, with a 10-percent market 
share of whatis estimated to become 
a5130-billion industry in 2010, 


Pilipinas Teleserve, a member of 


Company director Raffy David said 
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sets IPO 
price at 
P8.98 


By Elizabeth 
Sanchez-Lacson 


PERSONAL CARE 
giant Splash Corp. 
has set the price of 
its initial public of- 
fering (IPO) at 
P8.98 a share, 
which will raise 
P2.01 billion for the 
company and its 
shareholders. 

The price was dis- 
dosed by the com- 
panys  underwrit- 
ers, First Metro In- 
‘vestments Corp. 
and SB Capital In- 
vestments Corp., to 
the Philippine Stock 
Exchange yesterday. 

The final offer 
price is at the lower 
end of the company’s 
price range of P8.70 
to P11.18 each. 

in a statement, 
Splash chief finance 
offier Emmanuel 
Manucom said the 
final offer price “is a 
way of giving back 
to the loyal Filipinos 
that have been pa- 
tronizing the compa- 
ny all these years." 

"We want to give 
the small investors, 
many of whom are 
loyal customers, the 
opportunity to own 
part of a company 
with products they 
patronize. The price 
We have set is at the 
lower end ofthe price 
range that we've set 
some weeks back, 
which means more 
upside for the in- 
vestors,” he said. 

Splash is offering 
223.85 million 
shares to the public, 
consisting of 188.85 
million new shares 
and 35 million 
shares owned by 
Splash ^ Holdings 
Inc. a wholly owned 
investment compa- 
ny of Splash Group 
founders Rolando 
Hortaleza and his 
wife Rosalinda Ang- 
Hortaleza. 


SMBI 

to raise 
P25B 
from IPO 


SAN MIGUEL BREW- 
ery Inc. (SMBI), San 
Miguel Corp.'s 
(SMC) domestic beer 
business unit, plans 
to raise as much as 
P25.2 billion from its 
proposed initial pub- 
lic offer by the first 
quarter next year. 

SMBI will sell 
1.548 billion shares 
at between P9.50 
and P16.30 each, 
SMBI's registration 
statement filed with 
the Securities and 
Exchange Commis- 
sion (SEC) showed. 

The offer will con- 
sist of 154.88 mil- 
lion new shares, and 
1.39 billion shares 
owned by SMC. 

Total proceeds to 
be raised by SMBI 
and SMC from the 
public offer may 
amount to between 
P147 billion and 
P25.2 billion. 

Of the total, SMBI 
will generate gross 
proceeds of P1.47- 
P2.5 billion from the 
primary offer while 
the balance will go 
to SMC. 

SMC president Ra- 
mon S. Ang said SMC 
would use the pro- 
ceeds from the offer 
to pare down debt. 

Elizabeth Sanchez- 
Lacson 
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Sun Life mutual funds 
hit P17.8 billion 


SUN LIFE ASSET MANAGEMENT COMPANY 
Inc (SLAMC), the mutual funds arm of Sun Life 
Financial-Philippines (SLFP), is managing as- 
sets worth P17.8 billion as of end of 3rd quar- 
ter this year. This is about 105 percent higher 
compared to the same period last year. Under 
the banner of Sun Life Prosperity Funds, the as- 
set manager has under its wings a peso bond 
fund, a balanced fund, an equity or stock fund, 
a money market fund, a government securities 
fund and two variants of US dollar funds. 

The biggest fund in terms of net assets as of 
the end of 3rd quarter this year is the Sun Life 
Prosperity Balanced Fund with P9.1 billion. 
The second placer is the Sun Life Prosperity 
Bond fund with net assets worth P3.2 billion, 
followed by Philippine Equity Fund with P2.9 
billion. The Dollar Advantage Fund stood at 
P14 billion. 

“Тһе Balanced Fund has grown substantially 
since the start of the year,” says SLFP president 
and chief executive officer Henry Joseph Her- 
rera. "The balanced fund is so popular because 
it allows investors to enjoy the best of both 
‘worlds over the long term, maximizing their 
potential to earn through its equity component 
while cushioning the impact of market fluctua- 
tions through its fixed income securities." 

Year-on-year net retur for the Prosperity 
Balanced Fund as of Sept. 28 was likewise im- 
pressive at 29.5 percent. Posting the highest re- 
tums for the one year period is the Prosperity 
Philippine Equity Fund with net returns of 39.7 
percent. These returns already reflected the 
substantial market decline experienced in Au- 


gust this year resulting from the fallout of sub- 
prime mortgage concerns in the United States, 

Herrera said that the healthy return posted. 
by the Balanced Fund is a result of the compa- 
пуз active asset allocation strategy. “Depend- 
ing on market conditions, it may have up to 80 
percent of ts fund invested in either fixed in- 
‘come or equities. This kind of flexibility allows 
Sun Life to be proactive in the way it manages 
its investment and to really take advantage of 
market opportunities,” Herrera noted. 

The Sun Life chief also attributed the re- 
silience of the funds to the companys very 
competent fund managers who have a keen 
sense of market trends. 

“As the fund managers can leverage on Sun 
Life's global reach, they have a keen sense of 
the evolving global market volatility Therefore, 
they could craft strategies well in advance and 
‘consequently implement measures that would 
be beneficial to the investors. It is such skill and 
passion that have made us ear the trust and 
confidence of our customers," Herrera said. 

Sun Life Financial-Philippines is a member 
ofthe Sun Life Financial group of companies, a 
leading international financial services organi 
zation providing a diverse range of wealth ac- 
cumulation and protection products and ser- 
vices to individual and corporate customers. 
Chartered in 1865, Sun Life Financial and its 
partners today have operations in key markets 
worldwide including Canada, the United 
States, the United Kingdom, Hong Kong, the 
Philippines, Japan, Indonesia, India, China and 
Bermuda. 


Global healthcare experts 
converge in the Philippines 


TOP HEALTHCARE EXPERTS FROM THE 
United States, Europe, Middle East, South and 
Southeast Asia are set to speak at the 2nd In- 
temational Medical Travel Conference (МТС 
2007) to be held from Nov. 19 to 23 at the Ho- 
tel Intercontinental Manila in Makati City. 

Organized by the Department of Tourism 
(DOT), the four-day event aims to provide a 
venue for exchanges among healthcare service. 
providers, health benefits companies, fi- 
mencers, insurance travel partners, govern- 
ment agencies and business corporations from. 
over 23 countries worldwide. 

In a statement, Tourism Secretary Joseph 
Ace Durano said, "We see health tourism 
bringing in new opportunities to our local play- 
ers in both the medical and travel trade indus- 
try The department is urging stakeholders in 
these areas to come to the conference to leam 
the latest global trends and to expand their 
network” 

Durano explained that IMTC 2007 is but a 
step the DOT is taking to help the Philippine 
economy get a share ofa fast-growing $40-bil- 
lion industry. 

‘Scheduled to deliver the IMTC 2007 
keynote address is Jonathan Edelheit, presi- 
dent of the Medical Tourism Association of the 
United States and vice-president of the health 
maintenance organization Optimed 
Health/United Group Programs. He will speak 
‘on the next wave of medical travel for employ- 
ers, health plans and third party administra- 
tors. Edelheit will also moderate one of the 
cross-country panels on the diagnostics of 
healthcare tourism. 

Other presenters/speakers are: Steve Green, 
consultant physician in infectious diseases and 
tropical medicine of the Sheffield Teaching 
Hospitals NHS Trust; TC Li, representative of 
the Trent Accreditation Scheme and the Royal 
Hallamshire Hospital in the United Kingdom; 
Dr. Joel Beltran, Asian Hospital and Medical 
Centers director for business development and 


marketing; Dr Johnny Sinon, deputy regional 
medical director of the International SOS in 
‘Singapore; Dr. Eric Guite, director of the Global 
Assistance and Healthcare in the United 
States; Dr. Premhar Shah, CEO and medical di- 
rector of The Medical Tourist Company, direc- 
tor Vibha Shah MD; 

Hospital director of the Bangkok and Phuket. 
Hospitals Dr. Kongldat Kespechara; Anil К. 
Maini, president for corporate development of 
‘Apollo Hospitals Group and the Indraprastha 
Apollo Hospitals in India; Renee Stephano, le- 
gal counsel of Optimed Health/United Group 
Programs; DOT Director for Product Research 
and Development Elizabeth Nelle, and Dr. Her- 
nando Delizo, concurrent chair for member- 
ship and promotion of the Philippine Retire- 
ment Association Inc and Presidential Task 
Force on Health and Wellness. 

“Health and wellness tourism combines 
leisure and relaxing experiences sought by 
medical tourists. The country's beaches and re- 
sorts, the presence of world-class facilities and 
expertise, as well as the nurturing and friendly 
disposition of our people are what will best en- 
tice traveling patients to come here," Nelle 
shared. 

Nelle further revealed that her team is orga- 
nizing the Contract Exchange and Business 
Clinics, one of the most popular segments of 
IMIC. This portion offers exclusive networking 
sessions berween the participants and resource 


ns. 

Delegates will also benefit from site visits to 
the established international patient facilities 
in the Philippines, including the DOTaccredit- 
ed medical centers in Metro Manila. 

Interested parties may log on to www.medi- 
caltravelconference.com for more information. 
They may also call DOT at 523-8411 locals 250 
and 271, 524-2254 and 523-1929 or e-mail 
efnelle@tourism.govph to learn more about 
the event and the opportunities of the bur- 
geoning medical travel industry. 


Cilostazol reduces stroke, PAD risk 


PERIPHERAL ARTERIAL DISEASE (PAD), 
stroke and coronary heart disease have one 
thing in common: They are caused by 
blocked arteries impairing the circulation. 
Cilostazol, an anti-platelet agent (used to 
prevent blood clots), is one of the treat- 
ments prescribed by doctors for PAD and 
forthe reduction in the risk of stroke. 

"To healthy people, this may not seem sig- 
nificant, but to this patient population (at risk 
for stroke and PAD), it could mean the differ- 
ence between being homebound and actively 
living,” said Dr. Gary Ingenito, from Otsuka 
America Pharmaceutical Inc, referring to the 
benefits of cilostazol. 

‘Stroke and heart disease remain as leading 
causes of lifetime disability; and PAD affects 
over 30 million people worldwide, according 
to the Society of interventional Radiology. 

“PAD has a strong correlation to coronary 
heart disease and carries a higher risk of 
stroke and heart attack,” said Dr. Emile R. 
Mohler TI, director of Vascular Medicine at the 
University of Pennsylvania Health System. 

Most PAD patients have high cholesterol 
levels which build up to form hardened 
plaques within the arteries slowing down the 
blood flow. Peripheral arteries are extended 
arteries located in parts like the arms or the 
legs, which are common areas affected by 
PAD. 

Stroke, on the other hand, is a result of 
blocked arteries restricting blood flow to the 
brain. Insufficient blood flow to the brain may 
resultin loss of motor skill or disability. 


PAD, just like stroke, is a serious disease that 
is often underestimated. People are unaware 
of its symptoms and lack the needed knowl- 
edge on the matter. "It is disturbing that so 
many people do not understand that stroke 
can be prevented. There are a number of risk 
factors that can be controlled to reduce the 
chances of stroke,” said Dr. Erin Lalor from the 
National Stroke Foundation. 

According to the University of Iowa Health. 
care, itis important that public awareness re- 
garding blocked arteries prevention is well 
disseminated. Aside from this, constant physi 
cian check-ups and compliance with medica 
tions must be practiced by patients. 

Blocked arteries can be prevented with 
surgery and other medical practices like an- 
sioplasty (the mechanical widening of a nar- 
rowed or totally obstructed blood vessel). 
Blood thinning medications such as cilostazol 
reduce blood clots and are helpful in reducing 
the risk of stroke and PAD. Referring to the 
benefits of effective antiplatelet drugs on pa- 
tients with PAD, the Food and Drugs Adminis- 
tration's Center for Drug Evaluation director 
Dz Janet Woodcock said, “Ifyou can only walk 
a block, then being able to walk a couple more 
blocks is a really big improvement and might 
change your quality of life”, 

Experience with Cilostazol (Pletaal) as an 
anti-platelet is supported by evidence-based 
trials for more than 10 years. 

For more information, call the customer 
hotline at 811-4723 in Metro Manila or 1-800- 
1888-4723 for provincial calls. 
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Globe 9-month profit 
up by 496 to P9.7B 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


GLOBE TELECOM INC. YES- 
terday reported a 4-percent in- 
crease in its nine-month net 
profit on the back of a double- 
digit subscriber growth. 
Consolidated service revenue 
for the nine months increased 
by 11 percent year-on-year to 
P47.2 billion, brought about by 
a l2-percent and six-percent 
revenue growth from its wire- 
less and wireline businesses, re- 
spectively. Net income hit P9.7 
billion during the period, up 
from P9.3 billion a year ago. 
Globe, owned by Ayala Corp. 
and Singapore Telecommunica- 
tions Ltd., beat its own expecta- 
tions. It earlier said its revenue 
might not grow much in the sec- 
ond half after election-related 
spending in the first half fizzled 
out and due to one-time 
charges related to the prepay- 
ment of its 5300-million notes. 
Stripping out the impact of 
foreign exchange and mark-to- 
market gains/losses and the 
nonrecurring bond redemption 


year-ago level. 


atthe end of the third quarter. 


cited by the ray 
broadband business," 


Ablaza Jr. said in a statement. 
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ISABELA Il ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 


Alibagu, Ilagan, Isabela 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND TO BID 


The Isabela ll Electric Cooperative, Inc. (ISELCO II) invites Sealed Bids 
from Eligible Bidders for the following 

Опе (1) unit - Reconditioned Isuzu Forward with 6HE1 Engine with 
Boom 2.9 tons capacity, Tadano brand or its equivalent 8-wheeler, Tires 
8:25 x 16 Brand new, complete with standard accessories, newly painted, 
brand new batteries. 

"Bidding Documents may be secured from the PBAC Chairman starting 
November 5, 2007 by any interested Bidder upon submission of a Letter of 
intent, Company Profile and upon payment of а non-refundable fee of Php 
3,500.00. 

А Pre-Bid Conference wherein sealed envelopes containing the 
Technical and Financial Proposals (in separate envelopes duly marked as 
such) will be received by the PBAC at the ISELCO II Board Room on or 
before 10:00 a.m., November 21, 2007 at which time and place the technical 
proposals wil be opened and evaluated. Tho financial proposals of bidders 
found eligible to bid will then be opened and read in the presence of 
bidders or representatives on the date which shall be sel by the PBAC during 
the conference. Financial proposals will be returned unopened to ineligible 
bidders, 

AN bids submitted must be accompaniedy by a bid security in cash or 
cashier's check in the amount equivalent to 10% of the amount of Bid. This 
bid security will be valid for at least 60 days starting from the date of bid 
opening. 

ISELCO Il reserves the right to reject any or ай bids, waive any detects 
ог infimilies therein and accept only bid advantageous io the Cooperative. 


(508) LUZVIMINDA L. PANANGUI 
PBAC Chairman 
Noted by: 
(89d.) ERNESTO T. CUBANGBANG 
'Officer-In-Charge 
СЕИ 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 
156 M. H. del Piar comer Dr. J. Ошенсе Sees, Malate, Manda 
Tel Nos, 522.0000, 25-0100 connectng a departments 


INVITATION TO APPLY FORELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Land Bank of the Phuippines mies supphersimanulacturershtstibulors! 
‘Contractors 10 apply for elgibity and to bid for he project as sated below 


DateTime 


pe 
Conference: 


"om / Description 


Non 
пене 


119 Sol improve- ” |P2.300.000.00| November 
15,2007 


200 PM 


P 120000 


The Bid Documents shall be avallable atthe Procurement Department staring 
November 7, 2007 upon payment cf non-refundable fee indicated above. 


The Pre Ви Conference shal be heks at Procurement Department Bidding Room, 
eih Foor, LANDEANK Placa, 1596 M. Fi del Piar cor Dr d, Quiibs Siss 
Mais Mania. 


Piease address you queries tothe aa Secretariat, Bids and Awards Commie, 
rca 405-1370, 851.0000 cas 2290 & 2283 


LANDBANK resarvos the right 1o accept or eect any B o anu e 19009 
Process, and to reject ah Bida at any шта pror lo contact award, winout thereby 
rearing any ару to the affected bidders] 
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costs, core net income rose 20 
percent to P10.5 billion from 


Profitability remained strong 
with margins at 65 percent. 
Globe said its wireless business 
continued to benefit from strong 
sales efforts and targeted mar- 
keting initiatives, enabling the 
business to sustain double-digit 
subscriber growth across all 
brands. Strong gross additions 
and effective churn management 
kept net additions above the one 
million mark for the fourth con- 
secutive quarter, bringing total 
wireless SIM base to 19.2 million 


On the wireline business, 
broadband continued to be the 
driving force, with its subscriber 
base doubling versus last year's 
to reach 109,000 contributing a 
total of P846 million in revenue. 

"We are encouraged by the 
record performance of our wire- 
less business, and are very ex- 
growth of our 
Globe 
president and CEO Gerardo C. 


PHILIPPINE LONG DISTANCE TELE- 
phone Co. posted a 13-percent rise in third- 
quarter operating profit as data and broad- 
band revenues gathered steam, prompting 
itto raise its full-year forecast. 

July-September core earnings, which 

strip out currency swings and derivative 
gains, rose 13.2 percent to P9.09 billion, 
while net earnings fell 9 percent to P9.51 
billion from year-ago level due to a stronger 
peso. 
For the first nine months, core earnings 
grew 13 percent to P26.2 billion from P23.2 
billion in the same period last year. Net 
earnings rose three percent to P26.5 billion. 
from P25.7 billion last year. 

PLDT is focusing on Internet services, out- 
sourcing and attracting new mobile phone 
customers in rural provinces as the rate of 
new subscribers slows in urban areas. 

The group is also planning to list its out- 
sourcing units in the second half of next year. 
A rising peso, which has gained almost 
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PLDT raises '07 goal as Q5 operating profit rises 
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12 percent against the dollar this year, has 
dented earnings from international long 
distance services and its outsourcing and 
call center operations. 

“If you include foreign exchange losses 
the headline may not look as good but we 
are looking more at the underlying busi- 
ness. We still think its mainline businesses 
will continue to show growth,” said Paul 
Joseph Garcia, ING fund manager. 

Overall, wireless service revenues rose 
10 percent in the first nine months, and 
PLDT said it was raising its full-year core 
earnings forecast to P34.5-P35 billion from 
earlier guidance of P33-P34 billion. 

The company said its profits were likely 
to be at the top of the revised range. 

Shares of PLDT, partly owned by Hong 
Kong's First Pacific Co. Ltd. and Japan's NTT 
group, rose 1.85 percent to P3,030 after the 
results, while the main index was flat. 

PLDT also said it had approved a plan to 
change the terms of its 2009, 2012 and 


THE BEST JUST GOT BETTER! 


Simply the most recommended accounting software for SME's 


GENERAL FEATURES 


Used by More Than 
400,000 Businesses 
Worldwide! 


Handheld Pocket PC 
Tracks importation Costs 


Reports for Unlimited Custom Reporting 
of Financial History (Pro only) 
Buy 3 EVOLVE AlHin-One PC, 


and gata FREE OA101 


o", 


—— 


2017 bonds to give it greater flexibility on 
dividend payments. 

Equity shareholders currently earn a 5 per- 
cent dividend yield from PLDT, about twice 
the 2.7 percent average for the market. In- 
vestors said this payout coupled with a good 
operational outlook made the company an 
attractive bet despite the impact of a stronger 
peso. Around 38 percent of PLDT's revenues 
are linked to the dollar. Reuters 


SECURE your office from 
FRAUD & THEFT! 


Timekeeping & Access Control Devices: 


PJ oanu 


P 7,900 


Trib Faget Capety 


P 19,000 


SPECI. 
- e? 


L OFFER! 


Buy 3 EVOLVE Mine 
yard get a FREE OMOT 


FOR SALES INQUIRIES CONTACT: 
төлер 5553072 | 899-2900 1553-4040 


E 


EDEN ANT 


UNIONBANK 


UricnBonk Plaza, Meralco Avenue cor. Onyx & Sapphire Roads, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 1605 
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BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
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People, Events c? Products 
BPI promo extended to Dec. 31 


HERE'S MORE EXCITING NEWS FROM BPI. 
The BPI: A World of Compliments promo 
has been extended until Dec. 31 and BPI is 
inviting all its customers to keep on growing. 
their deposits so they can join the final raffle 
draw to be held in January 2008. 

Prizes at stake include a five-day vacation 
trip for two to Palawan and a five-day уаса- 
tion trip for four to the island of Maldives 
with $1,000 pocket money The second 


prize, a whopping P500,000 shopping spree 
to be spent at any of the exclusive designer 
stores at Greenbelt 4, Ayala Center, has re- 
cently been awarded to Jimmy Balverde, a 
depositor at BPI Davao Uyanguren branch. 
To join the promo, depositors need to 
open or maintain any BPI Peso or Foreign 
Currency Savings, Checking or Time De- 
posit. Every P5,000 deposit in a savings or 
checking account or every P25,000 in- 


CyberPress sets benefit concert 


THE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY Jour- 
nalists Association of the Philippines (It- 
jap), popularly known as "CyberPress," 
comes to the aid of an ailing former mem- 
ber via a benefit concert on Nov. 10 at the 
Merk's Bar Bistro, Greenbelt 2, Makati City. 

‘The concert, entitled “The Perfect Pair,” isa 
series of exciting shows that kicked off Oct. 
27 and marks the comeback of vocalist Anna 
Fegi and musical director Toti Fuentes to the 
local concert scene. The series will culminate 
од Nov. 22 via an exciting finale at the Cap- 
tain's Bar of the Mandarin Oriental Hotel. 

CyberPress, an organization of journal- 
ists covering the local information technol- 
ову (IT) beat, is co-sponsoring the Nov. 10 
schedule of “The Perfect Pair” together with 
Next Mobile, one of the telecommunication 
service providers in the country, in order to 
raise funds for the surgery and medication 
expenses of Betty Daguio-Jose, a former 
journalist herself and one of the founding 
members of CyberPress. 


Betty was diagnosed with lupus nephri- 
tis, a debilitating kidney disease, and doc- 
tors have already ordered an immediate 
kidney transplant. This project of Cyber- 
Press also serves as a fitting recognition for 
Betty's invaluable help in making IT jour- 
nalism part of the mainstream media today. 

“The Perfect Pair” will also feature for- 
mer beauty queen Rachel Anne Wolfe. 

‘The three top-notch entertainers will cer- 
tainly electrify the Merk's Bar Bistro stage, 
featuring Anna and Toti's undeniable musi- 
cal chemistry, having collaborated on sever- 
al projects in the past. Their collective ge- 
nius shall be complemented by Rachel's 
dubitable musical artistry, from R&B, jazz, 
and even dance music. 

‘Their captivating performances thus 
serve as a perfect highlight to the show as 
they showcase their diverse musicality and 
world-class entertainment qualities. 

For more information and ticket inquiries, 
e-mail lawrence.casiraya@gmail.com. 


Philippines hosts Asean pulp, paper conference 


THE PHILIPPINE PULP & PAPER MANUFAC- 
turers Association (Pulpapel) will be hosting 
the 28 Federation of Asean Pulp and Paper In- 
dustry (Fappi) Conference from Nov. 7 to Sat 
the Dusit Hotel Nikko, Makati City. The confer- 
ence is held every two years and the hosting of 
the conference is rotated among Asean mem- 
ber countries composed of the Philippines, 
Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia and Vietnam. 
Other Asian paper industry associations com-. 
posed of Japan, Korea and Taiwan are also. 
participants to the Fappi Conference. The con- 
ference theme is “Unity Amidst Diversity”. Del- 


Republic of the Philippines. 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
National Capital Region 
DY Int! Blág. 1650 San Marcelino cor. General Malvar SL, Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the folowing companieslemployers have fled with this Regional Office applications for Абел Employment Permis: 


Name and address of 
CompanylEmployer 


Name of 
Foreign Nation 


Position 


KHI DESIGN 8 TECHNICAL 
SERVICE, INC. 

ФОР 6788 Ayala Ave.. 
Овал Square, Makati City 


Sadaaki Murakawa 
Japanese 


Executive Adviser 


AT & T GLOBAL NETWORK 
‘SERVICES INTERNATIONAL INC. 
18F BA Lepanto Bldg.. 

8747 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City 


Brian Curtis Weir 
American 


"CONSTRIUM INC. 

RC Gonzales Gate, 

Pag-asa Steel Спра. 

A. Rodriguez Ave., Manggahan, 
Pasig City 


Yaser Fareed Fouad 
Jamoukha 
Jordanian 


PHIL. ORIENTAL SPIRIT 
TRAVEL & TOURS CORP. 
6052186 

1500 Rosas Bivd., Ermita, Manila 


Jongsung Park 
Korean 


‘SEA POWER SHIPPING 
ENTERPRISES, INC. 
GIF J & T Bidg. 

R. Mags 
Santol Rd. 


cor. 
n 


NARA 9 NETWORK SYSTEM, INC. 
101 Quirino Ave., Baclaran, 
Paranaque City 


Sonia Shi 
Chinese 


SEOJUNEKOREA, INC. 
Rm 402 Executive Center, 
Аапабсо St, Malale, Manda 


Jyoung Youn 
Korean 


TELETRINSIC CONTACT 
CENTER SOLUTION, INC. 
2UF The Peak Tower, 

107 LP. Leviste St, 
Salcedo Vilage, Makati Cy 


Richard Raymond 
Slee! 
‘American 


AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY 
23, Tower 2, RCBC Plaza, 
6619 Ayala Avenue, Makati City 


Lisa Mary Biddle 
Australian 


EMPRESS DENTAL 
LABORATORIES, INC. 

БЕ Net 1 Center Bldg 

26th St. cor. d Ave., 
Crescent Park West Bonifacio, 
Global City, Taguig Сау 


GC CORPORATION MANILA КОНА 
[rr IGC Рм. Bidg. 2109 Prime St, 
Madrigal Business Park, 


Helmut Laudehr 
German 


Takeo Райа. 
Japanese 


Name and address of 
CompanyEmooyer 


Mame of 
Foreign National 


PHILKOR ORIENTAL MEDICINE 
CLINIC INC. 

273 Connecticut SL, Greenbils, 
Mandaluyong City 


Kicong Jung 
Korean 


PHILKOR ORIENTAL MEDICINE 
CLINIC INC. 

273 Connecticut St, Greenhills, 
Mandaluyong Сау 


PHILKOR ORIENTAL MEDICINE 
CLINIC INC. 

273 Connecticut St, Greenhils, 
Mandaluyong City 


OPTIMUM SOURCE, INC. 
Sute 2501 The Orient Square, 
Emerald Ave., Ortigas Center, 
Pasig City 


OPTIMUM SOURCE, INC. 
Sute 2501 The Orient Square, 
Emerald Ave., Origas Center, 
Pasig City 


HIGHLANDS CHINA RESTAURANT 
CORPORATION 

Wing Entetanment, 

‘SM Mal of Asia, Pasay САУ. 

SOGY NAWANSHAR TRADING CORP. 
1503 Самап St, San isidro, Макай Cay 


SOGY NAWANSHAR TRADING CORP. 
1503 Galvani St, San Isidro, Макай Cty 


SOGY NAWANSHAR TRADING CORP. 
1503 Gavars St, San Iso, Makat Cty 


AJAB LENDING INVESTOR 
CORPORATION 
33 B. Manalo St, Cubao, Quezon City 


SOGY NAWANSHAR TRADING CORP. 
1503 Galvan St, San Isidro, Макай Cay 


JANU LENDING INVESTOR CO. 
512 Ruby Vile Subd., 
Baesa, Caloocan Cily 


JANU LENDING INVESTOR CO. 
512 Ruby Vile Subd.. 
Baesa, Caloocan City 


JANU LENDING INVESTOR CO. 


egates, mostly senior and major decision mak- 
ers of pulp and paper industry leaders in the. 
Asean and Asia-Pacific region, are expected to 
tackle issues of common concerns affecting 
the pulp and paper business and finalize a uni- 
fied consensus and cooperative action before 
the end of the conference. Social activities to. 
wind up the event such as a city tour and a 
friendship golf game, as well as mill visits , are 
part of the conference itinerary. For inquiries, 
call Miguel del Rosario, president, or Amando 
Т. Rios, Pulpapel executive director, at 892- 
9781 to 89 local 8207. 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 200; 


crease in a time deposit entitles the deposi- 
tor to a raffle entry. On top of that, a mini 
mum fresh fund deposit of P300,000 enti- 
tles depositors to receive premium items 
like home appliances, gadgets, Store Spe- 
cialists Inc GCs and travel accessories. 

For more information about BPI A World 
of Compliments, call 89-100 or log on to 
www.bpiexpressonline.com. The promo is 
ongoing until Dec. 31. 


JTI launches СП 
campaign in RP 


JT INTERNATIONAL (JTI), THE WORLD'S 
third largest manufacturer of tobacco prod- 
ucts, has embarked on a major campaign to 
provide specific information to consumers 
who might misinterpret brand elements 
displayed on JTI cigarette packs. 

The Consumer Information Initiative 
(СІ) campaign advises smokers not to as- 
sume that a cigarette brand is less harm- 
ful because of its taste, strength, color or 
because of descriptive terms like "lights" 
and “mild”. 

The information will be communicated 
to adult smokers via information cards at 
points of sale for tobacco products as well 
as advertisements in national newspa- 
pers. 


Risk information 

"Adults who choose to smoke need to 
have relevant information on the й 
volved," ЈТІ spokesperson Hamish Moore 
said. ‘ITI is committed to being open and 
transparent about its products and this 
campaign demonstrates that commit- 
ment.” 

JTLis a subsidiary of Japan Tobacco Inc, 
which manufactures internationally rec- 
ognized cigarette brands including 
Camel, Winston, Mild Seven and Salem. 
With headquarters in Geneva, Switzer- 
land, JTI has offices in about 60 countries 
outside of Japan, with 23,000 employees, 
and sales activities in over 120 countries. 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Katonai stores estu (NH Prog ls Bs and Awards Conte (BAC) nes 
‘teased pores tospp eet ndo bi for he они 


Project No.1 


CCONTRACTOURATION 


Sanur 18,2008 - muay 15,2008 


‘SUBMISSION AND OPENING OF BIDS . December 14,2007 


Bang documents shal be sued upon payment cl a non lundatie amount ol Tiree Thousand 
Pho SIDE] The dng Documents hate reseed personaly by Be propec Berar 


Pesos 
Project No.2 


APPROVED BUDGET 
CONIRACTDURATON 


Sy 18200810 January 18.2009 


Alabang, Muntinlupa City 512 Ruby Vile Subd. 


‘SUBMISSION AND OPENING OF BIDS : December 14,2007 
Baesa, Caloocan City aa 
GC CORPORATION MANILA КОНО 
TIF IGC Phis. Bldg, 2109 Prime SL, 
Madrigal Business Park, 

Alabang, Muntinlupa City 


Masahiro Takata 
Japanese 


Bang documents shali be issued upon payment ot aro unable amount o! Tres Thousand 
Анон 010000) e Bang Documents abe ecd porsonaiy by e especie Bader or hs 
od 

resid paris a ated sbi Loter o! rt and photocopy ol iher Cera of Region 
‘tances Name win onga о aunentcaon kom November 19-2, 207, 

EigbltrSasement Fees shal be ssa lem November 2022, 207. Duy Acconplited Ei 
say Same sabe paced ma se envelopo an sha be submited 1o ha Chatman, NHFBAC, 
Navona Heres ists, TM Katan Ems, Mana, November 2521, 2007, 

Be documents wi be mada volo oy kiel ers for sanc pon payment ol toa, tthe 
BAC Seins Manda upon presentato oi e cognal Cerca oi Eod. 

‘pops shat be subte n o (2) seed bron envelopes wih he name ol he project o be 
to ana ne name oi a eae cpt laters, adresse one Charman d Le NHI Вав ad Awards 
Commies. TM Kalaw SL Emmaa Mana. Ta Fin Envelope shal contain be acconpetdTechncal 
Siemens The "Second Envelopa” sta cantan Ре папса proposal 

yp re шеру Bid bond, Perfomance Bond, Pre Ви Соат ВИ тазі 
ara Anard oi Contec sna be govemdby e рогата f Regie Aci No 918 ants plating 
Rasse Rogue 

Тһе Goverment reserves Ве night toreoctany ora slbi ttemant; decre allure 
albany Pere s, among oos reason lo suspect an ender colusion among bes вет; n по 
Sampa. t we any repare ermalty ma bs псоми and accept heb most advantageous 


JGC CORPORATION MANILA КОНА 
TIF JGC Phis. Вид, 2109 Prime SL, 
Madrigal Business Park, 
“Alabang. Muntinlupa City 


Tang Yew Thong 
Malaysian 


JGC CORPORATION MANILA КОНА 
"IF GC Phis. Bidg. 2109 Prime St, 
Madrigal Business Park, 
Alabang, Muntinlupa City 


‘Shoji Nagano 
Japanese SOGY NAWANSHAR TRADING CORP. Harvinder Singh 
1503 Galvani St, dan 


San Isidro, Mahali Cty 


it you have any informallon/objection to the above mentioned appication/s please communicate with the Regional Director. 
Oy CE 

YMUNDO С. AGRAVANTE 

ENTE 


TT 
(Sot) ROSARO V SHPITAN. 
BAG Crama 


PD -November 1. 200m) а-та 10,2007) 
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~~. CLASSIFIEDS. 


ASSISTS & RECOMMENDS: 
“ACCREDITED FINANCING 
INSTITUTIONS 


Pilipinas 
mod 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas, through its Bids and Awards Committee 
(ВАС), invites bidders to apply for eligibility and to bid for the hereunder 
Project: 


Name of Project/Briet 
Description. 


‘One (1) lot Supply, delivery, installation 
‘and commissioning of CCTV Systems 
for the BSP Main Complex, per ESP 
Terms of Reference, Technical 
Specifications, Scope of Work and Bill of 
Quantities 


P4,445,360.00 


Approved Budget: 
for the Contract (ABC) 


‘Completion Period 


Within one hundred twenty (120) 
calendar days after receipt of the 


approved contract. 


Prospective bidders should have undertaken a similar requirement 
‘awarded and completed from Y2002_to present amounting to at least 
fifty percent (50%) of the ABC. The Eligbilty Check/Screening as well 
asthe Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non-discretionary “pass/ 
fall" criteria. Post-qualification of the lowest calculated bid shall be 
conducted. 


Al particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Security, 


DAVAO CITY WATER DISTRICT 
JP. Laurel Ave, Davao City 
“Telephone no. 082-221-9400 (local 204) Fax: 082-2264885 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Davao City Water District (ОСМО) through its Bids and Awards 
consultants to apply for eligibility and " 

shortisting and if found eligible and shortlisted, to bid for the hereunder 

project 

Name of Project 


Briel Description. 


Approved Budgot 
For the Contract 

Source of Funding 
Contract Duration 


“The list of minimum re 


DCWD General Funds 
265 calendar days 

uirements is indicated in the Eligibility Form. Eligibility 
of prospective bidders shall be checked using non-discretionary “pass/fail” 

tera. Shortisting of eligible consultants wil be dono based on the following 

Criteria: experience of the consultant, qualification of personnel and current 

‘workload. Only [ive (5) eligible biddors shall make up the shortlist. The 

evaluation procedure to be adopted shall be Quality-Cost Based Evaluation 
(ОСВЕ) Bids whose technical proposals pass the minimum technical score 

of 80 points shall have its financial proposals opened and evaluated. The -| 
technical proposal shall carry 60 % weight in the bid evaluation. 

The pertinent provisions of R.A. 9184 and lis Implementing Rules and 


Regulation (IRR) shall govern all particulars relative to Eligibility Statement 
‘and Screening, Bid Securty, Performance Security. Pre-Bidding Conference, 
Evaluation of Bids, Post-Qualification and Award of Contract 
The schedule of activities is as follows: 
Activities, 
Submission of Letters of Intent 
‘and Application for Eligibility 
Issuance of EligIbliy Forms, 
‘Submission of Eligibliy Requirements 
Results of Eligibility Check 
Results of Short Listing 
issuance of Bid Documents. 
Pre-bid Conference 
8. Receipt & Oper 
The Eligibility Sc ‘avaliable at BAC-B Secret 
the DCWD Office of the Asst. General Manager for Operations, 
Davao City upon submission of a letter of intent, and upon payment of а 
non-refundable amount of Php 1,500.00 to the DCWD Cashier. Submission 
and results of eligibility shall be in the same office. 1 
Bid Documents will be avaliable only to shortlisted bidders upon payment of 
a non-refundable amount of Php 3,500.00 to the DCWD Cashier. 
The Davao City Water District assumes no responsibility whatsoever to 
compensate or indemnity bidders for any expenses incurred in the 
preparation of the bid. 


Performance Security, Pre-bidding Conference(s), Evaluation of Bids, 
Post-Qualification and Award of Contract shall be governed by the 
pertinent provisions of FLA. No. 9184 and its Implementing Rules and 
Regulations (IRR). 


The complete schedule of activities is isted, as follows: 


-DUMPTAUCK, 10 WHEELER-10PC, 10PD, 1220 
-FORUJRRD-8 HOLES, 25 ft cargo, GHEI-T (260HP) 
-FORWARD DUMPTAUCK GHET 

-ELF CARGO TRUCH (16ft cargo box) 1 


CEDU DA: 032-3466688; 032-4227537 * CAGAYAN BA: 088-8563033 


CEBU 999 TRADING 


Schedule 
Nov. 8- 15, 2007 


Activities 
| Tesuance of Bid Documents 


Nov. 8 — 15, 2007 
Nov. 9-22, 2007 
Nov 28 - Dec. 12, 2007 
Dec. 13 — 14, 2007 
Dec. 3-21, 2007 
Dec. 27, 2007: 2:00 E.M. 
Jan. 9, 2008; 9:00 A.M. 


Schedule. 
‘November 2007 
ot later than 2:00 P.M. 
10 December 2007, 
300 P.M.. MRZA 


2. Pre-bid Conference 


|3. Opening of Bids | 

4. Bid Evaluation ) Those sal be in accordance wih the 
Post qualification. | prescibed poros alowed in a 

) implanting Rules REPA 

6. Notice of Award | «РА No 164 dated 10 January 203 


WANTED 


SECRETARY 


- Colega Greate 
erred 
"ting o Won Lang aue 
Doch persoraby 1.00 pm -S00p.m. 
0 LAWYERS ADVOCATES CIRCLE 
cute 2202 atanta Cent, 21 Amapots St. Groans San Jan 


Bid documents willbe available only to prospective bidders upon payment 
of a non-refundable amount of P2,223.00 to the BSP Cashier. 


‘The BSP assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate or 
indemnify bidders for any expenses incurred in the preparation of their bids. 


The BSP reserves the right to reject any and ail bid proposals, or declare. 
the bidding a failure, or not award the contract, and makes no assurance 
that a contract shall be entered into as a result ofthis invitation. 


Paani" 
09178884040 
7269687 


Approved by: 


(60%) ENGR. EDWIN V. REGALADO 
Chairperson, Bids and Awards Commilloo-B 


(Sod) JUAN DE ZUÑIGA, JR. 
Chairman 


BUY SE PAWN, INVITATION TO BID 
WATER DAMAGED PRILLED UREA FERTILIZER 
816 Bags (40.8 MT) 
Location: BREDCO, Reclamation Area, 
Bacolod City 
Nov. 15, 2007 (Thursday) 
2:00 p.m. @ MASCO Office, Makati City 
For particulars, pis. contact 
Ding Placido јот Tina Banal 
е MASCO 840.9669 /813-0719/ 
pornon 1 mon 817-5428 | 817-4959 


‘other SWISSSWATCHES 


SEND YOUR RESUMES 
INSTANTLY 


JOB 


ponani 


The Public is hereby notified that the 
heirs of the late MARCELO M. RAMIREZ 
have executed an Extrajudicial Settlement. 
of Estate over a parcel of lot (known as Lot 
No. 21-099, consisting of 360 square 


You can now checkout 

more jobs from Poblacion, Valencia, Bukidnon: lot (known 
4 ЕТ кізе a porien of Lot 

JobMarket Libre Mo MS eA. Pad 10 1327-019453 


every day! consisting of 335 square meters, more or 


JOB- 


d 


OBITUARIES 


(known as lot no. 222-U-9-A, being a 
portion of lot no. 222-U-9 consisting of 
5,000 square meters, more or less, 
situated at Poblacion, Municipality оі 
Valencia, of the Register of Deeds of > 
Malaybalay, Bukidnon, before Notary 
Public Hippocrates А. Rocina entered in 
his Notarial Register as Doc. No. 475; 
Page No. 95; Book No. Vil; Series of 2007. 


Inquire 
about the 
Job Market 
package 
at 897-8808 
loc. 514 


less, situated at Barrio of Poblacion, 

Municipality of Valencia; a parcel of land 
Mar 

Find a coreer in here 


In Loving Memory 
of the 
10th Death Anniversary 


of our 
Beloved Dad, 


MAYOR VICTOR R. MIRANDA | 


who joined our Lord on November 8, 1997. 


(FOI-Oct 24,31 and Nov. 7, 2007) 


More Classified Ads 


Presidential Management Staff 
UP Systems 

Home Guaranty .. 

Isabela П Elec. Coop. 

Landbank of the Philippines 

Pete Marquez-MAGELCO 
Department of Trade and Industry 
DOLE-NCR 


The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered on Thursday, 
November 8, 2007 at the following: 


0 a.m. at National Cathedral of the Holy Child 
Taft Avenue, Manila 


5:30 p.m. at St. Michael Cathedral, Philippine Independent Church 
Digman, Bacoor, Cavite 


We request your prayers for the eternal repose of his soul. 
ROSETTE, VENG, GRACE and TENG 


Death Notice 
Patrick Joseph “ PJ.” A. Pineda 


(Nov. 8, 1982 - Nov. 4,2007) 


In Loving Memory on the 20" 
Death Anniversary of 


JOSE P. FERNANDEZ 


Oct. 12, 1904 — Nov. 7, 1987 


“I am the resurrection and life. He who believes in Me will 
live, even though he dies and whoever believes in Me will 
never die.” - John 11:25-26 


Honofre “Ofring” 
Florentino Regidor 


of Pasuqui 


peacefully joined his Creator on October 22, 2007 
at the age of 79. 


rete И 4 His loving wife Norma, children Dr. Christopher Noel and wife 
bz zy Ф, || Dr. Pilar Bugayong. Marie Ann and husband Louie Brill 
trust also in Me. In My^ (Maryland, USA), grandchildren Luis Edward, Loren 
mai Hd m Z| || Christopher, Lorieann Marie, Linzi Lais, brothers and sisters, 
ELO: pt Pos. ‘Argentina and Eufrocino, Golondrina, Dr. Alfredo Jr Lobella, 
Father's house are many Constante and Florie, Benjamin and Velva, Armagedon and 
aa Pa tri ends and es ehe ims readers орау for 

is eternal rest 


rooms... | am going 


i П 

ргераге Mass will be held at the St. James Parish the Greater on 

~ M November 10, 2007 at 8:00 a.m. and interment to follow at the 
Lagazo Memorial Park, Pasuquin, Ilocos Norte. 


His remains lie in state at Bahay Karmelo, 
Mt. Carmel Church, Proj. 6, О.С. 


Interment will be on November 10, 2007. 


[7 
“Do not let your hearts 
be troubled. Trust in God, 


Ilocos Norte 


His wife Lulu, daughter Carmen, son Mickey 
request relatives, friends and the pious readers to 
pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered 
for him on Nov. 7, 2007 at: 


His body lies in state at #39 Biak na Bato St, Brgy. 2 Pasuquin, 
Ilocos Norte. 


Santuario de San Jose, Greenhills East, 
Mandaluyong City .. . 7:15 AM 
6:15 PM 


there to 
а place for you.” 


аны 


John 14:1-2, 


Nil Ye 


“From darkness let the light shine!” Genesis 1:3 
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Delinquent taxpayers urged to avail of amnesty 


Offenders offered one last chance to settle dues, escape prosecution 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT HAS URGED 
tax-delinquent companies and indi- 
viduals to avail themselves of the on- 
going tax amnesty saying the program 
gives them a chance to come out in the 
‘open and escape prosecution. 

The appeal was reiterated yester- 
day during a roadshow on tax 
amnesty in Pasay City, organized by 
officials of the Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue and Rep. Danilo Suarez, author 


ofthe Tax Amnesty law. 
Proponents of the program said of- 
fenders should apply for an amnesty 
now, warning that the government 
will no longer offer tax delinquents 
the same opportunity in the future. 
“The primary objective of the 
amnesty is to broaden the govern- 
ment's tax base and improve revenue 
collection in the future,” Suarez said. 
“This will benefit taxpayers because 
they can finally come out clean.” 
Roadshows on the tax amnesty pro- 


gram have already been held in the 
cities of Baguio, San Fernando, Luce- 
na, Tacloban, Cebu, Bacolod, Iloilo, 
Davao and General Santos. The gov- 
ernment will also conduct roadshows 
in Zamboanga and Cagayan de Oro 
cities before the end of the year. 

The Tax Amnesty law, which 
passed both houses of Congress last 
Feb. 7, prohibits the implementation 
of another tax amnesty program after 
the current one lapses. This provision 
is intended to discourage the public 


- GE Money Bank 


A Savings Bank 


DEPOSITS • SME LOANS • CONSUMER LOANS 


Very few things in life 
can be this simple. 


Like getting a personal loan online with GE Money Bank. 


Log on. Apply. Submit. 
Visit www.gemoneybank.com.ph 


155 safe, secure and totally hassle-free. No complications. 


This is simply better banking. 
This is GE Money Bank. 


from evading payment of taxes, since 
the government will no longer offer 
amnesties in the future, 

Suarez is encouraging individuals 
and companies to apply for the 
amnesty immediately and not wait for 
the deadline set on March 5, 2008. 

Under the Tax Amnesty law, quali- 
fied tax delinquents will not be prose- 
cuted for their tax deficiencies. For 
those who are already charged in 
court, thé BIR may decide to drop 
their tax cases. 


Rea bet by permiso Seins d. 
enter ot ine ogee ssi sone Cope 
eomm Depost roe ton bapeno 50000 


Energy 
conservation 
measures 
pushed anew 


By Abigail L. Ho 


WITH OIL PRICES SPIRALING ACROSS THE 
globe, the Department of Energy has re- 
newed efforts toward energy conservation, 
calling on the people to cut down on their use. 
oflights and air-conditioning units, as well as 
observe proper driving habits to save on fuel. 

Oil price spikes in the world market are 
not likely to stop in the coming months, 
particularly with the advent of the winter 
season in the western hemisphere, Energy 
Secretary Angelo Reyes said. 

The higher-than-expected inventory 
drawdown in the United States, alongside a. 
weakening dollar, would likewise cause 
further hikes in world oil prices, Reyes 
added. 

To minimize the effects of soaring oil 
prices on the country, Reyes said consumers 
and industries alike should implement vari- 
ous energy conservation measures. 

“Owners of shopping malls and other 
commercial establishments can limit their 
use of neon lights and set the temperature 
levels of their air-conditioning units at 25 
degrees, or at levels that do not consume 
excessive electricity,” he said. 

In 2005, during a similar price crisis situ- 
ation, the implementation of energy effi- 
ciency programs in the industrial, commer- 
cial and transport sectors resulted in sav- 
ings of 881,0000 barrels of fuel oil a year, 
he said. 

“In 2005, 881,000 barrels of oil cost 
around P2.7 billion,” Reyes said. "Now, 
with prices of oil hovering at $96 per barrel, 
those 881,000 barrels of oil cost us a stag- 
gering P3.6 billion." 

“If not for the present strength of the 
Philippine peso, the spiraling prices of oil in 
the world market would have hit us even 
harder. Thus, we must find ways to make 
more efficient use of our energy" 

The transport sector, including private 
vehicle owners, would play a crucial role in 
the government's overall energy conserva- 
tion program, he said. 

One solution is to accelerate the imple- 
mentation of higher blends of biofuels in 
gasoline and diesel, he said. 


SM holdings 
firm to fold 
in China malls 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


THE FAMILY OF MALL CZAR HENRY SY 
may soon transfer its China malls to listed 
firm SM Prime Holdings Inc. (SM Prime) as 
partof the mall operators growth strategy. 

The Sy family's companies—Shoemart 
Inc. and SM Investments Corp.—respec- 
tively have a 47.7 percent and 21.3 percent 
stake in SM Prime. 

SM Prime is currently studying the possi- 
ble acquisition of three malls owned by the 
Sy family in China. Citigroup Global Mar- 
kets Ltd. and Macquarie Securities (Asia) 
Pte. Ltd, will act as its joint financial advis- 
ers for the proposed plan. 

“The Sy siblings are supportive of [the 
plan],” SM Prime president Hans Sy said 
Monday night at the sidelines of the SMX 
Convention Center launch at the Mall of 
Asia Complex in Pasay City “Once SM 
Prime takes over our investments there ... 
ме would be able to raise capital much 
faster and much cheaper than if we were to 
do it in China ourselves right now.” 

The Sy family has acquired a fourth loca- 
tion for another mall in China—a seven- 
hectare property in Chongquing, Sichuan 
province. 

Sy said he has also consulted with some 
of SM Prime's investors and shareholders 
and they agreed that the China acquisition 
story was “inevitable.” 

He was cautioned however by the same 
investors and shareholders against "reck- 
Jessly expanding.” 

Hans Sy said SM Prime, once it has final 
ized its decision to acquire the Sy family's 
China malls by the end of this month or ear- 
ly next year, intends to grow its malls in 
China one ata time each year. 

As the dominant mall developer operating 
28 malls nationwide, SM Prime is now ex- 
panding its branches on a smaller scale, in 
terms of floor area, outside Metro Manila. 
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Honda, via its 


R&D, is the only 


carmaker that 


performs actual 


crash tests for 


motoring 


journalists to 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


E ISN'T JUST SWIFT. HE'S 

precise. And wouldn't we 

wish we were a bit just like 
him in our everyday struggles in the 
chaotic streets of Metro Manila. 

His name, fittingly so, is Russ Swift, and 
he is a world-class precision driver and 
Guinness record holder. Russ can execute 
the tightest 'J" turns and parallel park in the 
blink of an eye. He can spin a car into a 
parking space just 33 cm longer than the 
vehicle. 

At the Honda Automobile R&D center in 
‘Tochigi, each of the automotive writers pre- 
sent didn't dare do a Swift-like parking ma- 
neuver. Instead, they did somewhat the op- 
posite: park a vehicle equipped with a park 
assist system with computer-assisted steer- 
ing and voice guidance, which effectively 
takes the guesswork out of parking. 


Parallel-assist parking 

Here's how the "spoon-fed" parallel-as- 
sist parking works. Stop on the nose of the 
parked rear vehicle when it is aligned with 
the indicator on the left front door lining. 
Then turn on the parallel-assist switch. 

‘The driver moves the car slowly forward 


IT'S NOT A BULLET TRAIN. IT'S NOT A 
jet either. But it sure felt like both. 

‘Automotive writers were treated to a 
short but intense ride behind the wheel 
of a short-nosed, low-riding Honda Hy- 
drogen FCX concept car: the compact, 
| highly efficient Honda FC Stack. 

“The big-bodied vehicle offered а com- 
fortably large cabin as this driver—with 
three buriy passengers spurred onto a 
predetermined 
track for several 
rounds. We mea- 
sured the accelera- 
tion at 0 to 100 kph 
in 10 seconds. For 
an electric motor 
with a huge sedan 
body carrying four 
passengers, this was 
quite an achieve- 
ment, 

The vehicle is 


Flow fuel cell plat- 
form, its fuel cell 
stack arranged in a 
center tunnel layout. This has allowed 
designers to create a low-riding, sedan 
form that experts noted would have been 
difficult to achieve in a conventional fuel 
z| cell vehicle. 


to sunlight damage 


<| Difference 

1 And what’s the difference between this 
and the current FCX FC Stack? This new 
fuel stack model is 20 percent smaller 
and 30 percent lighter than the current 
FCX FC stack, but its power output is 
14kW greater. 


equipped with a V WITH PLANT-BASED materials resistant 


until the voice guide asks him or her to stop. 
the car. 

While backing, the driver is asked to 
keep the position of the steering wheel. The 
voice guide will tell the driver when to stop. 
He or she is then asked to turn the steering 
wheel into the center position to make the 
precise position in backing the car. Voila! 

This same program also does reverse 
parking. And this does away with an expen- 
sive rear monitor. Such technologies have 
been at use already in many Honda cars in 
Japan. This system would not be intro- 
duced in the Philippines in the near future. 


Glow in the dark 

Though it does look like a ghost glowing 
in the dark, 195 actually a living, breathing 
pedestrian reflected in front of a car in the 
dead of night. By reflecting images obtained 
from two far infrared cameras positioned in 
the lower section of the front bumper in the 
heads up display, this visibility safety system 
introduced in the Japanese car Legend in 
2004 supports the driver's night-time vision. 
When the system detects pedestrians, it cau- 
tions the drivér via an audio warning and vi- 
sual enhancement frame. 

Journalists were then brought to the 
world's first indoor, omni-directional real- 
world crash test facility in the Tochigi RED 


WITH ENERGY efficiency of 60 percent, three times that of a gasoline engine vehicle, twice 
that of a hybrid vehicle and 10 percent better than the current FCX, experts claimed. 


A short trip in a hydrogen 
fuel cell vehicle 


The drive motor has been positioned 
coaxially with the gearbox for a more 
compact design, with an output in- 
creased by 15 kW. Overall, the power- 
plant is 180 kg lighter than that of the 
current FCX and about 40 percent small- 
erin volume. 

Its vertical flow design allows gravity 
to assist in discharging the water that is 
produced, resulting in a major im- 

AB drainage, a key to a 
high-efficiency fuel 
stack performance. 
For this reason, it 
now has stable 
power generation 
under a broad 
range of condi- 
tions, and higher 
output from a 
smaller package. 


Durable 

To complete the 
environment- 
friendly theme, in- 
side, the seat upholstery and door linings 
are made of plant-based materials from 
Honda's Bio Fabric, which is also claimed 
to be durable and resistant to sunlight 
damage. 

Other improvements from the current 
model are its shift-by-wire and a newly, 
designed instrument panel with easy-to- 
read display of the hydrogen fuel con- 
sumption. This new model is set for re- 
lease in 2008 (but not yet in the Philip- 
pines, sigh). 

Tessa R. Salazar 


provement in water | 


THIS car-to-car crash test facility 
shows us why the Japanese don't 
shout ‘banzai!’ when driving. 


E-mail: pr. motoringGiinquirer.com.ph 


Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


center that Honda built in 2000. 

Here, scribes were able to witness an ac- 
tual head-on collision between a CR-V and 
an Accord (complete with crash test dum- 
mies) at 60 kph. Ugh! Even for crash-test 
dummies, the postcrash details are quite 
gory but suffice to say, based on the tests, 
the occupants will survive albeit with some 
injuries. One crash was enough, though. 
The facility also conducts collision tests be- 
tween vehicles at various angles, in addi- 
tion to fixed barrier tests. 


Crash dummy 

Honda has even developed a pedestrian 
crash dummy that reproduces the kinetics 
of the human body during car-to-pedestri- 
an collisions to identify the parts of the car 
body mostoften involved in the infliction of 
injuries. 

And we have to thank this hapless dum- 
my for making it possible for the carmaker 
to introduce recent safety designs such as 
the pop-up hood and the pedestrian injury 
reduction body to reduce head injuries dur- 
ing collisions. 

‘Actuators "pop up” the rear portion of the 
engine hood at approximately 10 cm when 
three sensors located in the front bumper and 
a vehicle speed sensor determine a collision 
with a pedestrian has occurred. This provides 
a space between the rigid engine components 
and the hood, reducing head injuries to 
pedestrians. Again, this technology had been 
first incorporated in the Legend that is being. 
sold in Europe. 


Bikers’ airbags 

Motorcyclists plunging face first into 
airbags? Sounds loony, but it may help save 
countless lives. And yes, Honda is taking 
this seriously and has developed the 
world's first airbag system for mass produc- 
tion in motorcycles, and can help lessen the 
severity of head injuries caused by motor- 
cycle frontal collisions. 

Airbag-equipped motorcycles have been 
on sale in the United States since Septem- 
ber 2006, in Europe in October 2006 and in 
Japan in June 2007. 


pem 
famem 


Calli 


uto Loan 


a jeans wa 
Miu 


Бас 

Fast Lane 
pd your way to the fast lane for a minimum 

“of 10% downpayment and up to 72 months to pay. 


Drive Thru China Bank AutoPlus 
isa more affordable and convenient way 
w to get your hands behind the wheels. 
For inquiries, please call or visit oúr China Bank branches 


885, 53 


353 
a 


ze. 
AA” 


Артоа mvmber of Ж H EYA a ‘success: meum our r business 
PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
| Banlat | Ditis need o a dancer 
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Text and photos 
by Charles E. Buban 


F ANTIDRUNK-DRIVING MES- 
ages are not convincing 
enough and authorities have 
too little manpower and not 
enough infrastructure to catch ev- 
ery drunk driver on the road, then 
this combination of technologies 
that Nissan will soon put on its cars 
should probably do it. 

Imagine a car that won't run the moment 
its sensors detect high amount of alcohol in 
the driver's perspiration or whose seatbelt 
that tightens up in order to jolt its drowsy 
driver back into consciousness. 

"Thecaris part of an ongoing Nissan pro- 
gram for the prevention of drunk driving 
and was developed as an exploratory plat- 
form to showcase breakthrough technolo- 
gies that could potentially be applied to 
Nissan’s future production cars,” informed 
Kazuhiro Doi, GM of Nissan's Technology 
Marketing Department. 

Doi added that among the reasons for 
this program is the carmaker's aim to halve 
(in Japan) the number of traffic fatalities or 
serious injuries involving a Nissan vehicle 
by 2015 compared with the level in 1995. 

According to Japan's statistics, there are 
1,391 reported cases of fatalities caused by 
drunk driving in 1995. 


Equipped a Fuga 
То show how these technologies work, 
Nissan equipped its Fuga luxury sedan. 
The only notable differences this Fuga 
has when compared to its production mod- 


New Chevrolet Optra ... 
new look, more charm 


ME CHEVROLET'S ATTRACTIVE, SPORTY 
ўпа outstanding 1.6 Optra Sedan and 
"Wagon have been upgraded with a fresh 

look and equipped with new features to 
give it more sophistication on the road. 

The Chevrolet Optra exudes a fusion of 
versatility and style and sports a more 
dynamic and more striking exterior with 
its newly sculpted features with its new 
facelift, giving it a look that’s more mod- 
ern.and sporty. The Chevrolet Optra's 
new look includes a sleeker headlamp 
and 15" alloy wheel design with im- 
proved chrome grille and chrome inserts 
оп its side protector moldings. This chic 
machine also sports power-side mirrors 
with stylish side-turn signals, a new cir- 
cular foglamp design and grip-type door 
handles. 


Luxurious features 

The interior of the Chevrolet Optra 
Sedan and Wagon also offers luxurious 
features, with comfort and convenience 
in mind. It is beautifully crafted with a 
superb steering wheel with power steer- 
ing function, mounted stereo. controls, 
multitude of compartments, vanity mir- 
rors with cover, immobilizer, power win- 
dows and power adjustable side mirrors. 
Tt also has 60/40 rear seat split with cen- 
ter armrest and cupholders, storage ar- 
eas, cooled glove box, new side door pan- 
els, and a 2-DIN stereo with radio, 6-disc 


and consume less fuel too. 


‘THE PRICE OF OIL IS AT ITS HIGH- 
est, so how do you save on gas? 

All-Filipino company Seaoil Philip- 
pines has these tips: 

* Plan every trip, combining er- 
rands if you can. Short trips taken 
from a cold start use twice as much fu- 
el as a longer multipurpose trip that. 
covers the same distance when the 
engine is warm. 

* Avoid pealchour rush. You 
spend less time getting stuck in traffic. 


driving if your destination is within 
walking distance. Not only do you 
save on fuel, it is a good form of exer- 
cise too. 


drive with your friends or colleagues. 
‘This way you save on gas and mainte- 
nance costs. 


and wheel alignment. More power is 
required to overcome underinflated — * 


el counterpart are the tiny camera located 
on the instrument panel (behind the steer- 
ing wheel) and the tube-like alcohol odor 
sensors located in the front seats (protrud- 
ing behind the driver's neck). 

The rest of the sensors are discreetly hid- 
den from view. 

In fact, there are three more sensors in- 
side the car: one in front passenger seat, an- 
other in the center rear seat and third, built. 
in to the gear shift knob. 

Unlike the other sensors that detect alco- 
hol in the cabin air, the one located in the 
gear shift detect the presence of alcohol in 
the perspiration of the driver's palm as he 
or she attempts to start operating the car. 

“When the alcohollevel detected is 
above the predetermined threshold, the 


~ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


RAOTORING 


are so drunk even 


WITH SEVERAL 
alcohol odor sensors 
(seen here behind 
the driver’s neck), 
the car could now 
decide whether the 
driver is fit to get 
behind the wheel. 


OPTRA Sedan 

CD / MP3 player with an auxiliary (AUX) 
port for connecting other external gadgets 
such as iPod. 

Driving experience and safety are the 
two most important features of the Chevro- 
let Optra. This upgrade doesn't diminish in 
any way the advantages of this vehicle that 
has made it popular in the first place, such 
as its Total Noise Reduction System which 
gives it a quiet ride. 

Power comes from a 1.6 L4-cylinder DO- 
HC 16-valve engine that generates 110 PS 
and a maximum torque of 150 Nm. The 
Chevrolet Optra Sedan and Wagon use 40 
percent stronger sheet metal for a quieter, 
safer interior for driver and passengers. 
They also feature the unique Euro-Ride 


Serena. 


THIS Fuga's 
strument panel has 
one special addition: 
a small camera that 
detects the driver's 
state of sobriety. 
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system automatically locks the transmis- 
sion, immobilizing the car,” Doisaid. 


Voice warning 

There is also a voice warning as well as 
message alert—via the car's navigation 
system—that tells the occupant about the 
presence of high alcohol content in the 
cabin air and in the perspiration of the 
driver. 

These sensors work in tandem with the 
camera, which is actually part of a facial 
recognition system that is calibrated to 
monitor the drivers state of consciousness 
through the blinking of the eyes. 

When the system detects signs of drow: 
ness, a voice and message alert is also trig- 
gered via the navigation system. 

This system is also connected to the seat- 
belt mechanism, which when activated, 
will tighten up to jolt the driver back into 
consciousness. 


Steering behavior 

As if these sensors were not enough, the 
car is also equipped with a monitor that 
checks the driver's steering behavior. 

Ifthe car veers away the lane or of the car 
is already zigzagging the road, voice and 
message alerts are issued via the navigation 
system. 

If the warnings are still being ignored, 
the саге seatbelt will also tighten to get the 
driver's attention. 

“Indeed, Nissan is taking holistic ap- 
proach toward safety that extends beyond 
the technology built into its vehicles. With 
some more finetuning, expect these tech- 
nologies in all future Nissan models," Doi 
said. 


The new Nissan Serena 
now in showrooms 


NISSAN MOTOR PHILIPPINES 
Inc. reestablishes its presence in 
the high-end van segment with 
the release of the new Nissan 
Starting the second 
week of November, customers 
will be invited to step into the 


sic architecture. 

The exterior of the Serena ге- 
tains its sharp yet simple silhou- 
ette as the redesigned front and 
rear bumpers express both “lux- 

“шу” and “performance” in per- 
fect balance. 


good life and experience the 


new Serena at the Nissan deal- 
erships in Metro Manila. These 
dealerships are Mantrade De- 
velopment Corp., Nissan Mani- 
la Inc., Nissan Gallery Ortigas, 
Nissan Gallery Quezon Avenue, 
Nissan United Nations Avenue, 
Nissan North Edsa, 
Westgate Alabang, Nissan Shaw 
Center Mandaluyong and Nis- 


san Southwoods. 


‘Tuning Suspension, the secret behind the 
cars superb handling in all road condi- 
tions. L 


Advanced safety features 

The Chevrolet Optra Sedan and Wag- 
on's advanced safety features like dual 
airbags, standard ABS (antilock brake 
system) and 4-wheel disc brakes guaran- 
tee maximum protection as you cruise 
through the streets of the bustling metro 
or serene suburbs. 

The Chevrolet Optra has been one of 
the most popular sedans in the market 
for the past four years and has been one 
of Chevrolers best selling vehicle. It 
ranks high in product quality and con- 
sumers' trustworthiness and now, most 
importantly, improvements have been in- 
cluded without adding a whole lot to the 
price—more features and value-added 
benefits. 

Enjoy your choices of the new Chevro- 


"let Optra Sedan and Wagon. 


Optra Sedan 1.6LS manualis priced at 
P759,000 while Optra Sedan 1.6 LS au- 
tomatic costs P799,000. Optra Wagon 
1.6 LS manual costs P829,000 while Op- 
tra Wagon 1.6 LS automatic is priced at 
P869,000. 


Themed as “A good life at the 
beach," loads of exiting prizes 
and activities are in store for the. 
whole family. 


Interior, exterior 


Designed to exemplify today's 
modern lifestyle, the new Serena 
offers uncompromising luxury 
comfort and versatility to meet 
the needs of the driver and pas- 
senger alike. Merging the conve- 
nience of modem technology 
with a slice of old world charm, 
the new Serena's roomy interior 
exemplifies a contemporary liv- 
ing space while its elegantly 
crafted wood fascia hints of clas- 


Reintroduction 

"We are pleased to reintro- 
duce the Nissan Serena to the 
Philippine market. This dynam- 
ic and versatile addition to the 
NMPI lineup offers the conve- 
nience of a van and the perfor- 
mance and handling of a pas- 
senger car," says Steven Hu, as- 
sistant vice president of Sales 
and Marketing at NMPI. 

"The roominess and flexibili- 
ty of the new Serena fits the ac- 
tive lifestyle of the modern Fil- 
ipino family,” Hu adds. 

The new Serena character- 
izes the active and modern 
lifestyle of today. Its sophistica- 
tion and versatility adapts per- 
fectly to any destination or ad- 
venture for the road ahead. 

NMPI will release two vari- 
ants of the Serena, a 250L Luxu- 
ry model and a 250Е Elegance 
model, made available in four 
appealing exterior colors. Test 
drive the new Nissan Serena 
and experience the luxury and 
comfort at your fingertips. 


Nissan 


THE NEW Nissan Serena: the modern lifestyle van 


How to save gas 


* Walk all short distances. Avoid 


* Try carpooling. Take turns to 


* Check for proper tire pressure 


tires and improper alignment, and 
this in turn wastes fuel. 

* Keep your engine properly 
tuned and regularly replace your 
air filter. Replacing a clogged air filter. 
can improve your car fuel mileage 
and keeps impurities from damaging 
your car engine. 

* Load up at night and tighten up 
your fuel cap. Gasoline evaporates in 
hot weather and from your fuel tank if 
the cap is loose. 

Drive smoothly. Accelerate 


hard stops. 


make you safe. 


gently, brake gradually and avoid 

driving 
wastes fuel. Sensible driving does 
not only save you money but also 


Aggressive 


* Ifyou are thinking of buying or 
changing to a new vehicle, select a 
more fuel-efficient vehicle that will 
meet your needs. Older vehicles, big 
SUVs (sport utility vehicles) and 
those with six or eight cylinders con- 
sume more fuel so know what you're 


"Finally, gas up at Seaoil. Seaoil 
has the most value-for-money gaso- | 
line and diesel in the market today. 
Its G5 Extreme, for instance, has a 
high octane rating yet is sold at a 
cheaper price compared to other 
brands. For diesel buyers, Seaoil's | 
Loyal Biyahero discount lane is open | 
to all cars and not just to public utili- 
ty vehicles. And Seaoil's pumps are 
calibrated daily to ensure accuracy. 
So if you-want to get more value 
from you fuel, go to Seaoil today. 


THE INEVITABLE CAME TO MY 
garage late last Tuesday in the form of 
a charcoal gray, four-door hatch. The 
nondescript car mutely crept up the in- 
cline of the driveway and powered 
down in almost complete silence; such 
а voiceless way to announce an arrival 
of such significance. I stared at it for a 
while, trying to grasp the gravity and 
consequence of this automobile. And 
in the quiet darkness of the garage, I 
could swear all the other cars were 
staring too. 

This is a car that for all intents and 
purposes, spells the 
obsolescence of al- 
most every other car 
on Philippine roads 
today. Over a million 
units of this very 
model and its simi- 
larly powered 
brethren inconspicu- 
ously ply roads 
around the globe, 
leaving in thei wake 
reduced fuel con- 
sumption and some 
of the lowest motor 
vehicle carbon emis- 
sions ever. The hy- 
brids have landed 
and the 2007 Toyota 
Prius is at the tip of 
the spear. 


2 


Old news 

Hybrids and their 
symbioti petroleum 
and electric engines 
are old news in the 
rest of the world but 
only a handful of 
these cars are in the 
country Having al- 
ready tested hybrids 
at both Honda's 
Tochigi R&D and 
Toyota's Fuji Speed- 
way, one can only 
imagine my excite 
ment for a test drive 
in the Philippine set- 
ting. 

Your initial mo- 
ments in a Prius 
cockpit can bea little 
unnerving. First of 
all, there is no physi- 
cal key to speak of, 
just а plastic 
transponder Фаг 
goes into a slot on 
the dashboard. Next 
is the start button 
one presses to bring 
the electrical and en- 
gine systems to life, 

à process that is un- 

cannily sient and 
uneventful. It is in 

fact easy to forget 

the Prius is on at all, Ф 
astheelectricengine MM 
does not have the 
usual violent igni- 
tion process of tradi- 
tional powerplants. 


Info center 

Secondary sys- 
tems such as the air 
conditioning and the 
audio are accessed 
primarily through a 
centrally | located 
screen with touch in- 
terface. This colored 
monitor also serves 
as your information 
center regarding the 
status of each of the 
vehicles engines, 
the massive 168- 
bank NiMH (nickel 
metal hydride) bat- 
tery, trip information 
and estimated fuel 
efficiency 

Placing the dash 
, mounted shift lever 
in gear gets the hy- 
brid moving and 
things only get bet- 
ter When the car 
takes to the road. 
While some will 
think that the need 
for fuel efficiency 
and dramatic emis- 
sion reduction take 
the punch out of this 
car, two minutes in 
this car will make 
you think twice 
about such an as- 
sessment. 

Acceleration with 


conviction comes 0818/0810 


from the massive 400 Nm of torque 
available to the electric motor from the 
very bottom of the rpm band. Think of 
direct drive electric motors found on 
battery-powered — remote-controlled 
cars and you will begin to understand 
the off the line acceleration of this Prius. 
Notable too is the way that the two mo- 
tors seamlessly integrate with each oth- 
ex, handing off powering duties in a 
manner that is almost indiscernible to 
the driver 

Road feel and traction are generally 
similar to other passenger automobiles 
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THE2008 
TOYOTA 
Prius hybrid 
insiverpine , 
micaand — | 
superwhite, ^ 


MY DRIFT 


Andre Palma 


with the exception of a sensation of 
weight that lends an air of stability to 
the Prius, especially at speed. At some- 
where around the century and a half- 
speed mark, this hybrid is comfortably 
planted and feels like it could keep go- 


*5.STAR SAFETY RATING FOR ALL SEATING POSITIONS IN THE LATEST 
FRONTAL AND SIDE IMPACT CRASH TEST BY THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION'S NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION 
(NHTSA). v 
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“BEST VALUE 4X4 AWARDED BY PLANET 4X4 (UK) BESTING COMPETITION 
IN SUCH AREAS AS PACKAGING, PRACTICALITY, PERFORMANCE, DYNAMICS 
AS WELL AS GENERAL APPEAL (2006) 


un 


“BEST ІМ CLASS AWARDED BY J.D. POWER IN THE 2005 AUTOMOTIVE 
PERFORMANCE, EXECUTION AND LAYOUT (APEAL) STUDY. 


SPRPOITAGE аха 


MORE POWER, MORE MILEAGE, MORE SAVINGS 


Tomorrow's car right here right now 


ing all day. The funny thing is that it 
probably could. 


Fuel efficiency 

While manufacturer-supplied fuel-ef- 
ficiency numbers are often too incredi- 
ble to believe, this particular car's actual 
Consumption makes one think twice 
about being too critical. Despite over 
450 kilometers of standstill traffic and 
rocketing, flat-out on empty toll roads, 
the fuel indicator shows that a little 
more than three fourths tank remains. 
That, ladies and gentlemen, spells fuel 


efficiency in any language. Gi 
driving pleasure can be had after all. 

Capturing the automotive spirit of 
this remarkable little Toyota has honest- 
ly been difficult because of all the over- 
whelming innovation. So it must be 
boiled down to its basics so to speak. 
Underneath all the gadgets and gim- 
micky, cars are all about the driving ex- 
perience. And at the end of the day, 
some things about the Prius just make 
you want to drive it over and over and 
over again. That's what separates great 
cars from the good ones. 
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DIESEL ENGINE 
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Evo X an exciting 
ride and drive 


NEVER EAT A FULL MEAL BE- — —  — wai speed Twin Clutch 
fore you board a Lancer Evolu- ON THE SST (Sequential 
tion X with a Mitsubishi Motors Sportshift Transmis- 
Corp. test driver at the wheel. ROAD sion) has three shift 
This was what we learned dur- ( modes: Normal, which 
ing the handling demo orga- upshifts early for fuel economy; 
nized by MMC at a handling test н Sport, which holds gears longer 
track after lunch and a tour of and delivers quicker shifts; and 
ММС Okazaki, Nagoya plant. haps the Evo X itself did, іп a. S-Sport mode, which holds gears 
Prior to the handling demo, manner of speaking. We noticed much longer, downshifts more 
wewereallowedtotaketheEvo that the new 2.01йег 4Bll aggressively and changes gears 
X for a brief test drive. The four Mivec (Mitsubishi Innovative vigorously. Dual-clutch technolo- 
motoring journalists from the Valve timing Electronic Control 8% Which heretofore was only of- 
Philippines (with this columnist system) engine with aluminum fered by Audi, changes gears 
as the only female) were divid- cylinder block and twin scroll faster and more smoothly than a 
ed into pairs and took tums tarbocharger was revving by it- Jerky _single-clutch sequential 
driving the 2008 Lancer and the . self as if to protest the placid manual. 
Evo X one lap each around paceanddaringustomakemax Ол the track, the Evo X 
MMC'soval test track in Okaza- use of its capability. reached 120 kph almost immedi- 
ki. We also got to drive the i- ately and seemed eager to go 
MiEV (Mitsubishi innovative Shift modes faster but the presence of the 
Electric Vehicle) around а Could itbe because ofthe shift MMC engineer in the back seat 
slalom course on a smaller test mode we were in? The Evo X's 6- made me lift my foot off the ac- 
track. 
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‘THE LANCER Evolution X 
offers bar-raising 
performance. 
PHOTOS BY ADA SLA MENDOZA 
run at breakneck speed on a ral- 
ly-like test course. It was the 


d most exciting ride of my life 


ha 


Whoa! Tara HESS = €À 


Test-driving the high-perfor- 
mance turbocharged AWD сіне "ber. die needle 


2008 Lancer Evo, one of the 10 : reached 150 kph. Although MMC 
fastest cars in the world, was to = has not yet announced the en- 


be the highlight of our sojourn ine specs and top speed, the US 
to Japan for the 40th Tokyo Mo- ^ Ee are gos to be 295 
tor Show. But whoa! We were hp/6500 rpm and 300 Ib- 


told to limit driving speeds to 8/4000 rpm max torque. The 
120 kph. And to make sure that aluminum block, the first ever in 


we observed the speed limit, a an Evo since the model's 1992 
Japanese MMC engineer sat іп THE2008 Lancer, a debut, reduces the engines 


the back seat each time out. tnaro sedate version weight by 28 Ib and not onl} 
у ly re- 
We did not protest, but per- ofthe EvoX Sus in improved fuel efficiency, 


The Power of Dreams 


The 4" 
asáa 


Motorcycle 


Technician Skills Contest 


October 24, 2007 Honda Philippines Inc. 


Congra tala 
Honda Technicians 


TEA PHILIPPINES = 


bri aces 


E 


Y 


Mitzheval Condino 
2007 National MC Skills Contest 
“Champion 


POWERCYCLE, INC. 


“Blas Dimaano" 
2006 National MC Skills Contest 
Champion ` 
STAR HONDA, INC. 


GOLD AWARD, 
GRAND PRIZE WINNER 
/ACEXRERIE PAID. TRIP FORTWO (4) TO JAPAN. 


Team Philippines was named as the Grand Champion in the recently concluded 4th Asia Motorcycle Technician Skills 
Contest conducted by Honda Motor Co. and Asian Honda. Filipino technicians representing Honda Philippines bested 7 
other Asian countries In this prestigious biennial event namely- Korea, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan, Thailand and 
Vietnam. After topping the theoretical and practical skills categories, Team Philippines received the highest honor of the 

competition -the Gold Award, proving that Honda Phils. Technicians are truly world class. 

€ 

Asa, 
ipgotorcycle, 


tf 
wm 


Team Vietnam (1st Runner Шр) ' — Theoretical Examination Practical Examination · Team Indonesia (2nd Runner Up) 
with Mr. Shigeru Yamada with Mr. Reynaldo Gener 
Asian Honda Exec. Coordinator HPI VP 


“AT THE WHEEL of a right-hand-drive Evo X” 


it also helps lower the car's center 
of gravity and thereby increases 
its stability on the road. 


All-wheel control 

The new Evo is taller and 
wider than the 2006 Evo IX and 
has a wider track and wheel- 
base. Its platform, the same as 
the normally aspirated 2008 
Lancer and the Outlander SUV, 
is more rigid in torsion than the 
outgoing Evo, which translates 
into faster cornering speeds. To- 
gether with S-AWC (Super All- 
Wheel Control), the stiffer chas- 
sis guarantees more agility with 
more grip and traction. S-AWC 
integrates drive-torque distri- 
bution, braking (Brembo brakes 
on 18-inch Enkel wheels) and 
the rear differential's active yaw 
control to influence the cars 
cornering performance. 

Active Stability Control 
(ASC), Mitsubishi's new elec- 
tronic safety system, can be 
switched off in the Evo X for 
track usage. I forgot to ask the 
MMC test driver whether he 
switched off the ASC before he 
took us on that handling demo 


since it was the first time I was 
buffeted by G-forces so many 
times. I sat in the front Recaro 
seat with my crash helmet al- 
most coming off as the Evo X; 
with superb self-assurance, 
rocketed up and down the han: 
dling track two times. 


Redline 

On the first lap, the MMC 
driver used the center console's 
automatic transmission; on the 
second lap, the manual trans- 
mission's steering column- 
mounted paddle shifters. Al- 
though I was unable to read the 
speedometer because of th 
roller coaster ride, I managed t 
see the tach needle often swing 
ing close to the red line. All; 
throughout while it was bein 
flung around, the Evo X re 
tained its composure and felt 
utterly safe and capable. 

At the end of the Evo X's han- 
dling run, those seated in the 
back felt so dizzy and nauseous 
that they chose not to join the 
off-road demo of the Delica D:S. 
It was then that we realized the 
wisdom of not having a full 
meal before a handling demo of 
the Evo X. Nonetheless, the de- 
mo proved that Mitsubishi's 
cutting-edge technolo- 
gies—4B11 MIVEC aluminum 
engine, twin scroll turbocharg- 
er, Twin Clutch SST, S-AWC, ac- 
tive yaw control and 
ASC—work together smoothly 
to make the Lancer Evolution X 
the best rally-bred sport sedan 
ever produced yet. 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICK- 
ER: My other car is a bicycle. 


TRANSPORT TRIVIA 


) 


compressed natural gas (CNG) 


TWO WEEKS AGO THE 
first fleet of "clean" buses has. 
started rolling on the roads of 
Metro Manila. Dubbed as the 
“Hapi Bus,” the flamboyantly 
painted vehicles have started 
plying Manila/Cubao to 
Batangas/Laguna routes. 

So what is the "IT" in these 
buses? 

The buses run on com- 
pressed natural gas (CNG) 
supplied by the Philippines" 
own gas fields off Palawan. 
CNG is indigenous to the 
country extracted from the 
Malampaya gas fields and 
transported via a pipeline to 
Batangas. 

According to con- 
sumerenergycenter.org, 
compared to gasoline, com- 
pressed natural gas (CNG) is 
cleaner, less expensive, and 
generally comes from do- 
mestic reserves. 

The CNG, unknown to 
many, is a clear, odorless and 
noncorrosive gas. It is made 
by compressing natural gas 
(which is mainly composed 
by methane (CH4), ranging 
from 70 to 98 percent). Most. 
natural gas comes from three 


By Emman Cena 


THE ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY ‘Hapi Bus’ that runs on 


meoo | 


Of CNG, Hapi Bus 
anda pollution-free road 


types of wells: natural gas- 
and-condensate wells, oil 
wells and coal bed methane 
wells. 

But what are the draw- 
backs of using CNG? 

A series of tests done re- 
vealed that those vehicles 
run on CNG require a 
greatér amount of space for 
fuel storage than conven- 
tional gasoline powered ve- 
hides. Since it is a com- 
pressed gas, instead of a liq- 
uid-like gasoline, CNG takes 
up more space. This makes it 
difficult to design smaller 
vehicles. 

CNG involves technology 
used in countries such as the 
United States, France, Ar- 
gentina, India and Pakistan. 
Due to skyrocketing fuel 
prices around the .world, 
compressed natural gas has 
been used in light-duty pas- 
senger vehicles and pickup 
trucks, medium-duty delivery 
trucks, and in transit and 
school buses. 

For the record, CNG has 
been made mandatory for all 
public transport in the city of 
New Delhi in India. 
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f This week we give youa ^ 
с crash course on 

| wakeboarding. Be inspired 
1 bythe pros who ruled the 

« boards at the 2nd 

i: Philippine Cable 

ti Wakeboard Nationals 


) Competition, speak 
k wakeboarding lingo with our 
| glossary, absorb tips from 


È CWC's resident pro and 


| 


{. check out some awesome 
|: lomographs from the 


member of LomoManila 
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Wakeboarding 
101 


| Wakeboarding: A surface water sport! 
developed from a combination of wa- | 
ter skiing, snow boarding and surfing “| 
techniques 

Cable wakeboarding: Refers to rid- 
ing at a cable park instead of behind a 
boat 

Cable park: A place where a series 
‘of tower-connected mechanical cables 
pulls the rider around the water CWC | 
and the older Lago de Oro in Calata- 
gan, Batangas are the only two cable 
parks in the Philippines. 
|". Wakeboard: The board à wake-" 
[iy boarder tides, usually between 1.2-1.5 
|. meters in length and a little more than. 
|. a foot wide. Bindings are attached on. 
the board to hold the rider's feet in 
Е. place.” 
|. :Wakeskating: A combination of 
lk: wakeboarding and skateboarding. Тһе 
board doesn’t have bindings and is 
|, usually smaller. 
Rider: another term for wakeboard- 


her d 
fr. Wake: The wave created behind the 
| boat which is used by a wakeboarder 
1. as jumping-off or slide-off point. 
|| Regular foot: Wakeboarders who 
Р ride with their left foot forward on 
their wakeboard 
Goofy foot: Wakeboarders who ride 
|| with their right foot forward 
||. Heelside: The side of the board 
À closest to the rider's heels. Most riders 
|| are more comfortable with this edge at 
|. the beginning. 
È "^ Toeside: The side of the board clos- 
3 est to the rider's toes Ж 
|.  Groms: Very young riders, usually «| 
|8 preteens'and younger 1 
| > Flip: In wakeboarding, it's used to de- 
fine a tip over tail upside down rotation. 
Invert: When the rider goes upside 
down while in the air 
Switch: Term for riding the board 
backwards from the riders normal 
stance 2 
|: '; Spin: When the rider and board ro- 
te around on a vertical axis 
Rail: A long rail made of metal, 
PVC, or wood used by a wakeboarder 
or wakeskater for sliding 
2 Grab: A trick done when the rider 
reaches down to the board and clasps, 
it with his or her hand while in the air 
| Raley-based trick: A series of tricks 
|| where the rider allows his or her body’ 
|. to extend backwards while the board 
catches air over the wake and lands on 
|. the opposite side of the wake р 
|; Trick: General term for the various 7) 
$ stunts done by riders on the surface of 
$ the water or in the air 
|; < Wipe out: When a rider falls: on a 
‘Wakeboard Ў 
1'Set: A wakeboarder taking his or 
| her turn on the water. Each time you 7 
| ride, you've "taken a set." wd 
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Mey retenta 


3 
Chief of Correspondents Pam Pastor. 


mier 
who gave wakeboarding a shot 
too. 

And because you can't spend all 
your time in the water, find out 
what else you can do at the CWC 
and where you can rest your 

| weary head when dry land 


comes calling. 
2bU! doesn't want you to just 
‘read. We want you to experience} 
how much fun Camarines Sur «^ 
can be, so we're giving away, 
weekend trips to CWC to five ; 
lucky readers, Ride on! 
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Avida 


Affordable living at its best 


visit www.avidaland.com $ 
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Get high on Hong Kong's shopping bargains, 
savor the heights of Singapore's myriad attractions 
or simply be on top of the world Down Under with 

AIG Credit Cards’ 
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PEPEE andae 


Use your AIG Credit Card for all your holiday shopping needs 
and get a chance to win an exciting travel package. 
Every Php1,000 charged to your card earns you 1 raffle entry. 
The more you use your card, the more chances of winning! 
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Promo Period: November 1, 2007 to January 15, 2008 


Travel prizes include roundtrip airfare, 4 days/3 nights hotel accommodations, 
pocket money and specified city tours for 4 persons. 


See flyers or call 683-8888 for details. 


Tho Philam Group of Companies offers you a tull range of financial services: 
Life and General Insurance » Property and Casualty Insurance * Health Care Management « Pre-Need 
Plans » Savings, Mortgage end Credit Cards • Mutual Funds + Property Development + Business Process 
Outsourcing * Bancassurance 


A Subsidiary of American International Group, Inc. (AIG) 
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Chief of Correspondents Pam Pastor 


who gave wakeboarding a shot 
too. 


And because you can't spend all 


your time in the water, find out 


what else you can do at the CWC 


and where you can rest your 
weary head when dry land 


comes calling. 

2bU! doesn't want you to just 
read. We want you to experience 
how much fun Camarines Sur 
can be, so we're giving away 
weekend trips to CWC to five 
lucky readers. Ride on! 
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Wakeboarding: A surface water sport 
developed from a combination of wa- 
‘ter skiing, snow boarding and surfing 
techniques 

Cable wakeboarding: Refers to rid- 
ing at a cable park instead of behind a 
boat 

Cable park: A place where a series 
of tower-connected mechanical cables 
pulls the rider around the water. CWC 
and the older Lago de Oro in Calata- 
gan, Batangas are the only two cable 
parks in the Philippines. 

Wakeboard: The board a wake- 
boarder rides, usually between 1.2-1.5 
meters in length and a little more than 
a foot wide. Bindings are attached on 
the board to hold the rider's feet in 
place. 

Wakeskating: A combination of 
wakeboarding and skateboarding. The 
board doesn't have bindings and is 
usually smaller. 

Rider: another term for wakeboard- 
er 

Wake: The wave created behind the 
boat which is used by a wakeboarder 
as jumping-off or slide-off point 

Regular foot: Wakeboarders who 
ride with their left foot forward on 
their wakeboard 

Goofy foot: Wakeboarders who tide 
with their right foot forward 

Heelside: The side of the board 
closest to the rider's heels. Most riders 5 
are more comfortable with this edge at wn wp wit KING 
the beginning. 

Toeside: The side of the board clos- ~ 
estto the rider's toes 

Groms: Very young riders, usually 
preteens and younger 

Flip: In wakeboarding, it's used to de- 
fine a tip over tail upside down rotation. 

Invert: When the rider goes upside 
down while in the air 

Switch: Term for riding the board 
backwards from the riders normal 
stance 

Spin: When the rider and board ro- 

state around on a vertical axis 

Rail: A long rail made of metal, 
PVC, or wood used by a wakeboarder 
or wakeskater for sliding 

Grab: A trick done when the rider 
reaches down to the board and clasps 
itwith his or her hand while in the air Er icy 

Raley-based trick: A series of tricks A eS X 
where the rider allows his or her body ft ain he 
to extend backwards while the board 
catches air over the wake and lands on 
the opposite side of the wake 

‘Trick: General term for the various 
stunts done by riders on the surface of 
the water or in the air 

Wipe out: When a rider falls on a 
wakeboard 

Set: А wakeboarder taking his or a full range of 
her turn on the water. Each time you c Zo 2 

A Sub 


or simply be on top of the world Down Under with 
AIG Credit Cards’ 


Use your AIG Credit Card for all your holiday shopping needs 
and get a chance to win an exciting travel package. 
Every Php1,000 charged to your card earns you 1 raffle entry. 
The more you use your card, the more chances of winning! 


PhilAfa 


Promo Period: November 1, 2007 to January 15, 2008 


Travel prizes include roundirip airfare, 4 days/3 nights hotel accommodations, 
packet money ond specified city tours for 4 persons 


See flyers or call 683-8888 for details 
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Text and photos by Angela V. Ignacio 
ЗЫЛ Correspondent 


EEKEND' WARRIORS, UNITE! 
Despite the merciless onslaught of 
rain, wakeboarders and wakeskaters 

1 from all over the country pulled their best and 

j Most impressive ticks at the recent 2nd Philip- 

pine Cable Wakeboard Nationals Competition at 

5 the CamSur Watersports Complex (CWC). 

Ë — Riders were judged on the following criteria: 

È composition (45 percent), rails/slides (30 per- 

| cent) and air tricks (25 percent). Last year's Pro 

Men's Division champ Arthur King again 
ft reigned supreme while wife Martha ceded her 

F! Open Women's Division crown to "Amazing 

P- Race Asia 1"s Jeena Lopez. Publishing bigwig 

Ernie Lopez bagged the Veteran's Division title, 
|: and Ma. Josefa Feliza Ermita bested the other 

[ teen hopefuls for the Junior Women's trophy. 

I 'Refusing to be outdone, CamSur denizens 

[f proved their mettle against their Manila-based 

| rivals and emerged triumphant in half of the 

| categories. 

> Young Villafuerte scions Julio and Miguel 

|| placed first and second, respectively, in the Junior 

5 Men's Division, with brother Luigi topping the 

Groms Division. Sharing the spotlight were fellow 
| champs Januson Dy (Masters), Dennis Divinagra- 

Е cia (Open Wakeskate) and Kateleen Reyes (Girls), 

Jj who was the only rider in the entire competition 

f who garnered а score reaching the high nineties. 

|: Rene Imperial, the lone contender from Albay, 

; proudly took home the Men's Division trophy. 

В. After the competition, some of the hottest pro 

| “wakeboarders and wakeskaters from Australia 

| and the US flaunted their winning forms in an 

j| exhibition run. Capping off the three-day event 

|, were house parties, concerts and the Miss Earth 
t preliminary swimsuit competition. 


World's best 
The brainchild of Camarines Sur governor 
and Philippine Water Ski and Wakeboarding 
Federation (PWWP) president Luis “Жау” Villa- 
bi fuerte, Jr, CWC opened just last year but is al- 
ready considered the world's best cable park. 
"There are six towers instead ofthe usual four 
or five, so there are more corners to do tricks," 
said US wakeskate champion Brian Grubb, who 
was one of the special guests invited by Villa- 
fuerte to do exhibitions for the event. 
The complex also includes amenities you 
Í won't find in any other continent—luxury villas, 
cottages, recreational areas, swimming pool, 
spa pavilions, skate and bike parks, you name it. 
Ger this: it even has its own Wi-Fi connection. If 
T this isn't the ultimate wakeboarders haven, 
| then we don't know whatis. 
It's no surprise, then, that CWC comes second 
|. only to Boracay in terms of tourist growth. And 
unlike other vacation hotspots, it holds the sole 
advantage of being accessible by land travel, 
|| which means you and your friends can just hop 
on a Bicol-bound bus instead of scrimping on 
your allowance for plane fare. Two words, kids: 
Road tripl 
As if that’s not enough to look forward to, 
plans for flights to and from Boracay are cur- 
rently in the works. "Here on weekdays, Bora on 
| weekends,” suggested Villafuerte, Now that's a 
wickedly enticing idea ... that is, if you have 
plenty of time (and money) to spare. 
But before you start thinking that its a mere 
playground for the rich and famous, the park rates 
| ll have you blinking in disbelief In the US, one 


usually pays about $24 per hour, while at CWC, 
anyone with around P200 in their pocket can en- 
joy an hour's worth of wakeboarding, equipment 
and basic instructions included. 

“The facility is world-class but very afford- 
able,” said Villafuerte. You don't even have to 
own a board; all you have to do is go there and 
rent to your heart's content. This obviously de. 
bunks the notion that wakeboarding is а 

“conyo” sport, doesn't it? 


Young sport 

If you're one of those people who don't know 
what wakeboarding is, don't fret---after all, it's a 
relatively new sport. In fact, it's so young that 
there are tricks the riders themselves don't even 
have names for yet (Commentator: “He's going 
for it... and he nails it! Whoa, that trick was 
massivel! ...Uh, what is that trick?"). 

While seasoned riders’ acrobatics may make 
you think its much harder than it looks, the 
Sport is actually quite easy to learn—all you 
need to do is to practice, practice, practice. 

But if you're that scared of falling flat on your 
face on your first try, you can try kneeboarding 
first. The more daring ones can go for wakeskat- 
ing, which is basically wakeboarding without 
your feet strapped to the board. 

‘The question is, how safe is it? Very safe, the pros 
reassure. Your joints and palms might feel a bit sore 
afterwards from gripping the bar too hard or from 
the force of the tug, but you'll forget all about it 
once the euphoria of flying across the water sets in, 

In addition, riders normally wear helmets 
and life vests, so unless you attempt to do some 
crazy stunts without the proper gear and in- 
struction, chances of incurring major injuries 
are slim to none, 

Sure, your ego might get a little bruised from 
wiping out more often than you'd like, but no- 
body cares—even the pros themselves still fall 
out of balance from time to time. 


Good exercise 

More and more Pinoys are getting hooked on 
wakeboarding, and for good reason. Aside from 
having a valid excuse to travel with your 
friends, the sport can also give your muscles a 
decent workout. 

“t's good exercise,” said Grubb, and two-time 
champ Arthur King agreed. “Wakeboarding is a 
progressive sport; it's like bodybuilding, but you 
also become faster and stronger." 

But the best thing about wakeboarding is that 
despite it being categorized as an extreme sport, 
its for anyone and everyone who simply wants to 
tryitout. Riders ages vary from as young as 3 years 
old to as young-at-heart as 76 years old—yup, you 
read that right. As for body build, it doesn't really 
matter if you're stocky or stick-thin. 

We Pinoys might be a little daunted by the 
towering Caucasian competitors, but taller 
doesn’t necessarily mean better. "Most of the 
riders in the US who are really good are below 
six feet tall,” said three-time Wakestock rail 
champion Keith Lidberg, whose height pretty 
much falls into that category. 

‘What's more, its not about competing with oth- 
ers; its all about having fun with your friends or 
family, even if you're not very good at it. 

"you tend to ride better in the right frame of 
mind, especially if you're riding with mates; if 
you're excited, you do well,” said Aussie-born 
CWC manager and Biggs endorser Reuben 
Buchanan, Plus, you can yell all the expletives 
you want underwater whenever you wipe out 
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Text and photos by Angela V. Ignacio 
2bU! Correspondent 


EEKEND WARRIORS, UNITE! 
Despite the merciless onslaught of 
rain, wakeboarders and wakeskaters 

from all over the country pulled their best and 

most impressive tricks at the recent 2nd Philip- 
pine Cable Wakeboard Nationals Competition at 
the CamSur Watersports Complex (CWC). 

Riders were judged on the following criteria: 
composition (45 percent), rails/slides (30 per- 
cent) and air tricks (25 percent). Last year's Pro 
Men's Division champ Arthur King again 
reigned supreme while wife Martha ceded her 
Open Women's Division crown to “Amazing 
Race Asia 1"s Jeena Lopez. Publishing bigwig 
Emie Lopez bagged the Veteran's Division title, 
and Ma. Josefa Feliza Ermita bested the other 
teen hopefuls for the Junior Women's trophy. 

Refusing to be outdone, CamSur denizens 
proved their mertle against their Manila-based 
rivals and emerged triumphant in half of the 
categories. 

Young Villafuerte scions Julio and Miguel 
placed first and second, respectively, in the Junior 
Men's Division, with brother Luigi topping the 
Groms Division. Sharing the spotlight were fellow 
champs Januson Dy (Masters), Dennis Divinagra- 
cia (Open Wakeskate) and Kareleen Reyes (Girls), 
who was the only rider in the entire competition 
who garnered a score reaching the high nineties. 
Rene Imperial, the lone contender from Albay, 
proudly took home the Men's Division trophy. 

After the competition, some of the hottest pro 
wakeboarders and wakeskaters from Australia 
and the US flaunted their winning forms in an 
exhibition run. Capping off the three-day event 
Were house parties, concerts and the Miss Earth 
preliminary swimsuit competition. 


World's best 

The brainchild of Camarines Sur governor 
and Philippine Water Ski and Wakeboarding 
Federation (PWWF) president Luis "LRay" Villa- 
fuerte, Jr, CWC opened just last year but is al- 
ready considered the world's best cable park. 

“There aresixtowers instead of the usual four 
or five, so there are more corners to do tricks,” 
said US wakeskate champion Brian Grubb, who 
‘was one of the special guests invited by Villa- 
fuerte to do exhibitions for the event. 

The complex also includes amenities you 
won't find in any other continent— luxury villas, 
cottages, recreational areas, swimming pool, 
spa pavilions, skate and bike parks, you name it. 
Get this: it even has its own Wi-Fi connection. If 
this isn't the ultimate wakeboarders haven, 
then we don't know what is. 

It’s no surprise, then, that CWC comes second 
only to Boracay in terms of tourist growth. And 
unlike other vacation hotspots, it holds the sole 
advantage of being accessible by land travel, 
which means you and your friends can just hop 
on a Bicol-bound bus instead of scrimping on 
your allowance for plane fare. Two words, kids: 
Road trip! 

As if that's not enough to look forward to, 
plans for flights to and from Boracay are cur- 
rently in the works, "Here on weekdays, Bora on 
weekends," suggested Villafuerte. Now that's a 
wickedly enticing idea ... that is, if you have 
plenty of time (and money) to spare. 

But before you start thinking that its a mere 
playground for the rich and famous, the park rates 
will have you blinking in disbelief. In the US, one 


usually pays about $24 per hour, while at CWC, 
anyone with around P200 in their pocket can en- 
joy an hour's worth of wakeboarding, equipment 
апа basic instructions included. 

"The facility is world-class but very afford- 
able," said Villafuerte. You don't even have to 
own a board: all you have to do is go there and 
rent to your heart's content. This obviously de- 
bunks the notion that wakeboarding is a 
“conyo” sport, doesn't it? 


Young sport 

If you're one of those people who don't know 
what wakeboarding is, don't fret—after all, it's a 
relatively new sport. In fact, it’s so young that 
there are tricks the riders themselves don't even 
have names for yet (Commentator: "He's going 
for it... and he nails it! Whoa, that trick was 
massive!! ...Uh, what is that trick?"). 

While seasoned riders' acrobatics may make 
you think its much harder than it looks, the 
Sport is actually quite easy to learn—all you 
need to dois to practice, practice, practice. 

But if you're that scared of falling flat on your 
face on your first try, you can try kneeboarding 
first. The more daring ones can go for wakeskat- 
ing, which is basically wakeboarding without 
your feet strapped to the board 

The question is, how safe is it? Very safe, the pros 
reassure. Your joints and palms might feel a bit sore. 
afterwards from gripping the bar too hard or from 
the force of the tug, but you'll forget all about it 
once the euphoria of flying across the water sets in. 

In addition, riders normally wear helmets 
and life vests, so unless you attempt to do some 
crazy stunts without the proper gear and in- 
struction, chances of incurring major injuries 
are slim to none. 

Sure, your ego might get a little bruised from 
wiping out more often than you'd like, but no- 
body cares—even the pros themselves still fall 
out of balance from time to time. 


Good exercise 

More and more Pinoys are getting hooked on 
wakeboarding, and for good reason. Aside from 
having a valid excuse to travel with your 
friends, the sport can also give your muscles a 
decent workout. 

"It's good exercise," said Grubb, and two-time 
champ Arthur King agreed. “Wakeboarding is a 
progressive sport; it's like bodybuilding, but you 
also become faster and stronger." 

But the best thing about wakeboarding is that 
despite it being categorized as an extreme sport, 
it's for anyone and everyone who simply wants to 
try itout. Riders ages vary from as young as 3 years 
old to as young-at-heart as 76 years old—yup, you 
read that right. As for body build, it doesn't really 
matter if you're stocky or stick-thin. 

We Pinoys might be a little daunted by the 
towering Caucasian competitors, but taller 
doesn't necessarily mean better. “Most of the 

lers in the US who are really good are below 
six feet tall" said three-time Wakestock rail 
champion Keith Lidberg, whose height pretty 
much falls into that category. 

What's more, its not about competing with oth- 
ers; its all about having fun with your friends ог 
family, even if you're not very good at it. 

“You tend to ride better in the right frame of 
mind, especially if you're riding with mates, if 
you're excited, you do well,” said Aussie-born 
CWC manager and Biggs endorser Reuben 
Buchanan. Plus, you can yell all the expletives 
you want underwater whenever you wipe out 
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and nobody will hear you. Just kidding. 


World host 

For those who want to catch the riders in ac- 
tion, CWC is set to play host to the 2008 WWA 
Wake Park World Championships, which is | 
scheduled on July 2-6, 2008, 

‘This year’s winners will have the chancé to 7 
show the world what Filipino riders are made 
of, and the pros are actually looking forward 
to it. “I think Filipino wakeskaters are very, |” 
very good,” said Grubb, 

Buchanan added his vote of confidence: 
“Tve been to a few world championships, but 
Gov, (Villafuerte) goes all out. 
year’s competition will be the best. 

7 а the meantime, if you're up for a major 
road trip with your buds, you might want to. 
mark CamSur on your road maps and preparé 
to experience what CWC proudly claims as 
“the ride of your life.” E 

“I challenge you to try it—it’s addictive,” 
said Villafuerte. The wrath of Mother Nature 

|-:might have prevented me from trying it out 
‘myself, but if anything, that (and the World 

| championships next year) gives me one darn 
good reason to come back, that's for sure, 


E-mail the author at avignacio@gmail.com 


—— 


DESTINATION: CAMSUR WATERSPORTS :, 
Complex (CWC) 
" Location: within the Provincial Capitol 


marines Sur routes are also available at the 
 Araneta Bus Terminal in Cubao. 4 
‘Accommodations: .Choose from af- 
fordable places like the EcoVillage or the 
Villa del Rey Containers, which are closer 
to the cable park, if you're on a budget. 
"rhe Mansion Suites and the Villa del Rey 


mnt more high-end accommodations. | 
Call the CWC Makati office at 
3175729 or visit www.camsurwater- 
sportscomplex,com. 
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and nobody will hear you. Just kidding. 
World host 


For those who want to catch the riders in ac- 
tion, CWC is set to play host to the 2008 WWA 
Wake Park World Championships, which is 
scheduled on July 2-6, 2008. 

This year's winners will have the chancé to 
show the world what Filipino riders are made 
of, and the pros are actually looking forward 
to it. “I think Filipino wakeskaters are very, 
very good,” said Grubb, 

Buchanan added his vote of confidence: 
“Tve been to a few world championships, but 
Gov (Villafuerte) goes all out. I think next 
year's competition will be the best.” 

In the meantime, if you're up for a major 
road trip with your buds, you might want to 
mark CamSur on your road maps and prepare 
to experience what CWC proudly claims as 
“the ride of your life." 

“I challenge you to пу it—it's addictive," 
said Villafuerte. The wrath of Mother Nature 
might have prevented me from trying it out 
myself, but if anything, that (and the World 
championships next year) gives me one darn 
good reason to come back, thar's for sure. 


E-mail the author at avignacio gmail.com. 


Getting 
there 


DESTINATION: CAMSUR WATERSPORTS 
Complex (CWC) 
Location: within the Provincial Capitol 
Complex in Pili, Camarines Sur, Bicol 
* Transportation: If you're traveling by 
lane, its less than an hours flight (Manila 
ip Naga or Manila to Legazpi). If you're up 
for a road trip, it's an 8-hour drive from 
Manila. Buses with daily Manila-Ca- 
marines Sur routes are also available at the 
Araneta Bus Terminal in Cubao. 
Accommodations: Choose from af- 
fordable places like the EcoVillage or the 
Villa del Rey Containers, which are closer 
о the cable park, if you're on a budget. 
“Тһе Mansion Suites and the Villa del Rey 
“Cabanas and Villas are for those who 
“want more high-end accommodations. 
“Call the CWC Makati office at 
8175729 or visit www.camsurwater- 
sportscomplex.com. 
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WC'S RESIDENT 
pro Reuben Buch 
г anan loves wake- 
: ^ boarding because, he says, 

THE MORE youpush , | « н Е 
youstitestronga | "Once youre out in the 
youwill get,” says ^ Water, you're free to ex- 
„Reuben Buchanan. / i press yourself. It feels nice 


liding across the water. 


Reuben has been wake- | 


think you have to be 
do it. You don't have to look 
strong, you don't have to be 


physically strong. The more || 


you push yourself, the 
WAKEBOARD] D2 


RISTMAS 15 А TIME OF ENCHANTMENT, 


“© A TIME OF MAGIC, 
A TIME-FOR JOY... 


CHRISTMAS IS "ТҰ: 


since 1952 


iPod Nano, 
yours for 
FREE! 


Get a BDO Gold 
MasterCard and 
get a FREE 
Apple iPod Nano 
4GB. 


Apply Now! Call 
631-8000 or 
1-800-10-6318000 
(Domestic Toll-Free) 
or visit the nearest 
BDO branch or 
BDO On-site outlet. 


See posters and flyers 
for details 

Promo pei 

October 2 

March 22, 2008. 

Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 
5260 Series of 2007. 
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By Marge Francia 
2001 Contributor 


VERY VIRGIN WAKEBOARDER 
knows the throbbing ache that ac- 
companies the very first tug of that 

cable. First, the neck and shoulder muscles 

become sore, with the pain gradually cas- 
cading to the arms. 

For me it's a sweet kind of pain, knowing 
Ive engaged in some extreme sport one 
way or another despite having lower-back 
problems. 

"The accommodations at CamSur Water- 
sports Complex (CWC) seem to have been 
purposely designed to nurse this post- 
‘wakeboarding ache, because it affords one 
the exquisite luxury of recouping strength 
for yet another wakeboarding (and drink- 
ing) session. 

For this lomotripping, my friends and 1 
got to stay in the Villa del Rey Trailer 
Homes, cute and colorful trailers of one or 
two bedrooms with a kitchenette, living 
room and a deck. They say Aga Muhlach 
prefers to stay here because it's nearest the 
‘wakeboarding area. 

The Cabanas, also near the wakeboard- 
ing area, are small native-inspired houses 
with doors that open up to the sunshine. 

Nature lovers, on the other hand, will 
love the Ecovillage because it holds the 
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country’s most diverse collection of local 
and exotic birds, as well as the country's 
best wetland display. There's also a man- 
made cave, and a fishpond where you can 
catch fish for your next meal. 

Now for the more “discriminating” 
guests, the Mansion Suites is a 15-bedroom 
hotel that was once used as a guest house 
for visiting dignitaries. Its use of wicker 
chairs and capiz givesita Filipiniana feel. 

If you want more privacy, stay at the Vil- 
las. This private Zen-like retreat has its own 
entrance, a garden and an outdoor hot tub. 
ideal for members of the Happy Hearts 
Club. The large swimming pool, upscale 
dining and spa make it the perfect venue 
for weddings and private parties. 

Staying at CWC was for me a most plea- 
surable experience. It may be because of 
these wonderful accommodations, the 
great food, the crazy adventures and the 
nice people here, but for sure it's also be- 
cause of the super wonderful company of 
these lomo loonies I call friends. 


Nt ded 


HERE'S 
so much 
more you 


can do at the 
CWC than just 
wakeboard. 
Hang out at the 
game room and 
play billiards or 
table tennis. Swim 
in the pool. Chill ас 
the cabanas. Roller- 
skate or skateboard 
at the rink. Visit the 
manmade cave. And 
our favorite—jump 
and do flips on the 
trampoline.: PP 
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JAKEBOARDING expert - 
Reuben Buchanan spends 
{ihis time teaching others to 
jaro is spore.: 7, у 


stronger you will get." 

Reuben also loves how wakeboarding 
has been bringing families together. His 
wife, who is half Filipino and half Kiwi, and 
their 4-year-old daughter Takiah Lanie are 
also big fans of the sport. “It's a whole 
lifestyle. It's a good clean lifestyle--that's 
how we want to keep it. The families come 
here and have fun. We make sure we're al- 
ways teaching new people, 
teaching everybody.” 

He says aspiring wakeboarders should | 


start with the knee board, to get afeelofthe |, 


cable first. “People don't realize how much 
fun a knee board can be. You can fly and 
spin and do heaps of crazy stuff.” 


that мете ааа 


Неге are tips from Reuben, 
for people who want 
to wakeboard like a pro: 


1. Watch what other people are doing. Try 
to understand how wakeboarding works 
first. 

2. Start with the knee board so you can 
figure out how to get around the corners. 
3. Always listen to the instructors, even if 
the instructor says something that 
sounds weird. If they say bend your 
knees, bend your knees. 

4. Don't stand up. You want to ride with 
your knees bent. Balance like it's a bal~ 
ance beam. 

5. Don't lean back. 

6. When you fall off, don't get stressed. 
Don't give up. Don't expect to get it on the 
first or second go. Expect that it might 
take 10 "gos." 

7. Ifyou can't get up one way, try another 
way. Ortry a different coach. 

8. You will keep learning, you will contin- 
ually get better. 

9. Just push yourself, take Itas extreme 
as you want. RUNE 
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EUBEN BUCHANAN UN- 
Rss» declares CWC as the 

best wakeboarding park in the 
world. “Gov. L-Ray Villafuerte has real- 
ly pushed the sport worldwide, and Pm 
not just saying this because Pm here. 
Nobody disputes it.” 

And it seems a lot of wakeboarding 
enthusiasts from around the world 
agree—they love the place so much 
that a lot of them have been led to 
leave behind their wakeboards but not 


scrawled on boards 


ONE of the wakeboards on display at the CWC clubhouse 


Wakeboarding 
enthusiasts 
from around 
the world love 
CamSur so 
much that 
they leave 
behind their 
boards 
scrawled 

with letters 
addressed to 
what they call 
‘the best place 
in the world’ 


MARGE FRANCIA 


from the Netherlands. 

Lior Sofer of Israel wrote, “Thanks. 
CWC you rock!" 

“CWC is the best playground in the 
world. Big boys love it!” wrote Daniel 
Fetz from Austria. 

Australia's Sam Shefe wrote, "CWC the 
greatest cable in the world. Had heaps of 
fun. Cya next year! Come South, Cam- 
Sur! 

Ashley Templeman from England 
agrees, "CWC rocks my world. 

“Thanks for the time of my life,” wrote 
Brad Federspiel, USA. 

Michael Blunk of the USA felt the same 
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weight? Isn't th 
obesity epidemic? 


Answer 


Neither carbonated soft 
drinks nor any other single 
type of food or beverage is re- 
sponsible for the problems of 
overweight and obesity. Ac- 
cording to the American Di- 
etetic Association, all foods 
and beverages can have a place 
in a well-balanced diet, as long 


Does daydreaming take up most of your 
time? While you're walking tothe office, or 
=| while browsing through a magazine, you 
2 often dream of having a life thats different 
| пот your own, Like living a tife filled with 
T| adventure. You imagine the pure rush of 

sliding down a mountain. You can almost 
feel the refreshing spray of the ocean on 
3| your face as you fly through air and sky. 

Woulda' ir be grear to be able to do that all 


Question 
Does drinking carbonated soft drinks make people gain 
one of the main causes of the current 


as you don't take in more ealo- 
ries than you burn. 

Carbonated soft drinks can 
help quench your thirst and 
help provide your body with 
its daily Nui 
should not be the only bever- 
age that people con 
sides basic hydration. carbon- 
ated soft drinks can also pro- 


In Step with Heaith 


needs, but they 


ime. Be- 


the time? What a life that would bet 

"Then reality hits you like a heavy back- 
pack. оше not on some adventure in a 
more island. That rush you feel going down is 
because youre riding down the elevator. And 
that spray? is actually your sweat, as the el- 
evator you're riding is extremely hor. You re- 
alize that no, youre not off to some holiday: 
youre at the office, facing a day of work. 

But who ever said having a job means 
never having some adventure in your life? 
Just ask Jason Luengo, one of the owners of 
extreme lifestyle brand Tribu, famous for 
their built-to-tast footwear Jason is living the 
life: working on the weekdays and playing 
different extreme sports on the weekends. 

“For me, physical activity is very impor- 
tant because it helps me fight stress,” 
shared Jason. “Being active also helps me 
to think bener and have a clearer mind. 1 
think that while you're working out your 
body, you're working out your mind too. 
Because not only do you get rid of stress, 
you also feel better, and you can get a lot of 

creative ideas. You're not irritable when 
you are active, you even feel happier 
because of endorphins (a hormone re- 
^* leased during physical activity that 
^; inducesa happy feeling).” 

Dont think that only successful 
people can get the time to do physi- 
‘cal activities. In fact, Jason shared 
that physical activity was also ex- 
tremely important when Tribu was 
Just staring out. "When the compa- 
ny wasn't stable yet, we had to face a 

lotof stress. From Monday-Friday, we 
worked hard at the factory. But during 


help control weight 
cluding ph: 


supplies energy necessary 
for daily activities, 
In studying the diets of 


have not determined that 
any specific food or bever- 
age is the root cause of 
weight problems. While a 
few studies have reported 
some association between 
sugar or soft drink con- 
sumption and weight gain, 
many others have not. For 
overweight people, redu 


will also help. In fact, to be 
physically fit you must cn- 
gage in physical exercise; 


people, scientists 
now available 


caloric levels 


rie 


by The Coc 


from any food 
source will 


+ Sigm 


choose the type of soft 
drink that best suits their 
tastes and calorie needs. 
carbonated soft drinks are 


low-calorie, reduced-calo- 
and regular-calorie. 
The variety of beverages 
and package sizes offered 
‘ola Compa- 
ny allows people to make 
the choices that are right 
for them - whether it is 
juice or juice beverage 
diet soft drinks, regular 


n-Grant MJ and 
Isich С. Reported use of 


before scrawling messages on them. Come and have the time of your life in Hong Kong. неме 
| Other wakebosrders wrote similar Way. "Best vacation of my life. Locals, Whether you're being mesmerized by the cty glistening nghtine sine or being 
Ц a by a gelany Sl choices in one of the Ds trendy shops, Hong Kong s sure t8 E: 
messages on their framed wakeboard- Tide hard and show me something! tantalise your Senses. is 2 
поо thet are hung im CWCs _EfilewyoflsraelcallsCWC"the dream | | ПП Hons kan isa fascnating mix of mader festes ad ancient custome, a vibrant 
Jubhe of every rider” while Donald and Daniel 5 ! — diving culture in a sophisticated cosmopolitan setting. Experience fantastic shopping, фа 
clubhouse dec Apa ir шараа teak Sining. and enfoy wonder sights and attractions Treasure every momen уі 4605 
“Thanks CWC, the best place іп the Shelbrick think of it as “a second home Send in Ais s world city. Have the time of your life and fall т love with Hong Kong. | SESE? 
world,” wrote Sjoerd Compier who is andan “oasis. For more information on Hong Kong, visit DiscoverHongKong.com E m 
j р! 
vide carbohydrate fucl that So that people can “Science, 70:42-46, 2005. 


^ Kvanvik E, et al. The 
stability of soft drinks in- 
take from adolescence to 


adult age and the associü- 
several tion between long-term 
mo-calorie, consumption of soft drinks 
and lifestyle factors and 
body weight... Public 
Health Nutrition, 8:149- 

137.2005. 


+ Renwick AG. Intense 
swecieners, food intake, 
and the weight of a body of 
evidence. Physiology Bo- 
havior, 55:139-143, 1994, 
* Janssen 1, et al, Com- 


din- soll dr iced tca, or parison of overweight and 
ical activity as. bottled water. obesity prevalence in 
part of their daily regimen Sources: school-aged youth from 34 


and their reli- 
with physical ac- 


reduced sugar foods and ЧУНУ and dietary patterns. 
diet atone will not make overages reflect high Obesity Reviews, 6:123- 
quality diets, Journal Food 


you physically fit, 


Friday evenings, we would bring our back- 
packs and do all sons of activities like 
climbing. When we got back to the factory 
during Mondays, we would feel refreshed 
and we looked forward to working again 
because we had all these great new ideas. 
You don't think that work is a routine be- 
cause you have something to look forward 
to on the weekends, like maybe uying 
mountain biking. 

So how does one get the energy to doall 
these things? Well, as Jason related, it 
doesn't just happen in one day. "When маз 
young I remember always being involved 
in sports like | was into soccer in elemen- 
tary. When I wasn't playing, in the morning 
1 would always jog. 1 would enjoy waking 
upat4:00a.m. then jog around, come back 
home and get ready for school. Then in 
high school 1 got interested in BMX biking. 
Then in college, soccer, then mountai 
climbing during vacations. Until now I'm. 
like a child, always looking for something. 
todoorto play" 

Even if you didn't start being active early 

Jason, there's no reason why you 
can't do it now. In fact, i's never too late to 
start living a balanced, healthy and active 
lifestyle or HAL. It doesn’t take a lot of time 
‘and money either. All you need to remem- 
ber are three very simple things: eating a 
balanced diet, regular physical activity and 
proper hydration. 

Eating a balanced diet is something that 
most people have done their whole lives, 
they just never realized it. It just means eat- 
ing a wide variety of foods to meet you dai- 
ly caloric and nutritional needs. Different 
foods give your body different things like 
energy and minerals, so you need to сага 
balanced mix of different foods. 


Avoiding junk foods to be healthy is a 
big myth. There are no junk foods 10 
avoid, only junk diets or bad combinations 
of food and excessive eating. Remember 
that doing too much of something is always 
bad for you, Too much stress leads you to 
get sick, but too much playing around 
won't get you anywhere in life either. I's all 
about balance, and the same goes for food. 

Regular physical activity on the other 
band doesn mean you have to get into ex- 
treme spons like Jason. Not everybody 
likes doing sports but that isn't any reason 
‘not to get moving. According to the Bever- 
age Institute for Health and Wellness web- 
site (BIHW), "Working out doesn't have 10 
be a chore, and you don't have to go to the 
gym. The key is to find enjoyable ways to 
get moving. Whether its swimming, bik- 
ing, walking in the park or playing with 
your toddlers at the playground, fitness 
сап be fun for you and your family 
Gewnwthebeverageinstitute.org. 2006)" 

Did you also know that cleaning the 
house, sweeping, making bunot and doing. 
the laundry are also forms of physical ac- 

ivy? It can actually be anything that can 
‘get Your body moving, sweating and burn- 
ing calories. Just remember to get an hour. 
to an hour-and-a-half of physical activities 
everyday. 

Lastly hydration is something that most 
people forget about. ‘That's a shame be- 
cause i's actually a very important aspect 
of health. “Hydration is very important, 
agreed Jason, "When I used to join adven- 
ture races, they sometimes lasted for 
twelve long days. Even if we didnt get to 
eat anything but we hydrated ourselves, 
our bodies don't get tired easily." 


Although, athletes aren't che only ones 
who need hydration. I's everybody's con- 
cern, "Chefs working in hot kitchens as well 
as construction workers, farmers, dock 
‘workers and others who work outdoors in 
hot climates also need to pay attention to 
their hydration needs www.thebeveragein- 
stitute.org. 2006)." 

"Before recalling tho eight-glasses-ofawa- 
ter-aday rule, read about this first Accord- 
ing to the BIHW website, your body actually 
needs 11-16 cups of total fluids each day, de- 
pending on age, gender, weight, the weather 
and level of physical acticity. You need more 
fluids when you're active becaue you lose 
more when you sweat. Drinking before, dur- 
ing and after physical activity will help keep 
your body dehydrated. 

Fluids also mean that you don't need to 
stick to water to get hydrated, You can also 
drink your favorite beverages lke soft drinks, 
teas, and juices. Food with water like soups, 
stews, fruits and vegetables can help too! 

‘Added Jason, “Being healthy is very im- 
portant because in any business, whatever 
your profession is, you encounter stress. 
Even if you'e operating a sari-sari store or a 
‘multinational company, there will always 
be problems so you need to stay healthy. Its 
a lifestyle that you have to enjoy. It’s not a 
sacrifice. That's the secret to keeping your- 
self healthy. Getting sick is a waste of time 
anda waste of i 
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MISS KAZAKHSTAN 


2BU! SPYCAM 


and 


By Angela Ignacio 
ZbUI Correspondent 


recently braved angry weather 
to spend a weekend at CWC, 

among them entire families and 

celebrities both local and foreign. 

Extreme sports buffs might recognize 
some of the biggest names in US and Aus- 
tralian wakeboarding history: Keith Lid- 
berg, Sam Collins, Lu Le, Lauren Ornsby, 
Pat Panakos, Shawn Perry and Reuben 
Buchanan, as well as wakeskate giants Bri- 
anGrubb and Brandon Thomas. 

Meanwhile, the next generation of riders 
proved to be worthy of their parents wake- 
boarding legacies. Gov. L-Ray Villafuerte's 
Xids—Miguel, Julio, Gabriella and Luigi— 
strutted their stuff in their respective divi- 
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| TAKEBOARD KA Tp 


ERNIE and Jeena Lopez 


sions, while power couple Ernie and Jeena 
Lopez's 6-year-old son Blade fearlessly rode 
with the pros during the larters exhibition 
run. 

Also spotted testing their wakeboarding 
skills were celeb hotties Brad Turvey and 
Marc Nelson. 

And if they weren't enough eye candy for 
spectators, one-third of this year's batch of 
Miss Earth contestants also held their 
swimsuit preliminaries at the same venue. 
Not surprisingly, every full-blooded male 
within a five-mile radius had a field day 
taking countless photos of and with the 
ladies, the riders included. Talk about mas- 
sivedistraction. 

2bUI chatted a bit with the bubbly beau- 
ties while waiting for the rain to let up. We 
couldn't resist asking Miss Kazakhstan 
Zhazira Nurkhodjaeva about “Borat.” She 
justlaughed and said she actually found the 
movie funny and that, contrary to popular 
belief, the Kazakhs weren't really insulted 
by it. (Sasha Baron Cohen, you can heavea 
sigh of relief now) 

Aside from Miss Kazakhstan, the early 
crowd favorites included Miss Nepal, Miss 
US Virgin Islands and Alicia Keys look-alike 
Miss Guatemala. 

Tune in to ABS-CBN on Nov 11, 9:30 p.m., 
for the live telecast of the Miss Earth 2007 
coronation night at the UP Theater. 
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-RAY Villafuerte and his family 


we'll give you the chance to 
go to CamSur and learn to 
wakeboard for free! 

Well give five (5) lucky 
2bU! readers, along with a 
friend each, weekend accom- 
modations, travel and wake- 
boarding lessons at the Cam- 
Sur Watersports Complex. 

All interested readers need 
to do is e-mail the answers to 
the following questions to 
сне 2buQ yahoo.com. 

1. Who reigns as this year's 
Philippine Cable Wakeboard- 

ionals Professional 


Men's Champ? 

2. Name three wakeboard- 
ing tricks. 

3. What is “goofy foot"? 

4. Name three activities 
you can do in CamSur. (Dig 
up last week's CamSur spe- 
cial for clues!) 

5. What is the name of the 
world’s smallest fish which is 
found in CamSur? 

Be sure to include your full 
name, address and cell phone 
numbers in your e-mail. We'll 
announce the names of the 
five winners in next week's is- 
sue. 
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Think GAIA 


For Life and the Earth 


Life in a New Direction 


SANYO designs an impressive visual sense 
for an extraordinary lifestyle. Indulge your 
Lifestyle living space, striving to accomplish as praise 


of nature's beauty to open your heart. 
“SANYO s pursuing three programs 
maka the "Think GAIA” vision a reali ing, ti 
mako the “Think 6; ion a reality. Change your way of living. wet, LCD PROJECTOR VI Z ON 


SANYO Philippines, Inc. Tel: (632) 894-3314 Fax: (632; 893-3985 + Website: www.sanyo.com.ph * e-mail: sanphils@info.com.ph SANYO Electric Co., Ltd., Japan 
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ACROSS 
1 Sweater eater. 


5 Hefty chunks 
10 Norse god 


14 Glilete blade 
15 River boat 


honcho 


16 Floor covering 
17 Seasonal song 


18 Writer Сампо 
19 Capri or Wight. 


20 Assassin's 
agenda? 


23 Beethoven 


ARIES (March 21 to 
April 18): Be on the 
lookout for unexpect- 
ed gilts and goodies 


that come your vay 
today. Keep your pockets open. ts 


dedicatee 
24 Vicious of the 


а good day to negotiate for any- 
thing you want 


Sex Pistols 
25 Tummy 


muscles 
28 Played the first 


‘TAURUS (Apri! 20 to 
May 20) A close 
friend or partner 
‘might surprise you 


card 


today. You both might 


29 -majesty 
33 Part of Wessex 


go somewhere diferent or unusu- 
al. Something very modern or 


35 Tender 
357. boy! 


Groundbreaking could occur. 


зв Longestrap [|27 


sheet award? 


By Philip J. Anderson 


43 Gen, Bradley BY Philip 4.8 


44 Reporter's pay 
scale 


45 Deadly snakes — 6 Vilnius lang, 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): New tech- 
nology re 
jb or 


health might amaze 
you today. Bright, new ideas about 


48 Сайотіа wine 7 Jai. 


howto be self-employed will occur. 


valley 8 Lightning 


to many ot you. Irs an invigorating 


49 Ninny strikes 


day! 


52 TarzanonTV 9 Impassive 


53 Barker and Bell 10 Singer Redding 


55 "The Divine 11 Aversion 


Comedy poet 
57 айка Р 


12 Unwell 
13 Bom as. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22]: Love at first 
Sight is possible to- 
day. All kinds ol fun 


annual award? 21 Moray hunter 


things can happen 


82 Comet rival 22 Nuptal vow 


suddenly. However, parents 


84 Type of larva 26 Letter from 


Should be extra vigilant about chil 
dren 


65 Wrongful act Greece 


66 Byron poem 


27 Play the lead 
67 Ward off 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 


30 Extremity 
68 Length x width 


22): This is the por- 


31 Sm. runway 
69 Muslim leader aircraft. 


fect day to introduce 
mew technology (o 


70 Gay chy of 32 Falrylke. 


your home, Sudden, 


song 34 Madcap Martha. 
Vietnam's 35 Impale on a 
neighbor tusk 

36 Sicilian volcano 
DOWN 


38 Wander 
л Shelf overa | 39" and the 
fireplace 


Detectives" 
Peter of "The, 40 Large 

Lon in Winter”  semiaquatic 
Timorous rodent 
Obeys a sentry 


41 Gen, Arnold's 
Rotate rapidly nickname 


47 Petty ruler 


50 Mono 
successor 

51 Some 
mattresses 


42 айап island. 
group 
46 Rental ad abbr. 


49 Long-haired cat 


unexpected things could occur 
People might drop by. (Stock the 
fridge.) 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): This is a 
NH сәс day to meet 
mew people or en- 


counter new ideas 
and new places. Be ready to 
change your schedule at a mo- 
ments notice. 


54 Auto-racer Tom 

56 Conductor 
Dorati 

58 Test 

59 German river 

60 Electricity ine. 

61 Overfil 

62 Will Smith role 

63 Traffic snari 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're naturally curious; therefore, you observe life 
around you. You have a strong sense of adventure and are keen to ex- 
plore whatever appeals to you. This is why you learn a lot. You always re- 
pond to challenges. People think you're entertaining and charming. 
(You hate ho-hum boredom.) Fortunately, the year ahead wil be full oí 
exciting. new adventures. Open any door! 


Birthdate ol: Joni Mitchel, singer/songwriter; Dr. Marie Curie, Nobel 
Prize-winning physicisvchemis; Joan Sutherland, soprano, 


ideas today, In partic- 
маг you might dream 


troy LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
Ay Oct. 2): You're шісі 
wonderful, right 


up new ways of making money or 
discover new sources of income, 
Similarly, you'll find new ways of 
spending tas well 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): For a num- 
ber of reasons, today 
is full of excitement 


Youre ready for adventure. You're 
up for new experiences, You feel 
unusually independent and daring 
today. (Woo. woo!) 


SAGITTARIUS. (Nov. 
2210 Dec. 21]: A sud- 
den realization about 
something quite im- 

‘= portant could occur to 
you today. Whatever this realiza- 
tion Is wili be liberating in some 
way. You see that you no longer 

have to do something or think a 


certain way. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
NG to Jan. 19): Expect to 

mest someone quite 

unusual or different 

today. Alternatively. 

people you already know might do 


Something that surprises you. W's 
an interesting day 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 2010. 
Feb. 18): Bosses, par- 
ents, teachers and 
VIPS are unpredictable 
today. I hey come on 


too heavy, however, you'll run 
away because you fesl а bit rebel- 


ios. 
PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Some- 
"ng diferent and un- 
usual wil occur today. 


In large measure, this 
15 because you're ready for Il 
However, the stars are going to 
help this happen as wallt 
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(CONCEPTIS SU DOKU 


Conceptis Sudoku 


We NA 


Difficulty Level Ж ЖЖ 


HOW TO PLAY 
SU DOKU 


Fill the grid so that every 


column, every row and every 


3x3 box contains the digits 
1109. 

Tips and program at 
www.sudoku.com 
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LirESTYLE: 


I LOVE TO COOK. ГМ CONSTANTLY 
experimenting with new entrees, break- 
fast foods and especially desserts. One of 
the quickest and most satisfyingly healthy 
desserts Гуе made are fruit popsicles. For 
these, you can use bananas, pomelos, 
mangoes, pineapples, melons, etc... Cut 
them into bite-size chunks and dip them 
into melted dark chocolate. Next, lay 
them on a plate and pop 'em in the freezer 
for a couple of hours. To make them easy 
to eat, stick a popsicle stick (available in 
any grocery store like Rustan's) right 
through them before freezing. 

Voila! That's all you need to do to 
make an easy, healthy, low-calorie treat 
that will satisfy your cravings. 

The dark chocolate complements the 
sweetness of the banana, or the tartness 
of the pomelo. This is the best way to get 
your daily dose of Vitamin C if you're not 


Frozen fruit delights 


Serena Gelb | 


a natural fruit lover. It doesn't matter what 
fruits you have lying about. Whichever fruit 
you choose will work well with the bitter- 
Sweet taste of dark chocolate. 

Also, if you have an excess amount of 
fruit in your house that you don't think 
you'll eat, the perfect solution is to freeze 
them! 

Whenever my friends are around or my 
mom has company, I make sure to serve 
them some of my frozen pomelo popsicles, 
Everyone loves them! At first, of course, 
they seem skeptical of the odd mix of pome- 


Whenever 
my friends 
are around 
or my mom 
has 
company, 

| make sure 
to serve 
them some 
of my fruit 
popsicles 


lo citrus and dark chocolate, but once they 
taste the popsicles their opinion completely 
changes. 

Almost no one thinks that these two 
seemingly opposite ingredients would mix, 
but the combination of citrus with choco- 
late has long been a classic. For instance, 
candied orange peel dipped in chocolate is 
sold in many high-quality groceries. 

This is my tropical innovation and you 
can make it your own. 

Hold your horses, there is more! Did you 
know that dark chocolate has been proven 
to burn fat? This is not a joke. Its a true mir- 
acle ingredient. It contains many antioxi- 
dants and is beneficial to your health when. 
used without milk. However, this is your 
warning: If you are looking to reap the ben- 
efits of chocolates magical fatburning 
properties, make sure you use dark choco- 


Even a splash of milk or any other 
dairy will nullify the effects, so please - 
don't use milk or white chocolate. Plus, 
chocolate also releases endorphins into 
your bloodstream, which is why people 
love it so much. And you don't have to 
feel guilty after this “high.” 

Try the fruit popsicles yourself and 
your taste buds (and waistline) will 
thank you. You can munch on them all 
day while working on homework, watch- 
ing TY reading or just chilling out. They 
area perfectreplacement for your greasy 
potato chips or fastfood cheeseburger. 
And since they're frozen and made of sol- 
id fruits, they take a while to eat. That 
means they are filling, too, and you can't 
just gobble them up like chips. 


E-mail the author at serenaswam 
@gmail.com 
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ed in hiking and camping, climbing (rock 
and indoor), cycling and trail running, wa- 
tersports like rafting and canoeing, and ad- 
venture travel. 


Expert advice 

Apart from providing tools and apparel, 
the store will have outdoor specialists as in- 
house consultants. Foreign and local in- 
structors will also hold sports clinics. 

When it opens this month, three experts 
from Japan, Australia and the United States 
will give seminars and clinics. 

Designed to be an experiential and inter- 
active environment by the Hong Kong- 
based Red Goodss Ltd., ROX will have test- 
ing rooms for the products: a Rain Room, 
for instance, for outerwear, 

A kayak pool will be temporarily in- 
stalled in the vicinity. As the gears are very 
technical, areas will be set up for testing 
gadgets like camping burners and water fil- 
ters. 

In addition, there will be a café inside 
with an all-organic menu. 

“At first the design was complicated," 
says Terry Waterhouse, Red Goodss direc- 
tor. "(Then we) simplified it because we 
"wanted to make the product and the cus- 
tomer experience the hero, not the archi- 
tecture or interior design ... Its creating a 
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customer journey that makes them com- 
fortable, (giving them) access (to) the 
product and the experience without being 
bombarded by aesthetics.” 

The firm, according to Primer Group 
president Jimmy Thai, thought of this kind 
of store five years ago, long before a Fil- 
ipino reached the peak of Mt. Everest 

The project was fast-tracked following 
the recent feats of Everest climbers like 
Romy Garduce who inspired many Fil- 
ipinos to consider outdoor sports. 

“Romy is a working guy with a 9-to-5 
job,” Chan says. "(Тһе thinking is] if he can 
do it, maybe I can, too. If not Everest then 
maybe something else.” 

‘The protection of the environment is a 
primary thrust of the Primer Group, which 
supports and sponsors local scientists and 
outdoor athletes, 

“We're not just riding on the Al Gore 
bandwagon. We've been advocating this 
from the start ... If there's no mountain, 
there's no climber. If there's no climber, we 
don't have a business,” says Chan. 

“We provide the outdoor experience that 
will sustain the consciousness for the con- 
servation of the environment. You can't say 
lets save the trees when you haven't seen 
the trees. We want people to go out there 
and have that positive feeling when they 
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come back and get into positive action. 


We're not just saying it, we're doing some- 


thing about it." 


Experiential 


perspective by Red 
Goodss Ltd 


JIMMY Thai, who credits 
brother Johnny for most of 
the ideas behind ROX, says 
the store is an appropriate 
attention to 
the biodiversity of 
environment, 


|, TERRY Waterhouse, ROX 

4! store designer: “You can 

% employ world-famous 

8 names to design a store, 

Ë but the problemis 
invariably their ego or 


ROEL Chan: “We provide 
the outdoor experience 
that would sustain the 
consciousness for the 
conservation of the 


environment.” 
PHOTOS BY RYANLM, 


Thai adds: "We can discuss it, debate 
about it, but unless you really experience 
the environment, how are you to claim 
you're concerned with ecology?" 

ROX will serve as an outdoor research 
center. A kiosk will let customers book trips 
and provide them with maps, videos and 
other helpful information. It will organize 


local climbs, as well as expeditions to other 
countries. 

Chan says the future of outdoor recre- 
ation in the Philippines is immense, despite 
concerns like security and accessibility. 

“Not many know we have the best surf- 
ing spots. No matter how rich a country is, 
you just can't duplicate this. But there's the 
infrastructure problem. If you go to Bali, 
immediately there's an airport near where 
you surf. We traveled nine hours on rough 
road to reach Baler in Aurora ... The role of 
the government is also important in devel- 
oping interest for outdoor sports. But we're 
repackaging (outdoor recreation): we say 
the travel is part of the adventure.” 

“Remote areas (not served) by Philippine 
Airlines before are now reached by other 
airlines,” adds Me Ann Santos, ROX mar- 
keting and sales senior director. “This 
makes more Filipinos able to travel now. We 
just have to ler them know that there are 
places here that are even better than for- 
eign destinations. They should travel in 
their own country first and experience the 
outdoors." 

As for the pros, ROX will be an opportu- 
nity to upgrade as the store is bringing in 30 
exclusive and technical brands. "Most en- 
thusiasts order on the Internet and, as we 
can't replicate the store for Davao and Ce- 
bu, we're getting into e-commerce," Chan 
says. "Less freight and custom charges ... 
Our benchmark is US prices and our goal is 
to make products locally accessible." 
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T 13 YEARS OLD, MOST LITTLE 

girls just watch their favorite TV 

shows or browse through various 
teen magazines—and that's perfectly fine. 
But there are a few who choose to make 
their lives.a little less ordinary by excelling 
in their chosen fields at their age. 

The RIFA (Rizal Football Association) 
Philippine team is full of such girls. The team, 
composed of female soccer players aged 13- 
14, recently won third place in the Group B 
Division of the Dana Cup, which was held in 
Denmark last July. The team was also the 
lone Southeast Asian entry to the Norway 
Cup which was held in Oslo last July and Au- 
gust; for this competition, they made it to the 
quarter finals. 
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The all-girl Rizal Football 
Association has competed 
and gained respect in Europe 
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THE TEAM and its proud coaches 
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While they didn't walk away with the top 
prizes in the tournaments, the fact that they 
made it as far as Europe is already a big deal 
for the players; after all, the team started 
training only last February under the guid- 
ance of coaches Emma and Poten Fernandez, 
with most of the players having about three 
years experience in playing the game. 

The players come from different elemen- 
tary and high schools. They are: Pat Depante, 
Aira dela Cruz, Ynez Gonzalez, Miela Lilles, 
Angela Nguyen, and Sofia Sanzon from 
Woodrose; Nikki de Leon and Inna Palacios 
from Colegio de San Agustin: Sun Mi Hwang 
and Camille Rodriguez from Miriam College; 
and Marsha Catandijan-Nackaerts and Riana 
Santos from the Holistic Education and De- 
velopment Center. 


Loving the game 

“All the girls have been playing soccer for 
several years now with their respective 
schools,” said Vita Depante, one of the coach- 
es and managers of the team. “All of them, 
without any exception, love the game. They 
practice and play rain or shine!” 

"This is the first time that a Philippine team 
played in the Norway Cup which is consid- 
ered one of the biggest youth football tourna- 
ments in the world,” Depante said. “Several 
of the players went to the Visayas last sum- 
mer as part of their training. They competed 
in several tournaments in Dumaguete, San 
Carlos City, Sta. Barbara and Barotac Nuevo 
in lloilo.” 

The RIFA Philippine team also won or 
placed significantly in several tournaments, 
such as first runner-up in the U17 RIFA Sum- 
mer Football Tournament, second runner-up 
in the General's Cup in Villamor Airbase 
Protacio Field, and champion in the 2007 Mi- 
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lo Cup at ASCOM Field in Fort Bonifacio. 

But serious sports aside, the girls also love 
hanging out with their teammates at the mall. 
to watch movies or just hang out. But on the 
feld, they're serious players with a mission. 
"Coach Poten made it a point to let the girls 
play in tournaments where their opponents 
are at least two years older,” Depante said. 
"The Europeans are usually much bigger and 
taller, but we want the girls to work hard. 
‘And of course, they're always up to the chal- 
lenge.” 


E-mail the author 
@yahoo.com 

Visit the photographer at htp;/martin- 
jesseherrera.multiply.com 
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INSIDE Ringside Boxing Gym 


By Niño Mark M. Sablan 
2bU! Correspondent 


NTIL A COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO, 1 
| | didn't know how to throw a punch, 

never having punched anyone in 
my life. But I still wanted to learn some ma- 
cho-man moves for self-defense—in case a 
guy picks up a fight with me and 1 have to 
save face by saying yes. I decided to walk 
into a boxing club for a trial lesson 

1 live in the south and the most popular 
boxing gym located in the area is Ringside 
Boxing Club in Alabang. 

Tanne Borillo, Ringside managing part 
ner, gave me this pitch: "Our main product 
is service. Unlike most gyms that offer 
state-of-the-art equipment, we invest in the. 
best-trained personnel and boxers to assure 
quality, safety and efficient physical devel 
opment of our clients.” 

Т knew I was in good hands when 1 met 
my coaches for the day, Greg Chavez and 
Jun Tomagan. 

Greg facilitated my warm-up exercises, 
which consisted of stretching, bending, lift 
ing and some cardio. Having done some yo- 
ga in the past, Г enjoyed bending all over 


FREE INTERNET-TO-GO! 
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ONE of Ringside's boxing coaches 
observing a sparring session 


and doing all the stretching positions, It 
started to be frustrating though when it 
came to the other exercises, like the seem- 
ingly easy three-minute jumping rope ses: 
sion, which had me gasping for breath and 
stopping to rest less than three minutes into 
my routine. 

The leg lifts and stomach crunches were 
also very challenging, especially with some 
sort of bowling ball and a huge plastic 
bounce ball incorporated into the exercis- 


Basic position 

Jun, on the other hand, handled the in. 
woductory boxing exercises. First, he 
taught me the basic position: a centered 
stand with feet apart, knees bent, and fists 
near the face for defense. Second, he 
demonstrated some footwork, My coach 
then showed me the different punches: the 
jab, the hook, the cross and the uppercut 

Once | knew the basic position, the 
footwork and the punches, I had to do a 
series of combined movements, For exam 
ple, 1 had to move forward and then 
throw a couple of jabs, move back and do 
some hooks, move left and throw some 
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GUYS aren't the only ones 
hooked on boxing. The sport 


is proving to be popular with 
girls as well. 


THEGYM offers various boxing programs, Muay Thai 
plyometrics and circuit training. 


After my boxing lesson, | was soaked 
in sweat, was starting to feel pain in 
certain areas of my body and was 
ready to devour anything 


Go online using your Nokia Nseries multimedia computer* and get FREE 180 days 
Wireless LAN usage at any Airborne Access hotspot nationwide. 


Promo extended until December 31, 2007, # Log on now! 


Catch our on-ground demosat Rockwell Powerplant, Shangria Plaza, 
“and selected Cheesecake Etc, Figaro and Mocha Blends branches. 


For more information check wwew.nokiacomph/wlzone 
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crosses, and then move right and do a 
couple of uppercuts. 

Now, Lam an extremely shy person when 
it comes to certain situations, and this was 
definitely one of them. 1 actually felt stupid 
doing my routine, overly conscious that I 
was surrounded by several boxing enthusi- 
asts who looked fit and movie-ready with 
their jabs and hooks. I even found myself 
giggling at what I was doing! 

Jun was very warm yet professional. 
While joking around to make me feel more 
at ease, he also bluntly told me to stop be- 
ing conscious and shy, because I was in a 
gym and was doing what people there 
should be doing: learning while sweating. 

When it was time to punch Jun, first-time 
puncher me hit him like I was hitting my 
grandmother—all uncertainty and con- 
cern. 1 was over-analyzing things, not sure 
if I was doing the punches correctly and a 
little afraid that I was going to hurt him. As 
if was really capable of hurting my huge, 
brawny expert coach. 

Sensing my hesitation, Jun told me to hit 
him harder, and to look at him as the person 
Thated the most. After a few punches, he 
told me I must really hate the person I was 
thinking of, because my punches were 
starting to hurt him! That broke the ice for 
us. It was one passionate punch after an- 
other after that. 
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WARM-UP exercises, including 
I dome stretching are performed 
"before the actual boxing training. 


Huge challenge 
During one of three-minute 
breaks, | was able to watch a live match be 
tween two of Ringside's boxers, and it was 
entertaining to see how focused they were. 
în my case, it would take many more 
lessons before 1 could be dragged inside the 
ring. For crying out loud, even that small 
and annoying punching bag was a huge 
challenge for me. It met my face a couple of 
times, and it was so tricky | almost vowed 
not to leave the place until | could hit it 
without my face getting smacked in return 
Ringside, which in four year: s already 
expanded to seven gyms all over the metro, 


is staffed by 35 of the best trainers in the. 
country. It offers several boxing programs, 
from Beginner to Intermediate to. Ad- 
vanced. It also offers Muay Thai kicking, 
plyometrics and circuit training under à 


group atmosphere, plus an Elite program 
where clients are provided one-on-one ser- 
vices. 

After my boxing lesson, I was soaked in 
sweat, was starting to feel pain in certain 
areas of my body and was ready to devour 
anything. Iwas also ready to sign up for my 
Beginner program. After all, boxing is said 
to improve our moods by increasing the 
blood and oxygen supply to the brain and 
body. It also counteracts depression (and 
premenstrual tension in women) by de- 
creasing salt retention caused by high hor- 
mone levels, improves deep sleep, and is 
one of the most effective workouts for 
weight loss, endurance and speed develop- 
ment. 

The sport is also an avenue for interper- 
sonal development, something very benefi- 
cial for shy, insecure and overly conscious 
people like me. 

‘The day after my trial lesson I woke up as 
pain personified. I considered giving up box- 
ing, but the thought of that small and annoy- 
ing punching bag just made me want to go 
back to Ringside and show it what I've got. 


Ringside Boxing Club is located at 4/E 
Corporate Center, 1906 Finance Road, 
Madrigal Business Park, Alabang. Call 
8427401. 

Email the author at 
marksablan@yahoo.com 


nino- 


EE 


NOV 21-25 
DEC 21-23 


WORLD TRADE CENTEI 
METRO MANIL 


із 


А ш Barangay LS Band Performance 


и Performance by Up with People 
8 m Entertainment numbers and autograph signing by GMA Celebrities 
w Century Tuna Rich Flavors of Health Culinary Tour BN 
|, и Cooking Demo by Cocina Argentina 


‘el agvobea” TELEPAK Врло 


“а The Sweet Life segment by Ms. Lucy Torres-Gomez? +f 
у Р = QTV 11's Moms Lani Mercado, Manilyn Reynes & Sherilyn Reyes ur 


AJOR CREDIT CARDS 


(ОУ mmt a... a] 
Теләк expen quiis mouere fae. QR) p 


[d 


[rd 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER7, 2007 


TEN 


sms feedback: inquirer ent name 


Killer hooks and nailing 


By Pocholo Concepcion 


WHY IS RHYTHM AND BLUES ONE OF THE 
most favored and influential musical styles 
among contemporary Pinoy singers? 

Maybe, just as how foreign artists cap- 
ture the depths of the human condition in 
this originally Afro-American genre, R&B 
allows the likes of Jay-R to fully express 
themselves. 

Born in Glendale, California, Jay-R (real 
name: Gaudencio Aquino Sillona IID is 
one of several Fil-Americans trying to 
make their mark in the local music scene. 

‘At 26, he's been quite successful- having 
recorded three albums, appeared in several 
films and commercials, and is a regular fix- 
ture on a weekly TV show. 

It remains to be seen whether Jay-R 
would gain recognition as a major “Pinoy 
R&B” artist. But he appears to be working 
hard at it—given the limitations and inade- 
quacies of his knowledge and experience. 


You grew up hearing music that your sib- 
lings played at home. What particular in- 
cident made you want to become a 
singer? 

~I-saw all the cool gigs my sister used to 
book and I wanted to do the same. She also 
used to sing in front of huge audiences and 
that inspired me to start tuning my craft. 


You're described as 
an R&B singer 


a distinct vibe think those are 
the key elements that make a, 
platinum rhythm and blues song’ 


been influenced by these artists? How 
did you channel these influences into 
yourown albums? 

These artists influenced my style of 
singing in many ways. However, still try to 
create my own sound from what I have 
learned from these different types of 
singers. I don't like sounding like anyone 
else but me. 


Which do you consider are the greatest 
R&B songs of all time? 

1 think the greatest all-time classic R&B 
songs would be either “Me and Mrs. Jones,” 
"What's Going On,” "Superstar" or "Love 
Won't Let Me Wait.” 


What makes an R&B song sell by the mil- 
lions? 

Killer hooks and nailing a distinct vibe—I 
think those are the key elements that make. 
a platinum song. 


Why do you think most Pinoy R&B 
singers sound so much alike, as if they're 
trying to emulate one and the same vocal 
style or technique? 

Its because theyre all in the genre of 
R&B. Most of the singers in alternative rock 
or other genres like opera sound similar to 
each other as well. 125 all a matter of genre. 


What aspect of your music career would 
you like to explore in a deeper manner? 


How would you de- 
fne R&B in the 
context of being a 
Filipino born in the 
USA? 

R&B is the same 
to Filipinos born in 
the US or in the 
Philippines. 105 
soulful and smooth- 
sounding | music 
with melodies that 
take you on rides. 


Who are your fa- 
vorite R&B artists? 

Luther Vandross 
isone of my favorite 
singers. He has a 
way of placing his 
voice that is impos- 
sible to duplicate. I 
grew up listening 
mostly to Теуіп 
Campbell, Maxwell, 
Brian McKnight, 
Donell Jones, Lenny 
Kravitz, Boyz П 
Men, Atlantic Starr, 
‘Blackstreet and a lot. 
more. 


How have you 
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1 would like to continue to learn the ins 
and outs of the music business. You can 
never learn too much. 


Give us an idea of your forthcoming 
shows at Captain’s Bar. 

This show is targeted to a more relaxed 
audience. There will also be some dancing 
like always, but Il be more focused on try- 
ing to impress the crowd with the soulful- 
nessoftrue R&B. 


(Jay-R performs on Nov. 9 and 17 at the 
Captain's Bar of the Mandarin Oriental Ho- 
tel іп Makati, with guests Pops Fernandez 
and Kuh Ledesma.) 
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24-hour decision on your auto loan application... 


Siguraduhan. 


or P24,000 off your amortization. 


Apply at any PSBank branch 
nationwide or via 3 
PSBank Remote Banking 

at www.psbank.com.ph 


From October 7 to December 15, 2007. 


24-Hour countdown does not include Saturdays, 
Sundays and non-working holidays: 
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HONG KONG—BATMAN MIGHT CUT A next Batman movie have been forced to Morning Post, producers felt the poor wa- conma сүттен: 
superhuman figure as he fights off evil-do- cut one scene involving the caped erusad- ter quality was just too dangerous for the OPENING TODAY 
ers to save the world, but Hong Kong's pol. er—played by Christian Bale—jumping action hero when shooting for part of the "2 

Tuted harbor is, apparently, опе death-de- out ofa plane into the city’s famed Victoria film takes place here in the coming week. 
fying stunt too far Producers shooting ће Harbour. According to the South China AFP 
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Discs; 
pu Ataul for Rent 
Stars Jaclyn Jose, Joel Torre, Irma Ad- 
lawan, Coco Martin, Ronnie Lazaro 
pRO MEN ADE Directed by Neal “Buboy” Tan 


Embalmer Guido (Torre) profits from 
renting out coffins to his poor neighbors in 
the slums. Graded A by the Cinema Evalua- 
cawepian B tion Board (CEB), this indie drama was also 
chosen to compete at the Cairo and Kerala. 
international film festivals. The CEB, which 


está P i mee is under the Film Development Council of 
VOR HC SHEN THE ICT CHANGE THOT PO NOTCE. KO сна мояе, CAL: 722 4496, Milia Philippines, hails it as “bleak, black and 


(ROR) beautiful... the story was told succinctly... 
SET M (and boasts] tour-de-force performances." 
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LEE ser Lions for Lambs 
nmm Stars Robert Redford, Meryl Streep, 
5 sa ‘Tom Cruise, Peter Berg 
Directed Бу 
Robert Redford. 


Arguments бог 
and against the US 
war in the Middle 
East are played out 
in a university, a 
Senators office and 
the mountains of 
Afghanistan. Ray 
Bennett of The Hol- 
lywood Reporter as- 
serts that this "hon- 
est ... well-made 
movie offers no an- 
swers but raises 
many important 
questions.” Derek 
Elley of Variety calls 
it “talky ... liberal 
but patriotic,” Dave 
Calhoun of Time 
Out London thinks 
the film's politics is 
"basic beyond be- 
lief” 
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By Bayani San Diego Jr. and the Inquirer Entertainment Staff 


Photos by Romy Homillada. 


GMA 7 SOAP OPERA 


OW THAT THE 
"Marimar" is hitting the high 40s in the rat- 


ings charts (47.9 percent, according to Kapu- 
so drumbeaters), lead actor Dingdong Dantes is 


feeling the heat. 

When he dropped by the IN- 
ouier for this informal chat, he 
was greeted by adoring fans of 
all ages, sizes ... and genders. 

When the decidedly male 
guard stopped him at the lobby, 
it was not for security reasons. 

TItwas for a photo-op. 

When Dingdong paid the IN- 
Quinzn a second visit days later 
for a read-along session with 
special children, kids and their 
parents also asked—actually, 
demanded—snapshots. 

Dingdong, who plays heart- 
throb Sergio Santibafiez on the 
‘series, insists that he has yet to 
“get used to all this feverish at- 
tention from fans. 

"When people tell me i'm 
good-looking, I take it as a 
joke,” he notes. “I really can’t 
take it seriously. All I can do is 
smile quietly.” 

But did the adulation ever 

reach scary proportions? 

“Just uncomfortable,” he ad- 
mits. "But I try to be apprecia- 
tive and; if possible, I also re- 
tumhe compliment." 

Good boy. 

But did he ever receive inde- 

; cent proposals? 
"Not yet," he jests. “I'm plead- 
ing to those who are interested 


"Naughty boy. 


Did you watch the original 
""Marimar"? 

No. But since the TV was usu- 
ally on at dinnertime, I kept 
hearing the theme song. Until 
now,-it still plays in my mind. 
ез very catchy. 


Did you get a pay hike be- 
cause of Sergio? 

Not really. It's in my contract 
that, after a certain period, 
there's usually an increase. 


Do you get compared to the 
original Sergio (Eduardo 
Capetillo)? 

sa „Yah. People always ask me 
‘why I dont have chest hair. 
(Laughs.) I tell them: Iba ang 
Pinoy! 


Atfirst, you seemed too clean- 
cut for Sergio. 
I had to make a few adjust- 
ments, Like I grew a mustache. I 
also changed the way I dress. In 
Sterms of mannerisms, I was al- 
Slowed to play around a bit. 
Physically, 1 had to prepare, 
#rhough. 


You lost weight for the role? 
How many pounds? 

Hmm ... about 23 pounds. 

I did it through proper diet 
Eating the right food. For the 
past five years, I've been trying 
different diets and exercises. 
Obviously, these didn’t work. 
For me, eating fish and vegeta- 
bles worked. I also limit my 
food intake. Instead of five 
meals a day, l'm down to three. 

It was important to be fit so 
that I'd be comfortable wearing 


anything. 


Or wearing nothing? 
Orclose to nothing. 


„What was your girlfriend 
Karylles reaction when she 
saw your beefcake photos? 

a" Actually, she was the one who 
approved the shots. She's my 
gauge. 1 know she'd tell me if it 
were too much or just right. 1 
trust her every word. 


Does Karylle get affected that 


the network is packaging you 
and Marian Rivera as a love 
team? 

No. We agreed that we need 
to concentrate on our individu- 
al careers now. Karylle is doing 
well in her music and indie 
movie careers. She's busy with a 
lot of projects. Same goes with 
me. 


Karylle auditioned for “Mari- 
mar.” Do you think it's best 
that she didn't get the role? 

Yah. I believe she'll be better 
off ina different field. 


You don't want her to go 
sexy? 

Ay, no! I have nothing to do 
with those decisions (laughs). 


She got good reviews for her 
Cinemalaya film “Ligaw Li- 
ham.” 

Oo nga pot 


How did you help her in doing 
that film? 

She's one of its producers. So 
1 did a cameo for her. Actually, 
it’s just my voice. I provided the 
voice of her husband [who's 
supposed to be abroad] in the 
letter-reading scenes. I also 
helped when it was shown at 
the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines. I sponsored the 
printing of the premiere night 
tickets. You know, small stuff 
like that. 


‘You should've seen your reac- 

tion when we mentioned 

Karylle's name. You lit up! 
Really? it's instinct. 


You also put up a business to- 
gether, right? 

Is called Centerstage KTV 
She's the spokesperson of that 
project. 


Is it easy to turn off Sergio af- 
ter work? 

Well, since we tape four days 
a week, it can be difficult. I can't 
help imbibing Sergio. Thats 
why you really need space, rest- 
ing time. It's not easy. 


When you're with Karylle, do 
you talk about “Marimar”? 
We don't talk about it. 


Is that the deal? 
No. 


She doesn't want to talk about 


DINGDONG 
Dantes plays 
heartthrob 
Sergio 
Santibañez in 
the TV soap 
“Marimar,” 


i 

Not really. Actu- 
ally, she was a fan 
of the original 
“Marimar” with 
Thalia. 


When you say you 
don't talk about it, 
is it because you 
consciously avoid it 
Or is it because it 
just doesn't crop 
up? 

I think the: 
more important t 
to discuss. 


Karylle's so lucky! 

Tm also lucky to 
have her. She sup 
ports me completely 


How has your being Sergio af- 
fected your relationship 

The main thing is the lack of 
time. I wouldn't consider it a 
problem, but it’s an inconve- 
nient thing. The good thing is 
that we were able to save up on 
alot of bonding time before we 
became busy with work. 

We're prepared for this phase 
in our lives. We've come to ac- 
cept that there will come a time 
when we have to concentrate 
on our work. 


You said that you're also lucky 
to have Karylle. In what way? 

Shes very understanding. 
We're doing great. I have no 
complaints. 


How did you meet? 
in school. Ateneo. 1 met her 
through a friend. 


Who fell in love first? 

I don't know. I think we fell in 
love at the same time. Interest- 
ing question. I should ask her 
that. 


Adoring fans 
of every age 
and gender 
look at 
Dingdong 
Dantes 
differently 


mow 


Did you court her? Some guys 
can't tell if a girl is interested 
in them? 
Thars true. Especially me. 
Tm kinda clueless in that area. 
When it came to our 
courtship, it helped that we 
were working together then. 
That was how we got to know 
each other. Although we went 
our [on dates], it wasn't like а 
formal courtship. Still, when 
the time came for me to say 
what Thad to say, it was easy. 


Why is Karyile's mom 
Zsazsa Padilla rooting for 
you? How did you win 
her? 

The key was that 1 didn't 
really try too hard. I didn't 
exert extra effort. 

1 was just being myself 
all throughout. 


What makes you click 
with Karylle? 

We're really compati- 
ble. We complement 
one another. There 
are things that I don't 
do that she does well 
and there things that 

1 do well that she doesn't do. 
Plus, she brings out the best it 
me. 


You were in Bangkok for a 
commercial shoot. When 
you're abroad, what are the 
things you do when free from 
work? 

1 love trying out street food. 
That's one of the first things I 
look for when I'm out of the 
country. 


‘You don't get to do that here? 


Only near my house. I know 
the people there e. The vendors 
are used to me so I can buy 
lumpia and fish balls ffom 
them. = 


What else did you do in 
Bangkok? 

Tate in Indian restaurants. I 
love Indian and Thai food. 1 also 
went shopping. I looked for 
cheap stuff in this big тай јез 
like their Greenhills. Six floors 
of tiangges. 


Were there Filipinos there? 

Т only saw five Pinoys. They 
asked me: “O ano'ng ginagawa 
mo dito?" (What are you doing 
here?] One Filipina helped fne 
look for a Thai silk blouse that 
my aunt had asked me to buy. 


You like shopping for wom- 
en? 

Its because I know what 
looks good on them. I like buy- 
ing dresses for my girlfriend. 


There was an event where 

Karylle was wearing some- 

thing that you had bought: 
That happens often. 4 


She likes it? DE 
Yah, she likes it. Actually 
when I proposed to her, she was 
wearing a dress that I Had 
bought for her. : 


What's her favorite gift from 
you? T 
‘The piano. A Yamaha piano. 


What's your favorite gift from 
her? 5 
She likes doing "album pre- 
sentations” on her compiter. 
She puts together photos end 
Scores [the presentation] With 
music. Thats one of the more 
memorable gifts. г 
You got positive reviews Jor 
directing an episode of the 
movie "Angels." Do you haye 
plans of directing again soon? 

Not yet. I want to focus: on 
acting now. I know naman that I 
won't lose my talent as a difec- 
tor. That it can possibly improve 
as I grow older because of what 
I gain, in terms of life exgeri- 
ences. I plan to pursue filmnrak- 
ing in three to four years. 


Since you're also a director, 
do you give suggestions- 
the set of "Marimar"? 

No. I'd rather give full contol 
to the director. Its weird .. js 
like І have automatic shut-off 
when I get to the set. I guessir's 
because Га want the same thing 
from my actors if I'm the direc- 


How do fans react when they 
see younow? 

As of now, they're mad at ine 
But they shouldn't be because 
Sergio shouldn't be blamed for 
Marimars misfortunes. Fans 
got upset because I wasn't there 
forher. 


Is it true that people find you 
sexier and more attractive 
now than before? - 
Well, it’s probably becausé | 
also had a major shift in my oat 
look in life. Tm more relaged 
and confident now. I'm able tu 
handle things better. I guess it’s 
because I have nothing to hide 
Tm not pretending to be sonie 
one else. > 
Speaking of which, how ‘did 
you and Karylle handle those 
rumors that you had a child 
with (former screen partner) 
Antoinette Taus? z 
That was easy. We talked 
about it from the start. It also 
helps that Karylle is friends wth 
Antoinette so she knows фес 
al score. E 


By the Inquirer and Inquirer.net 
Entertainment Staff 


NEW YORK--JOHNNY DEPP SAYS 
his Byear-old daughter is now 
healthy and well following her hos- 
pitalization earlier this year. 
'Now every single millisecond is a 

mini-celebration," the 44-year- 

old actor tells Entertainment 
Weekly in its Nov. 9 issue. 
“Every time we get to breathe 
in and exhale is a huge victory. 
She pulled through beautifully, 
perfectly, with no lasting any- 


ly-Rose, the daughter of Depp 
and French singer Vanessa Paradis, was 
"admitted to a British hospital to receive 
treatment for an undisclosed ailment 
about three weeks after Depp started 
work on "Sweeney Todd: The Demon 
Barber of Fleet Street,” Tim Burton's 
adaptation of the Stephen Sondheim 
‘musical about a murderous barber. 

“To say it was the darkest moment, 
that’s nothing,” Depp tells the magazine. 
“It doesn't come close to describing it. 
Words are so small.” AP 


Expectant mother 
SYDNEY—Oscar-winning Australian 
actress Cate Blanchett has confirmed she 
“is pregnant with her third child. 
Speaking to reporters at a red-carpet 
event in Sydney to promote her new 
movie "Elizabeth: The Golden Age,” 38- 
year-old Blanchett said she was expect- 
nga baby in Apri 
* Blanchett and her playwright husband. 
"Andrew Upton begin a three-year stint in. 
January heading the Sydney Theatre 
‘Company where she began her career 13 
‘years ago. They already have two sons. 
Reuters. 


‘esa girl 
1. LOS ANGELES--It's a girl for Milla 
“Jovovich and her fiance Paul Anderson, 
the producer of her “Resident Evil” film 
franchise. 

Jovovich gave birth to Ever Gabo An- 

‘derson on Saturday at Cedars-Sinai Med- 
‘tical Center in Los Angeles, Jovovich's 
‘publicist Laura Bass said Sunday. 
2. Anderson and Jovovich met when he 
directed her in the 2002 action horror 
flick “Resident Evil.” She also starred in 
“the film's two sequels, which Anderson 
‘wrote and produced. 

Jovovich, 31, was previously married 
‘to actor Shawn Andrews and French 
"filmmaker Luc Besson, who directed her 


NiRusues 


in "The Fifth Element.” 


Top of the talk shows 
For those who missed last weekend's 
gabfests on ТУ (And why we are 
y, moved, ifwe are moved.) 
hay Show biz & politics 
Jeremy Marquez on his 
qualifications as chair of 
Barangay BF Homes in 
Parafiaque City: 
"Thirteen years old pa lang 
ako, nangangampanya na kami 
para sa tatay ko. Half ng buhay 
ko talaga nandito (sa pulitika). Tapos 
nag-aral pa ako ng political sci- 
ence,..Lumaki ako sa pundasyon ng pam- 
ilyang tumutulong, Ever since, bago pa 
ako pumasok ng show biz, nandito na 
ako... Ito yung tinuro sa akin ng magu- 
lang ko. Ito yung pinag-aralan ko. Ito 
yung mahal ko."(So, hindi niya love ang 
show biz?) 


No truth to rumors 

Rufa Mae Quinto on reports she was 
badmouthing Marian Rivera, a co-star in 
the upcoming film, “Desperadas.” 

“First time ko pong makatrabaho si 
Marian. Hindi ko po alam kung ano ang 
pagkatao niya. So, bakit ko siya sisir- 
aan^.In faimess, wala akong mar- 
ereklamo. Ang ina-ano ko 
lang, saan nanggagaling 
yun? At (pag nalaman) ko 
kung saan nanggagaling 
yun, saka ako mag-re-react 
ng bonggang-bongga. In 
the meantime, okey po ka- 

mi?” 


Working quietly 

Pauleen Luna on the 
construction of six town- 
houses which was seen asa. 
business venture with her 
boyfriend, Navotas Mayor 
Sherwin Gatchalian: 

"Akin lang po ito at saka po dun sa part- 
ner ko. Si Mayor (Gatchalian) has noth- 
ingto do with it. He was actually shocked 
‘when Itold him. Kasi I worked quietly eh. 
Tm building, di ba, six houses so by next 
year okay na yon. Yun ang alam niya. But 
then again, akin lang din yun so pinaghi- 
rapan ko. 


ж 


Richard Gutierrez on purported ro- 
mantic links with KC Concepcion: 
"Magkaibigan kami ni KC dati na. 


RHIAN Ramos 


улаш, 


ММЕМТ 


JEREMY Marquez 


Matagal na kaming magkakilala. At saka 
alam naman nating lahat na may iniibig 
na siya ngayon di ba? So huwag na natin 
bigyan ng malisya ang pagiging magkaibi- 
gan namin.” 


Grabit while it's hot 

Ara Mina on speculations she was 

moving to ABS-CBN after guesting in 
several Kapamilya shows 
recently: 

“Nasa Bubble Gang pa 
ako. Theres nothing 
‘wrong with that kasi Fm 
not exclusive ng GMA at 
alam naman ng GMA ang 
mga guestings ko sa kabi- 
la. Ayokong magsalita ng 
tapos. Hindi natin alam 
kung anong pwedeng 
mangyari. Siyempre kung 
saan tayo may work, di 
ba, bakit ‘di natin iga- 
grab yung work?" (Yan 
апама) 


Like father, like son? 

Dennis Trillo, asked if he had seen his 
baby son, Calex Andrea, with ex-girl 
friend Carlene Aguilar since the former 
beauty queen arrived in Manila. 

“Oo nakita ko na siya. Sobrang ka- 
mukha ko. Nakikita ko yung sarili ko sa 
kanya nung baby pa ako kasi kamukha ko 
talaga. Masaya (ang feeling ko).”(Dapat 


BIANCA King 


On raging hormones 

Jigo Garcia's advice to Jennica Garcia, 
his daughter with Jean Garcia, and her 
love team partner Mart Escudero, who 
are both lead young stars in the movie 
"Hide and Seek” 

“Huwag na muna kayong masyadong 
mag-seryoso. Parehong maganda ang ca- 
reer niyo. Bihira sa isang artista o sa isang 
tao ang mga nararating niyo ngayon.” 


Howto get cozy 

Rhian Ramos on working with Mark 
Herras for the first time in the upcoming 
sineserye “My Only Love”: 

“Honestly, nung una, kinakabahan pa 
ako. Matagal na kami ni Mark magkaki- 
lala. Hindi ko pa kasi siya nakakatrabaho. 
Sobrang alalay siya. Parang kahit awk- 
ward, kasi ganito kalapit ang mga mukha 
namin, binibiro niya talaga ako. Kahit 
walang eksena, binibiro niya ako. So 
parang more and more nagiging kom- 
portable ako.” 


No regrets 

Bianca King on talk she regretted ap- 
pearing on the cover of a mer's maga- 
zine: 

“Hindi po ako nagsisisi na ginawa ko 
yon. Natural naman po na kapag nagpa- 
sexy ka sa cover ng isang magazine, 
iisipin din ng mga tao, yun din yung gus- 
tong path na gagawin ko sa show biz. Ako 
naman po, di ko talaga kaya magpa-sexy 
sa mga roles sa movies or sa TV shows.” 
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Jeremy Marquez takes after dad Joey 


(Ерапо kung maganda script at magaling 
ang direktor?) 


Casino (show) queen 

Katya Santos on being a ‘casino 
quee 

‘Ang katotohanan po, kaya sinabing 
casino queen or nalululong ako sa casino, 
it’s because halos every month, maybe at 
least twice a week, nag-sho-show po ako 
sa casino, sa entertainment area Hindi po 
ako marunong magsugal.” 
“Inggit factor’ 

АА on her failed relationship with 
Miguel Vera and dreams of marriage: 

“Kung tiniis ko lahat ng nararam- 
daman ko, siguro kami pa rin at yung mga 
anak ko may tatay na rin kung di ako bu- 
mitaw... Pag nakakita ako ng kinakasal, 
"minsan may inggit factor pa rin ako na 
siguro pag nakasuot na ako ng gown, ma- 
ganda rin ako. Siguro marami din akong 
bisita. Yung ganoon. Pero dream lang yun 


Ai Aion loving younger men: 

“Pwede akong ma-in love sa bata kasi 
yun ngang last ko na dapat papakasalan 
То, 22 years old lang.” (Sobrang bata na- 
man ata nun.) 


All in the family 

Jolo Revilla on the plans of half-broth- 
er Luigi to enter show 

“Pwede, gwapo naman eh. Parehas ka- 
mi ng kilay, mata. Oo naman, siyempre.” 
(Gwapo lang, artista na?) 

Bryan Revilla on Luigi: 

“He's really my brother. I don't consid- 
er him asa half-brother or anything. He's 
really my brother and I look out for him 
the way I also look out for my younger 
siblings." 


JENNICA Garcia and Mart Escudero 


Too long, but contains moments 
of great beauty and suspense 


NEW — YORK—OVERWROUGHT 
and overlong, Ang Lee's "Lust, Cau- 
tibn” nevertheless has some mo- 
ments of exquisite beauty and a po- 
tentially star-making performance 
from newcomer Tang Wei. 

Tell be a tough sell, and not just for 
the NC-17 rating the film famously re- 
ceived for graphic sex scenes that are 
sometimes brutal, sometimes bor- 
rowed from Cirque du Soleil. 


Sluggish buildup 

Based on a short story by Chinese 
writer Eileen Chang and set in 
Japanese-occupied Shanghai during 
World War П, "Lust, Caution” follows 
the torrid love affair between top 
Japanese collaborator Mr. Yee (Tony 
Leung) and Wong Chia Chi (Tang), a 
young spy who's posing as an affluent 
‘married woman to lure him into an as- 
sassination plot 

ZIrouble is, she ends up falling for 
him, and he for her, which Lee cap- 
tures in tragic noir fashion, The 
buildup takes awhile, though. 

"Ir helps to have read the original sto- 
туло keep all the players straight—the 
wealthy wives, the idealisic young 
members of the Chinese resistance. 

:Wong, pretending to be the stylish 


Mrs. Mak, sis around playing 
mahjong with Mrs. Yee (Joan Chen) 
and her equally status-conscious 
friends, stil clinging to the remnants of 
their more opulent, prewar life. She's 
much younger than the others in the 
group but has insinuated herself 
among them for shopping trips and 
long lunches, all with the ultimate goal 
of getting close to Yee himself 

As she's about to meet him at a cafe 
for a tryst at the films start, Wong re- 
calls how she got involved in this 
scheme four years ago. It was 1938 
and she was a college student in Hong 
Kong. A patriotic campus drama 
group, led by the passionate Kuang Yu 
Min (American-bom Asian pop star 
Wang Leehom), recruits her to per- 
form in their first stage production. 


Playing the part 

This acting skill she never knew she 
had prepares her for the part of mis- 
tress she will later play when the group 
sets its ambitious sights on the power- 
ful, traitorous Yee. 

Tangs work here is reminiscent of 
Naomi Watts’ startling performance in 
“Mulholland Dr,” in that it requires her 
to be entirely separate, distinct people 
depending on the situation, a feat she 


pulls off flawlessly She has a haunting 
beauty, appears in nearly every scene 
and completely holds her own oppo- 
site the far more seasoned Leung. 

‘And Leung, the Asian film icon, 
functions here as a much darker figure 
than weve ever seen from him in 
“Hero,” “Infernal Affairs” and “In the 
Mood for Love.” 


Sex scenes 

‘Ah yes, the sex—the thing that has 
everyone in a tizzy. Lee had to cut a 
half-hour from the film for it to be 
shown in Chinese theaters, but we see 
it all here. The scenes can be raw, in- 
tense, disturbing, acrobatic but surpris- 
ingly, they ultimately tum romantic. 
Wong's acting skills eventually begin to 
fail her as she finds herself surrender- 
ing, body and soul, to this man she 
never ordinarily would have been at- 
tracted to but now, unfortunately 
loves, 

The climactic conclusion also takes 
awhile to reach, and by then you will 
have long been shifting in your seat. 
Butany film from Lee simply cannot be 
disregarded in simple terms; he once 
again proves he's a master of mood 
and complexity of character, whether 
ornotyou're up forthe challenge. AP. 


OPENING TODAY 


From page F2 
scribes it as “a bloody, passionate melodra- 
ma [that’s] self-consciously Shakespeare- 
an.” Michael Phillips of Chicago Tribune 
dismisses itas "lugubrious." 


Ghost Son 


Stars Laura Harring, John Hannah, Pe- 
te Postlethwaite 

Directed by Lamberto Bava 

А woman (Harring) is horrified to dis- 
cover that her infant son is possessed by the 
spirit of her dead husband (Hannah). Hor- 
rorexpress.com opines that its “notable . 
for its rich and colorful cinematography 
and the [directors] remarkable restraint.” 
Bloody-disgusting.com sums it up as “delib- 
erately paced [and] atmospheric.” An 
IMDb.com reviewer points out: “In spite of 
the flaws in the screenplay, there are some 
creepy scenes.” 


“GHOST Son” 


A star quarterback (Johnson) is changed 
by his long-lost daughter (Pettis). John 
Monaghan of Detroit Free Press comments 
that this Disney comedy “tries to overcome 
pensate with cute what it lacks in clever.” TY 
Burr of Boston Globe says "its painless and 
[the lead star] isn't afraid to look complete- 
ly ridiculous." Mike Mayo of Washington 
Post concurs: “Familiar formulas ... are 
brightened by a bit of wit and good perfor- 
mances.” 


El Cantante 

Stars Marc Anthony, Jennifer Lopez, 
John Ortiz, Manny Perez 3 

Directed by Leon Ichaso Lust, Caution 

Stars Tony Leung, Tang Wei, Joan 
Chen, Wang Leehom 

Directed by Ang Lee 

Based on a short story by Eileen Chang, 
this noirish drama tells of the illicit affair 
between a war-time collaborator (Leung) 
and the resistance fighter (Tang) tasked to 
kill him. Kenneth Turan of Los Angeles 
Times raves: Ies “intense, psychologically 
intricate.” Andrew Sarris of The New York 
Observer affirms: Its an “honestly obser- 
vant political film.” Steven Rea of Philadel- 
phia inquirer profes: Ie “captures the by- 
The mp k ad ao lan a Үс оне 


singer Hector Lavoe (Marc Anthony) is 
seen through the eyes of his equally self-de- 
structive wife (Lopez). Jan Stuart of News- 
day rants: “This is one noisy movie.” Eliza- 
beth Weitzman of New York Daily News 
states that “Anthony can’t compete with the 
full-force gale of charisma that is Lopez." 
Joey Guerra of Houston Chronicle dis- 
agrees: “He lovingly recreates ... Lavoe's 
lavish repertoire ... a stellar soundtrack.” 


The Game Plan 
Stars Dwayne "The Rock" Johnson, 
Madison Pettis, Kyra Sedgwick 


Directed by Andy Fickman “THE GAME Plan” 
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One film after another, from Adolf Alix Jr. 


ADOLF ALIX JR. FIRST МАРЕ A 


=-пате for himself in film circles when, 


at age 18, he won First Prize in the 
Film Development Foundation’s (now 
Council) nationwide screenwriting 
competition after taking our writing 
workshop. 

Even better his prize-winning 
script was made into a feature film 
by Carlitos Siguion Reyna. That's 
quite an endearment, because many 
prize-winning scripts remain unpro- 
duced for years, and some are never 
filmed at all. 

Adolf then went on to write 
screenplays for directors like Gil 
Portes, and first ventured into film 
direction by way of “Donsol,” which 
was one of the official entries and 
grantees of the Cinemalaya alterna- 
tive film festival and competition. 

How well did Adolf do as a direc- 
tor? We watched all of the Cine- 
malaya movies and concluded that 
he was the tiles second best direc- 
tor, after “Tulad ng Dati's" Mike 
Sandejas. 


Combination of traits 

The next time we caught up with 
Adolf, he was writing and directing 
"Kadin" for the next Cinemalaya 
competition. We flew to Batanes to. 
cover the movie's location shooting 
for the Inquirer, and admired the 
way ‘that the production tri- 
umphantly showcased Batanes? 
pristine and powerful beauty and 
grandeur. 

‘While in Batanes, Adolf intimated 
to us that he was slated to return to 
the country's northernmost island 
group to shoot another movie, this 
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time starring a Chinese actor. True 
enough, months later, we heard that 
the production had been given the 
green light, and is in 

fact currently being shot 
in Batanes, starring Iza 
Calzado and Ken Zhu, 

Then, quite out of left 
field, we learned that 
another workshop par- 
ticipant, Agnes de Guz- 
man, was writing a 
script about nurs- 
es—and it would be di- 
rected by Adolf! That 
project, “Nars,” has 
been completed, and 
the film is slated to start 
its theater run soon. 

So, in the span of only 
a few years, Adolf has 
directed four feature 
films—quite a feat for a 
new filmmaker espe- 
cially during these diffi- 
cult movie times. 

How does he do it? 
From where we stand, 
we see that, aside from 
talent, what Adolf has 
going for him are orga- 
nizational and motiva- 
tional ability, a knack 
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“ for spotting and initiating projects 


instead of waiting for them to come 
his way, an aptitude for using mea- 
ger resources efficiently, and a feel 
for “natural” subject matter—mean- 
“ing, stories about essential man and 
nature. 
lés this combination of traits 
working in tandem that has enabled 
Adolf to emerge as one of the most 
productive and acclaimed new writ- 
er-directors on the local filmmaking 
scene. 


We know that he's had his share 
of disappointments, but these 
haven't dissuaded him from con- 
stantly contributing to the growing 
body of work in the alternative 
mode that is slowly pulling the Fil- 
ipino movie industry out of the rut 


that it's been languishing in for 


more than five years now. 


Other new filmmakers would do 
well to be similarly determined, 
productive and venturesome—in 


their own way and style, of course. 
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Vampires roam in 30 days 
of darkness in horror movie 
starring hot Josh Hartnett 


For centuries, vampires have stayed in the 


dark, forced to hide each moming or else be 
destroyed by the sun's burning power. 


Blood-thirsty, flesh-eating vampires viciously 


attack Barrow, Alaska, a remote town plunged 
into 30 days of darkness in winter, bringing its 
hapless residents to its knees. How do they 
survive til daylight finally comes? 


Hot Hollywood actor and recent Philippines 


visitor Josh Hartnett stars as the embattled 
Sheriff Eben in 30 DAYS OF NIGHT, based 
on the groundbreaking graphic novel by 
Steve Niles and Ben Templesmith. 


Bring a date or the barkada fo a theatre near you! 
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The new threesome! 


j What women want is on 
SKYCABLE channel 25 


From the group that brings you the Lifestyle Network, comes a new premium general entertainment channel T 
where the spotlight's on you. There is no escaping Velvet's allure with great new shows from the best 1 
suppliers and networks in the U.S. d i 
Get your daily fix of breaking news, spirited talk, entertainment updates, comedy, drama, reality TV and hit” 

movies — all in one sexy new channel. м 4 
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The ultimate channel for meri featuring maxxximum action, pleasure and entertainment. 
This is the total package - covering everything from thrills, spills, adventure, crime, mayhem, 
seduction and loads of hot babes. 
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w well rounded sports “channel 

vering world-class sporting events and 
fresh #ports programming for those who 
prefer excitement and variety in their sports 
channel: 


Watch out for the upcoming live and exclusive 
coverage of the the Federer vs. Sampras 
exhibition match on these dates: 


November 20, #:00РМ Seoul, South Korea 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 


© "ls the spociol exhibition | 
4... Gosquet in Kuala Lumpur 
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E-mail: entertainment @inquirercom.ph 


Textus your feedback: 
Inqurerentrame/agelcnmess 
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Piolo Pascual, Sam Milby having a ball away from home 


OUR KABABAYANS IN TORONTO WENT. 
taranta over Piolo Pascual and Sam Milby 
during their sold-out concert there. From 
the looks of this pic taken at their show 
(courtesy of Maricel Agtarep), the two 
heartthrobs are having a ball being away 
from the maddening intrigues back here. 

If only all those who insist that PJ and 
Sam were together at Sofitel also had a pic 
to substantiate their claims, then it would 
make their story credible instead of incredi- 
ble! 


Ecstatic Marvin 

Marvin Agustin is ecstatic about his role 
in "Marimar" as Marian Rivera's new love 
interest (Rodolfo San Jinez). 

I teased Marvs if he has plans of courting 
Marian. “Гуе learned my lesson. Mahirap 
pagsabayin ang work and personal life,” he 
sighs. "Ies beautiful and painful at the same 
time. If Pm going to court someone now, I'll 
make sure that she's God's answer to my 
happiness.” 

He has not had a chance to bond with 
Marian, but soon he will invite her to his 
newly opened cosmopolitan Japanese resto 
in Greenbelt 5, John & Yoko. Nice name 
‘huh? Wonder if there will be a Marvin and 
Marian coming up soon. 


Annulment blues 

1 texted Maricel Laxa for an update on 
the case filed by Liz Almoro against Willie 
Revillame (which was dismissed by the 
DOJ). Maricel stood as a witness for Liz. 

Her reply: “Liz's lawyer just got a copy of 
the resolution today (Monday). She will 
talk to Liz first before issuing an official 
statement.” 

Ie kinda reminds me of the question that 
ran through my head when I filed for my 
annulment: Are erring husbands more of a 
Jawbreaker or a heartbreaker? 


Real grownups, true issues 

John Lloyd Cruz and Bea Alonzo team 
up for the fifth time in Star Cinema’s “One 
More Chance,” which opens Nov. 14. Its the 
anatomy of a breakup which anyone who 
has ever loved and lost can relate to. Тһе 
film shows another dimension of Lloydie 
and Bea's love team as they portray real 
grownups with true issues to confront. The 
beauty of their tandem is that it clicks even 


| Dotty 
Woop 


Dolly Anne 
Carvajal 


without giving their fans false hopes that 
they will end up together in red? life. What 
they have is a unique case of loving "happy 
Nevet after." 


“Cerrudo Classico" 

Thad fun vodkanizing with Bo Cerrudo 
in Bacolod. He gave me a crash course on 
classical tunes. Now my iPod selection is a 
bit more cultured. 

Catch Bo tonight; Nov. 14, 21, 28 and 29 
in “Cerrudo Classico: Songs from Stage and 
Screen” at Teatrino Greenhills. He will be 
accompanied by an 18-piece ensemble 
from the Manila Philharmonic Orchestra. 
For tickets, call 722-4532 loc. 116. 

Bo and behold his exquisite music! 


Good riddance 

Guess who this celeb is who switched 
networks. The star told the big bosses, “The 
rival network is offering me this much. Can 
you top that?" 

The higher-ups shot back, “It's not a 


Exclusive screenings of blockbuster films. 


Fuente M et m 


Department 395-2188 locals 230 and 


Open for advance screenings, product launches, concerts, 
school events and other organizational functions. PLUSI 


For interested partes you may contact Marketing Services 


А 


& 
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question of whether we can match that. 
The question is do we want to?" 

Ouch! What a way to say goodbye and 
good riddance! 


New album 

“Rekindle-The Rock Album” by Cham- 
pagne (produced by Al Albert) contains 10 
original songs. “Save Me" (second single re- 
leased) has grabbed the attention of people 
in the live circuit: The song has an interna- 
tional vibe to it. 

Champagne wrote it when she was going 
through a tumultuous relationship. But 
now she's all set to rekindle love for herself 
and for music, just as the title of her album 
suggests. 


E-mail wateringholeshangrila@ya- 
hoo.com. 
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lucer ANTHONY V. GEDANG 
by NEAL TAN 


MTRCE р R&-4 B | No one below 18 years of age may be admitted 


Katie Holmes шана 
runs in NYC THE ACADEMY 
Marathon 


TONY LEUNG 
NEW YORK—KATIE 


Holmes was among 
the tens of thou- 
sands of runners in 
Sunday's New York 
City Marathon, fin- 
ishing the race in 5 
hours, 29 minutes 
and 58 seconds. 
Husband Тот 
Cruise and their 
daughter Suri were 
at the finish line to 
congratulate the ac- 
tress, according to 
event officials 
Holmes had regis- 
tered under an alias 
so she wouldn't 
draw too much at- 
tention to herself, 
event officials said, 
but her time was 
listed іп the official 
results under her re- 
al name. ANG TIT 
The 26.2-mile 
(42.2-kilometer) 
course travels 
through all five bor- 
oughs of the city, 
starting on Staten 
Island and finishing 
in Manhattan's Cen- 
tral Park. This year, 
39,085 runners 
started the race. 
Holmes has said 
she has always liked 
to run, and took it 
up to help lose baby 
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weight after giving 
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year old. AP 


TODAY 
ED THEATERS 


Distributed by Columbia Pictures Industries Inc , [Distributed Бу Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures 


ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE 


GALLERIA 
1 LIONS for LAMBS « THX 


i 
www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


6 ATAUL for RENT 


ro 


2EL CANTANTE 


7 LUST CAUTION 


3 WE OWN the NIGHT 


8 indieSine 


4GHOST SON 


9 HIDE and SEEK 


5 GAME PLAN 


SION 
YST CAUTION 


Special 


SCREENING 


Robinsons Movieworld 
galleria ermita 


metro east 


£e MTRCB Rating: R-18 


1 GAME PLAN 


40 30 DAYS of NIGHT 
BALLS of FURY 


LUST. CAUTION 


2 GHOST SON 


5 ATAUL for RENT 
30 DAYS of NIGHT 


3 WE OWN the NIGHT 


6 EL CANTANTE 


4 LIONS for LAMBS 


1 LUST CAUTION 


7 LUST CAUTION 


paanan 


5 WE OWN the s 


2 GAME PLAN 


6 GHOST SON 


3 ELCANTANTE 


7 HIDE and SEEK 


4 ATAUL for RENT 


130 DAYS of NIGHT 
2 GAME PLAN 


1 GAME PLAN 


2 LIONS for LAMBS 


1WE OWN the NIGHT 
2 HIDE and SEEK 

3 KUNG FU FIGHTER 
4 HALLOWEEN 


1 WE OWN the NIGHT 
2 HIDE and SEEK 

3 UNREST 

4LUST CAUTION 


ANGELES 

1 MR. WOODCOCK 
2 HIDE and SEEK 
3 WEDDING DAZE 
4HIGHLANDER 


STARMILLS 
1MR. WOODCOCK 
2 HIDE and SEEK 

3 HIGHLANDER 


BACOLOD 

1THE SEEKER: DARK is RISING 
2MR. WOODCOCK 

3 RETRIBUTION 

4HIDE and SEEK 

5 HIGHLANDER 


8 BALLS of FURY 
30 DAYS of NIGHT 


3 HIDE nad SEEK 
4 WE OWN the NIGHT 


3 WE OWN the NIGHT 


4EL CANTANTE 


1UNREST 

2HIDE nad SEEK 
3MR. WOODSTOCK 
4 RETRIBUTION 


1 HIDE and SEEK 
2LUST CAUTION 

3 WE OWN THE NIGHT 
4UNREST 


^ THE SEEKER: DARK is RISING 
2 APAT DAPAT DAPAT APAT 
3 RENDITION 

HALLOWEEN 


4 UNREST 
5 THE SEEKER 
6 HALLOWEEN 


1 HALLOWEEN 

2 RESIDENT EVIL 3 

3 HIDE and SEEK 

4 SEEKER: DARK is RISING 
5 KUNG FU FIGHTER 


time, who find themselves together again in the sunset of their 
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compete 


THIRTEEN COLLEGE 
bands vie for the top 
prize in the Nescafe 
Soundskool finals on 
Nov 10 at the Ultra in 
Pasig. 

The winning group 
gets P250,000 cash, а 
recording contract 
with EMI Philippines 
and P150,000 worth 
of music equipment 
for the school. 

Guest bands include 
Urbandub, Sandwich, 
Hale and Itchyworms. 
Tickets at P50 each. 


‘First Time’ 
Ten-year-old — singer 
Ruizha Diro per- 
forms live in “First 
Time" on Nov. 11, 2 
pan. at SM City North 
Edsa, Quezon City: 


FEAR. IN 


di env O C n 


FARIZZHA Diro 


Guests include stu- 
dents from the Peo- 
ples Music Training 
Center, where Fariz- 
zha is currently en- 
rolled. 

For more detail, call 
454-0078 or e-mail 
РМТСОВФуа- 
hoo.com. 
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November 7 to 9: 11:30am, 3pm and 6pm; Activity Center 
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TOWN NIGHTS featuring The Bloomfields Live! 
November 10; 6pm; Town Piaza 
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BPI Installment Madness 
jovember 6 to 15: Paseos, Intersections and Rotunda Area 
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- Repertory Philippines presents Disney's 
Aug! 


Home for the Holidays Outlet Sale 
November 5 to 8; Activity Center 


CINDERELLA Kita 
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THE GAME PLAN 


30 DAYS OF NIGHT 


Rhythm Academy: Kuh Ledesma 
"with the UP Jazz Ensemble. 
November 4; 6pm; Activity Center 


in cooperation with 


Directed by 
Baby Barredo 5 Robbie Guevara 


November 9 - December 16, 2007 


1 Onstage, 2nd Flr., Greenbelt 1, Makati City 
For inquiries call 8870710 | 8919999 


at Glorietta 


Congratulations to the winners of 


Ponciano Pontiveros 
119526 Taguig St... Makati City 


Rodina Velasco 

= 691 Ramona St. Quiapo 

Aurora Tagalog 

= 1178 Vito Cruz Ext, Makati City 

“Winners were drawn on October 25,2007 at Ayala Malls 


Group Office, SIF Glorietta 4, Ayala Center, Makati City 
under the supervision of a DTI Representative. 


"Promo Period: Aug. 17 Oct. 19,2007 


Per OTENCR Permit No. Al-S2, Series of 2007 
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Ayala Malls eGCs worth P10,000 each 
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day Shopping Treat 


for SM Advantage Members 


In what has become an annual shopping event. SM Department Stores nationwide 
are again treating SM Advantage and SM Prestige members to an exclusive Members- 
Only Sale on Thursday, November 8, 2007. Millions of card-carrying members are 
expected to troop to all 30 branches of SM Department Store to take advantage of 
special discounts on practically all items in the store. 


SM Advantage is the SM Retail Group’s customer loyalty program 
that rewards members every time they shop at SM Department Store, 
SM Supermarket, SM Hypermarket, and other SM retail affiliates, such as: 
Ace Hardware, Kultura, Surplus Shop, Toy Kingdom, Watsons, SM Appliance Center, 
Our Home, Baby & Co., Sports Central, Factory Sale Outlet and selected branches 
of Levi's, Dockers and Adidas. With close to four million menibers, SM Advantage 
is now the country's biggest customer loyalty program. 


We've got it all for you! 


"This promo does not apply lo ems purchased et Snack Exchange, Camera Shop and 
Customer Sere Counter, and ais lo ems ше chemucais, batanes otras, daper, 


pharmacy, smi applances, buuness machines and ове: promo tems. Pec TENOR Penn No. 5414, Sedes o 2007. 
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Aside from reward points, 
SM Advantage members also 
get exclusive perks and 
privileges like discounts 
and freebies at partner 
establishments both inside 
and outside SM Malls. 


Free gift 

with your new card 

Renew your 

SM Advantage 

membership today and 

geta free Skin Care Duo composed. 
of (1) Revitalizing Hand & Body 
Lotion, and (2) Refreshing Hand 
Sanitizer. Offer until Jan. 31, 2008. 


Avail of 


МАС exciting 
tracts, uo perks and 
1 freebies you 


can share with family and friends. 
Simply present your SM Advantage 
Card at participating establishments 
both inside and outside SM Malls. 


P100,000 insurance 
protection from Philam 
SM Advantage members (ages 18 
to 65 years) who have accumulated 
70 reward points are automatically 
enrolled in Philam's P100,000 
Personal Accident Insurance package 
for one-year, for only 20 points. 


Earn more points 
at Autohub 
Get as much as 600 
reward points when you 
avail of automotive products & 
services of the Autohub Group. 


Gas up for 
more points 
at Petron 


Add to your reward points when 
you gas up and present your 
SM Advantage, SM Prestige Card 

"| or BDO Rewards Card at any of 
over 300 Petron service stations 
nationwide. 


Premium shopping 
for elite cardholders 


SM Prestige, the elite membership 
program of SM Advantage offers 
members first rate privileges over 
and above those enjoyed by regular 
SM Advantage Cardholders. 


«premium shopping conveniences 
include use of Prestige Lounge, 
Valet Shopping and priority 
fitting rooms at SM Department 
Store, Special Assistance at 
Toy Kingdom, Priority Check out 
lanes at SM Supermarket and 
SM Hypermarket and Free 
Delivery (min. purchase of 
P50,000) at SM Appliance Center. 


-lifestyle privileges in leading 
spas and fitness centers, hotels and 
resorts, restaurants, boutiques and 
specialty stores. 


ana 


BDO Rewards Cardholders also enjoy this special offer 
For meines you may cl ie SM Advantage Hia: 
ps T 


